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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

“As advisor to the San Diego County Board of Supervisors, the Mission of the Emergency Medical Care 
Committee is to be an advocate for the community through the development of strategies for continuous 

improvement of the emergency medical services system.” 
 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE COMMITTEE 
Minutes 

Thursday, February 25, 2010 
 

Members Present     Members Absent 
 
Broyles, R.N., Linda – Emergency Nurses’ Association Cerny, Barbara – Third District 
Dotson, R.N., Melody – Base Hospital Nurse Coordinators Endicott, Darcey – Military Agencies 
Fisher, Chief Gary – S.D. Co. Fire Districts’ Association Milakovich, Lt. Jenene – law Enforcement Agencies 
Forman, R.N., Kelly – Co. Paramedic Agencies’ Committee Skoglund, R.N., Patty – Hosp. Assoc. S.D./Imp. Co. 
Fried, Bruce – Fifth District     
Green, R.N., Katy – First District 
Jacoby, M.D., Jake – Fourth District   Guests Present                                               
Kusman, Travis – S.D. Co. Ambulance Association   
Martin, Holly – American Red Cross   Carlson, Sharon - CHA 
Marugg, Jim – S.D. Co. Paramedics’ Association  Stuart, Lawson – NCTI 
Meadows-Pitt, R.N., Mary – Second District   Workman, Debi – Palomar College 
Pfohl, Bob – S.D. Co. Fire Chiefs’ Association  Stonecipher, Joanne – SWC  
        
Vacant       County Staff Present 
        
Binational EMCC     Metz, R.N., Marcy 
Emergency Physicians’ Society    Smith, R.N., Susan 
League of California Cities    Thomas, Pauline 
S.D. Co. Medical Society     Flores, Carlos 
       Yaghmaee, Saman 
        

Recorder     
 Janet I. Wolchko 
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I. CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Bob Pfohl, Chair, brought the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m.  Attendees introduced 
themselves. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

MOTION was made and seconded to approve the Minutes of October 22, 2009 as 
submitted.  MOTION carried.  
 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS/PETITIONS 
 
 There were no public speakers. 
 
IV. EMCC EDUCATION AND RESEARCH SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT (Bruce 

Fried) 
 

The report is to be tabled until the next EMCC meeting on March 25th.  The paramedic 
training requirements are still in progress. 
 

V. EMS PROGRAM PRIORITIZATION (Jim Marugg) 
 

In January, a meeting with the chairs of the HHSA advisory groups was held.  Terry 
Hogan, HHSA Executive Finance Director, presented the state government impacts that 
the County will have to consider.  The group was asked to look at the previous year’s 
priorities, mirror the recommendations from the last fiscal year and forward them to the 
director. 
 
ACTION:  There was a vote on directing county staff to forward the same priorities that 
were submitted last year to the director. 
 
MOTION was made by Kelly Forman, R.N. and seconded by Chief Gary Fisher.  
MOTION carried. 

  
VI. EMT 2010  (Marcy Metz, R.N., Chief and Saman Yaghmaee, EMS Admin Services 

Manager) 
 

EMT 2010 is a priority project that has been mandated from the State of California 
Emergency Medical Services authority in response to the assembly bill that passed and 
was signed by the Governor to require background checks on all EMT’s and establish a 
central registry. 

 
 Power Point Presentation.  Talking points were on the state central registry, state 

paramedic fees, state EMT fees, EMS agency proposed fee structure, B-29 Policy, cost 
recovery and comparison charts.   

 
 All EMT’s will be registered in the state central registry computer system.  There will be 

a separate computer system set up at the local EMS agency that will not be connected 
with the current QCS system.  Carlos Flores is selected as the representative for Southern 
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California for the State Central Registry.  Personnel that will have to access the central 
registry for data entry will be identified and criminal background check grandfather 
provisions entered by June 1st. The final EMT certification is to be updated by June 25 
for an implementation date of July 1, 2010. 

 
Gary Fischer inquired about the information that will be going into the registry.  Carlos 
Flores stated that there will be a data point collection registry log-in with name, type of 
certificate, expiration, a certificate number and if there have been any actions taken 
against the certification.  There will be different levels of access to the agencies. 

 
The certification fee schedule and schedule for cost recovery plan was reviewed.  New 
fees are proposed to go into effect July 1. 

 
Discussion was encouraged and ensued. After discussion, it was decided to table the 
action on the recommended fee increases for one month to obtain input from constituent 
groups and organizations. 
 
Carlos Flores stated that paramedic fees are also scheduled to be increased.  
Investigations are expensive and time consuming and the fee increase will help with cost 
recovery.  When asked why some counties fees do not show an increase it was added that 
some of the counties may also require additional costs for an ambulance card, late fees 
and a charge if you lose your card and need a replacement. 

 
Marcy Metz noted that to implement the fees by July, a Board Letter with the approved 
recommendations will need to be submitted in April. 

 
VII. EMS S TAFF REPORT (Marcy Metz, R.N.) 
 

It was announced that Merle Rupp had retired from the County and that Janet Wolchko 
will be replacing Merle’s position as recorder for the meetings. 
 
Dr. Haynes is at the State Regional Committee meeting on the trauma system.  The goal 
is to have a California State Trauma System. 
 
H1N1.  There were five vaccination events throughout the County in January.  More 
events are planned to be held. 
 
Golden Guardian Exercise.  The Statewide drill is on May 18th and will be a full County 
participation effort.  The Office of Emergency Services (OES) will activate the 
Emergency Operations Center and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) will activate the 
Departmental Operations Center (DOC).   
 
EMS Building.  In July, the EMS front lobby and restrooms are scheduled to be 
remodeled.  There will be added security doors to both the lobby and County staff 
offices. 
 

VIII. ELECTIONS FOR CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR 2010 
 
 Chief Bob Pfohl nominated Jim Marugg for the position of 2010 Chairperson. 
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MOTION was made by Bob Pfohl to elect Jim Marugg as the 2010 Chairperson of the 
EMCC committee, seconded by Kelly Forman, R.N.  MOTION carried. 

 
Jim Marugg nominated Travis Kusman for the position of Vice-Chair. 
MOTION was made by Jim Marugg to elect Travis Kusman as 2010 Vice-Chair of the 
EMCC committee, seconded by Linda Broyles, R.N.  MOTION was carried.  
 
Jim Marugg was confirmed as the Chairperson of the Emergency Medical Care 
Committee for 2010 and Travis Kusman was confirmed as the Vice-Chairperson. 

  
IX. SET NEXT MEETING/ADJOURNMENT 
 

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 25, 2010 at 9:00 a.m., at the 
County’s Health and Human Services Administration Building, 1700 Pacific Highway, 
Room 309, San Diego.   

 
 The meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Janet I. Wolchko 
Administrative Secretary   
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EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE COMMITTEE 

EDUCATION/RESEARCH SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 
THURSDAY, February 25, 2010 – 10:00 A.M. 

 
County Health Services Askew Building 

1700 Pacific Highway, Room 309 
San Diego, CA  92101 

 
 

A G E N D A 
 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
II. REVIEW OF POLICY P-301, P-301 w attachment. 
 
III. FUTURE STEPS 
 
IV. ADJOURNMENT 
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EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE COMMITTEE 

DISASTER/OPERATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 

Minutes 

 

May 20, 2010 
 

Members Present 
 

Carlson, R.N. Sharon (Alt) – Hospital Assoc. of S.D./Imperial County 

Kusman, Travis – S.D. Co. Ambulance Association 

Marugg, James – S.D. Co. Paramedic Association 

Milakovich, Jenene – San Diego Sheriff Department 

Ponce, Cruz – American Red Cross 

Salazar, Stan (Alt) – San Diego Sheriff Department 

Skoglund, R.N., Patty – Hospital Assoc. of S.D./Imperial County  

 

County Staff Present     Recorder 
 

Buttron, Patrick     Wolchko, Janet I. 

Wolchko, Janet I. 

 

 

I. WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Travis Kusman, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. 

 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS/PETITIONS  

 

 There were no public speakers present 
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III. REVIEW OF ANNEX D   

 

Patrick Buttron, Coordinator, Emergency Medical Services, furnished the Annex D draft 

for review.  The process of updating the Annex D plan was started in December 2009.  

Changes and recommendations from the subcommittee meeting will be taken under 

consideration.   

 

Action:  In review of the Annex D document, and suggested changes accepted to the 

document, there was a motion by James Marugg for the Annex D Plan to be 

forwarded to the full Emergency Medical Care Committee for approval.  Motion 

carried.   

 

An overview of suggested changes will be summarized and attached to the meeting 

minutes. 

 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
 

Summation by Travis Kusman.   

 

Based on the discussions, recommendations were: 

 Tighten up the process via which information is sent to Red Cross as a central 

tracking resource in locating persons during a disaster.  

 Base Hospital Nurse Coordinators will take the issue on identifying the primary 

treatment teams back to their groups. 

 

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Meeting was adjourned 2:15 p.m. 
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EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE COMMITTEE (EMCC) 

PREHOSPITAL/HOSPITAL SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 

Minutes 

Thursday, October 14, 2010 

 

 
Members Present      Guests Present 

 

Broyles, R.N., Linda – Emergency Nurses Association  Elliott, Laura – Mercy Air 

Carlson, R.N., Sharon – Hospital Assoc. of SD/Imp. Counties Esquer, Perry – SDFD Air Operations  

Forman, R.N., Kelly – County Paramedic Agency  Ochs, Ginger – SD Fire & Rescue  

Majerczak, R.N., Karen – Base Hosp. Nurse Coordinators  

Marugg, Jim – San Diego County Paramedic Association County Staff Present 

Meadows-Pitt, R.N., Mary – Second District    

Rosenberg, R.N., Linda – Emergency Nurses Association Pate, R.N., Rebecca – County EMS 

       Smith, R.N., Susan – County EMS 

Recorder 
 

Wolchko, Janet I. 
         

          

I. CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Jim Marugg, Chairperson called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m.   

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Motion was made by Mary Meadows-Pitt, R.N. seconded by Karen Majerczak, R.N. 

to approve the July 8, 2010 meeting minutes.  Motion carried. 

 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS/PETITIONS 
 

 There were no public speakers present. 
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IV. OFFLOAD ISSUES (Jim Marugg) 
 

Offload issues are ongoing.  Yesterday the Overcrowding Summit met and discussed 

solutions to the overcrowding issues.  Changes are going to be made to the prehospital 

system to correct offload issues. 

 

V. POLICIES FOR REVIEW (Rebecca Pate, County EMS) 

 

The following policies were reviewed by the committee. 

 

B-850, Basic Life Support Ambulance Service Provider Requirements.  Added Clause 

III.E. regarding operating under the standards of ambulance ordinances.  The ambulance 

ordinance draft is with County Counsel. 

 

A-875, Prehospital EMS Aircraft Classification.  Changes made were in line with 

definitions in the California Regulations.  EMTB was removed under III.B.2.   

 

A-877, Air Ambulance Service Provider Authorization.  Quality Improvement/Quality 

Assurance was added under III.A.4. 

 

A motion was made by Kelly Forman seconded by Mary Meadows-Pitt to approve 

and forward the updates on the policies to the EMCC full committee.  Motion 

carried.  Kelly Forman abstained from the vote. 

 

Review of Policy A-457, Air Medical Support Utilization will be considered for future 

revision and will require going to Base Station Physicians’ Committee (BSPC) for 

approval. 

 

VI. STAFF REPORT (Rebecca Pate, County EMS) 

 

EMS has received additional bubble forms that are available. 

 

Discussion ensued on the first responder field in the QCS and having to enter both the 

calling agency and first responder.  Jim Marugg asked if there was an electronic version 

of the First Responder Pool of funds form.  Action:  Rebecca Pate will forward the 

first responder document to the appropriate agencies. 
 

The EMT 2010 registry is being reviewed for accuracy.  EMS is working on the issues 

with investigations and standardizing the process. 

 

There will be testing of the QCS in the next two months.  Finalization should be 

completed by April 1, 2011.  There will be more updates.    

 

VII. TREATMENT PROTOCOLS (Susan Smith, County EMS) 
 

The Protocol Task Force will meet for the first of two meetings on October 26, 2010, 

9:00 am at County EMS.  Fifteen people have expressed interest in attending. 

 



 

  

VIII. SET NEXT MEETING/ADJOURNMENT 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:25 am. 

 

Submitted by 

                                                                                     

 

 

Janet I. Wolchko 

Administrative Secretary  

            County EMS 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

“As advisor to the San Diego County Board of Supervisors, the Mission of the Emergency Medical Care 

Committee is to be an advocate for the community through the development of strategies for continuous 

improvement of the emergency medical services system.” 

 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE COMMITTEE 

Minutes 

Thursday, October 28, 2010 
 

Members Present     Members Absent 

 

Broyles, R.N., Linda – Emergency Nurses’ Assoc.  Cerny, Barbara – Third District 

Bull, R.N., Pat – American Red Cross   Dotson, R.N., Melody – BHNC 

Carlson, R.N., Sharon – Hospital Assoc of S.D./Imp Co. (Alt) Endicott, Darcey – Military Agencies 

Forman, R.N., Kelly – Co. Paramedic Agencies’  Fisher, Chief Gary – S.D. Co. Fire Districts’ Assoc. 

Green, R.N., Katy – First District    Fried, Bruce – Fifth District 

Kusman, Travis – S.D. Co. Ambulance Association  Jacoby, M.D., Jake – Fourth District 

Pfohl, Bob – S.D. Co. Fire Chiefs’ Association  Milakovich, Lt. Jenene – Law Enforcement Agencies 

Majerczak, R. N., Karen – BHNC (Alt)   Ponce, Cruz – American Red Cross  

Marugg, Jim – S.D. Co. Paramedics’ Association   Skoglund, R.N., Patty – Hosp Assoc of S.D./Imp Co. 

Meadows-Pitt, R.N., Mary – Second District    

Rosenberg, R.N., Linda – Emergency Nurses Association  Guests Present 

Salazar, Stanley – Law Enforcement Agency (Alt)   

       Francis, Allen – CDCR/CA Prevention Healthcare   

Vacant          

       County Staff Present 
Binational EMCC      

San Diego Emergency Physicians’ Society    Buttron, Patrick   

League of California Cities     Haynes, M.D., Bruce  

S.D. County Medical Society    Metz, R.N., Marcy  

       Pate, R.N., Rebecca   

Recorder      Yaghmaee, Saman 

              

Janet I. Wolchko  

       

I. CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Jim Marugg, Chairperson called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m.    Attendees introduced 

themselves. 
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II. PUBLIC COMMENTS/PETITIONS 

 

 There were no public speakers. 

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Motion was made by Katy Green, seconded by Karen Majerczak to approve the June 

24, 2010 minutes.  Motion carried. 

 

IV. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

A. Prehospital/Hospital (Jim Marugg)  

 

Updates on the following policies have been forwarded by the Prehospital/Hospital 

Subcommittee for the Emergency Medical Care Committee (EMCC) to review and 

approve. 

 

B-850, Basic Life Support Ambulance Service Provider Requirements.  Update San 

Diego EMS title and policy to operate within the standards defined in the Ambulance 

Ordinance. 

 

B-875, Prehospital Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Aircraft Classification.  

Definitions were changed to reflect what is in the State regulations. 

 

A-877, Air Ambulance Service Provider Authorization.  Changes reflected what is in the 

State regulations regarding standards defined within the San Diego County Ambulance 

Ordinance  

 

Motion was made by Mary Meadows-Pit to approve the policies as written, second 

by Karen Majerczak.  Motion carried.  Kelly Forman abstained.   

 

B. Education and Research (Bruce Fried) 

  

 No report. 

 

C. Disaster Operations (Travis Kusman) 

 

 At the last EMCC Disaster Operations meeting there was a debriefing of the Operational 

Area annex process.  The committee discussed increasing the amount of time they have 

to work on revisions and to have a more standardized format to cross reference with 

other workgroups that are working on similar projects.  The debriefing was productive 

and the subcommittee will report any further developments to the full EMCC. 

 

 Patrick Buttron added that there was a new Comprehensive Professional Guide (CPG) 

format on the annex process from FEMA.  After the first of the year OES has been 

tasked with creating a template to follow.   

 

V. EMT 2010 UPDATE  

 

Saman Yaghmaee presented a PowerPoint of the EMS certification program data analysis 

from April 1, 2010 through September 30, 2010. 
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During the six-month period there were 740 (36%) new certified/accredited applicants, 1,090 

(53%) recertified/reaccredited applicants, 12 (1%) duplicate/replacement card requests and 

208 (10%) walk-in applicants that inquired about the certification process.   There was a total 

of 2,050 clients served.    

 

Future data collection will include age and gender of the applicants.  Tracking will also 

include data on paramedics and EMTs certified in San Diego that travel to other areas to 

work.   

 

According to EMSA, as of October 1st, the number of active EMTs in the State Central 

registry for San Diego is 4,428.  San Diego is the second largest certifying entity in State, 

representing 7.4 percent of all EMTs in California (59,554).  Employment of EMTs and 

paramedics is expected to grow nine percent between 2008 and 2018 nationwide.  The 

increase of call volume due to an aging population, increase in amount of time that EMTs 

and paramedics spend with each patient and an increase in the amount of time spent in transit 

will require more EMT and paramedic workers to meet the demand. 

 

During the first quarter of FY 2010/11, EMS issued 211 new certifications, 228 

recertifications, 26 new paramedic accreditations, 208 reaccreditations, 10 provisional 

paramedic accreditations, three new MICN and 58 MICN reaccreditations.  It is projected 

that EMS will issue slightly over 3,000 cards by the end of this fiscal year. 

 

VI. AMBULANCE COORDINATOR MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (MOA) 

(Marcy Metz) 

 

Since Firestorm 2007, EMS has recommended that the role for the ambulance coordinator in 

the EMS Department Operations Center (MOC) be formalized through an MOA.  The 

ambulance coordinator role in the MOC is to coordinate ambulance resources countywide.  

Resource coordination includes: coordination of communication, coordination of ambulance 

strike teams and to ensure there are enough individuals trained for sustained operations.   

They are also expected to participate in any debriefing to help improve procedure. 

 

For many years, the procedure for selection of the ambulance coordinator has been through 

the San Diego County Ambulance Association made up of the private ambulance agencies.  

It is a recommendation by the San Diego Ambulance Association that American Medical 

Response (AMR) continue the role this year.   

 

The MOA is for five years with a 60-day termination clause.  The ambulance association will 

review the recommendation annually. 

 

A motion was made to support the Ambulance Association recommendation that AMR 

continue the role of ambulance coordinator.  Motion was made by Mary Meadows-Pitt, 

seconded by Kelly Forman.  Motion Carried. 

 

VII. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES (EMS) MEDICAL DIRECTOR REPORT 

(Bruce Haynes, M.D.) 

 

 This year there will be significant changes to the treatment guidelines.  The committee will 

be meeting to review and discuss the changes to the guidelines and protocols.  Some of the 

changes will be based on the American Heart Association ACLS changes.   
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Influenza:  Everyone over the age of 6 months is encouraged to get the influenza vaccine.  

The Germ Commission has recommended that hospital employees and medical staff have the 

influenza vaccine to prevent transmitting the flu to hospital staff and patients.  Death rates are 

higher with patients that were in hospitals where the staff was not vaccinated.  The 

shotbyshot.org website mentions cases of individuals who did poorly after not receiving a 

vaccine for a vaccine preventable illness.  

 

CPR:  The Citizens CPR Foundation meeting is December 7-11, 2010 in San Diego.  They 

will be discussing the new CPR guidelines. 

 

Dr. Steve Tharratt resigned as Director of the State EMS Authority and has accepted the 

position of Director of Medical Care in the Office of the California Prison Receiver. 

 

Overcrowding Summit:  The Overcrowding Summit was a success again this year.  A slide 

packet is available. 

 

Drug shortage:  The morphine drug shortage mentioned before has not materialized. 

 

Transports were down in September compared to August.  The number of patient bypass is 

also down. 

 

VIII. EMS STAFF REPORT (Marcy Metz, R.N.) 

 

The California Department of Health Statewide Exercise is November 18, 2010.  Since the 

County participated in the Golden Guardian Exercise in May that had an explosive device 

scenario, they will work with the military to participate in a National Disaster Medical 

System (NDMS) exercise receiving patients from military planes and dispersing them 

throughout the community.  Hospitals are tailoring their scenario to meet their specific needs.    

 

A table top mass fatality exercise was conducted this past week at the Rosecrans facility.  

Sixty participants discussed how to handle a mass fatality event.  Representatives from the 

Medical Examiners Office were present as well. 

 

Plans are moving forward for the prehospital QCS computer system to be internet based.  

Full iQCS implementation is expected by April 1, 2011.  Requirements that QCS users need 

to access iQCS are being finalized.  A letter will be sent out to the community in November 

on what computer requirements are needed to access QCS through the internet. 

 

The State Trauma Advisory Committee is working on the draft for the California State 

Trauma Plan.  The statewide meeting will be in San Francisco the first week of December 

where the state plan will be released and discussed.   

 

Patrick Buttron reported that the ambulance strike training is on November 1st and 2nd, 2010.  

If anyone has questions on the training or registration, contact Mr. Buttron.  American 

Medical Response (AMR) training will be located off of Balboa.  Last week ambulance strike 

team train the trainer courses were held.   

 

There will be several WebEOC trainings primarily looking at the healthcare boards.  The 

training will be held at EMS in the training room.  Mr. Buttron will be sending out 

information on the training.  Training and sign-up is in preparation for the November 

Statewide Exercise.  There will be a follow-up on the prerequisites for the trainings. 
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The EMCC Operation Disaster Subcommittee will reconvene when the Ambulance 

Ordinance is ready for review. 

 

The Unified Disaster Council (UDC) has voted on the Annex D plan.  It will go before the 

Board of Supervisors on December 7, 2010 for their approval.  The task force will reconvene 

after the first of the year to discuss the new annex format and to develop a crosswalk. 

 

IX. SET NEXT MEETING/ADJOURNMENT 

 

Because of the November 18, 2010 Statewide Exercise, the Emergency Medical Care 

Committee (EMCC) will not be meeting next month.  The requirement for EMCC to meet 

each quarter has been met. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for January 27, 2011 at 9:00 a.m., at the County’s Health and 

Human Services Administration Building, 1700 Pacific Highway, Room 309, San Diego.   

 

 The meeting adjourned at 9:55 a.m. 

 

Submitted by 

 

 

Janet I. Wolchko 

Administrative Secretary 

County Emergency Medical Services   
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