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QUOTABLE

“To become what we are
capable of becoming is the
only end of life.”
— Robert Louis
Stevenson

The back page

Tutor trainings to tap
trends and triumphs in
teaching techniques

San Diego County isn’t
the only place with a lit-
eracy challenge

LEARN Alive!
LEARN Alive! is published

the first Wednesday of every
month by Libraries Em-
power All to Read Now
(LEARN), the San Diego
County Library literacy pro-
gram. Library hours are 10
am. to 8 p.m. Mondays
through Thursdays, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Fridays and Satur-
days and 1 to 5 p.m. Sun-
days. The El Cajon literacy
center is located at 201 East
Douglas Ave., El Cajon, CA
92020. 619-588-3740.

All the news that’s fit to LEARN:
Literacy program launches monthly
letter, cites need for reading tutors

Reading is fun and cool and enlightening and challenging and uplifting and rewarding. It’s
also a principal tool in the creation and enjoyment of new monthly newsletters like this one.
Most of us, in fact, take the process for granted. But every day, a significant share of San
Diego County’s adults find the process an unaffordable luxury, in ways they may not even
realize.

Enter Libraries Empower All to Read Now (LEARN), the San Diego County Library’s
literacy services program. Launched in July of 2005, LEARN is designed to help adult
County residents improve their reading and writing skills — at their own pace and with
their stated goals in mind — as a critical element in virtually all areas of their lives.

LEARN staff members, whose office and laboratory are located in the library system’s El
Cajon facility, conduct preliminary assessments at the branch most convenient for the pro-

(See LEARN, page 2)

From left: Kevin Vigil,

Amanda Schukle,
Marty Westlin and
Liam Kerr staff
LEARN, the San
Diego County Li-
brary’s literacy ser-
vices program.

LEARN cites a short-
age of tutors amid its
current tutor-learner
ratio of one per four.
About 422,000 adult
County residents
struggle with reading
and writing.
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spective learner. The learner is then matched with a volunteer tutor, who typically meets with the learner twice a week for 90
minutes per session. LEARN provides materials, computerized teaching aids and other support based on the tutors’ monthly
progress reports.

LEARN personnel include program coordinator Amanda Schukle, literacy specialist Kevin Vigil and AmeriCorps members
Liam Kerr and Marty Westlin. AmeriCorps is a network of local, state and national service groups that meet the needs of
70,000 Americans annually in the areas of education, public health and safety and the environment.

It’s estimated that some 422,000 San Diego County adults, or about 20 percent of the population, struggle with reading and

writing skills. The story below addresses those chal-
lenges in greater depth, citing a December report on na-
tional trends. In the coming months, this newsletter will
focus on LEARN’s efforts in the field.

Presently, LEARN’s chief obstacle involves the lack
of volunteers, noting it supplies one tutor for nearly
every four active or waiting learners. Those interested in

volunteering are invited — nay, urged — to call 888-
466-06068.

A series of concept murals marks the LEARN cen-
ter. The works depict a spectrum of learners and
the common value each places on literacy.

The meaning behind the message

About 20 percent of San Diego County’s adult residents
struggle with reading and writing. That estimate is even more
alarming in light of the difficulty involved in citing its source.
Those who have problems with reading and writing often may
be reluctant to seek help and thus are excluded from the statis-
tic.

In December of 2005, the National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES) released a report on adults’ ability to under-

Education Margaret Spellings, “is one too many in
America. We must take a comprehensive and preventive
approach, beginning with elementary schools and with
special emphasis in our high schools. We must focus
resources... to ensure that all adults have the necessary
literacy skills to be successful.”

The report, the first national study of adult literacy

stand paragraphs, sentences and job applications — with a
government assertion on its efforts to reach those who other-
wise would remain undetected.

“One adult unable to read,” said United States Secretary of

: Tutor trainings, meeting set
*LEARN will mix business and pleasure several times this
: month. We’ve scheduled tutor trainings at the county library’s
. Poway branch April 5 and 6; at the Bonita facility April 22
«and at the Vista branch April 29. On April 13, LEARN will
“host Tutor Time!, a chance for LEARN staff to meet with
‘tutors and discuss their techniques and triumphs. Refresh-
ments will be served on all occasions. The literacy center is
located at 201 East Douglas Ave., El Cajon. For more infor-
mation on any event, please call 888-466-0668.
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since 1992, was conducted among 19,000 Americans age
16 or older, most in their homes and some in prisons. It
says that American adults could read a newspaper in
2003 about as well as they could a decade ago but have
made strides in tasks involving computation.

The report says that 93 million Americans, or 43 per-
cent of the population, are at a basic or below-basic level
in reading and writing. “Below basic” is defined as “no
more than the most simple and concrete literary skills.”
Those who can perform “complex and challenging” tasks
are said to be at the proficient level and make up just 13
percent of the population, or 28 million persons. Some
95 million, or 44 percent, are at the intermediate level.

The first of many

LEARN Alive! is the latest in a growing comple-

ment of tools that address literacy issues in San
Diego County. We hope you’ve found our inaugural
installment helpful, and we look forward to serv-

ing you in the months to come. Thanks for listen-
ing!
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