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QUOTABLE

“We shouldn’t teach great
books; we should teach a
love of reading.”

— B.F. Skinner

The back page

Literacy council a major
player in local learning

Barbara Bush says
families key to literacy

LEARN Alive!
LEARN Alive! is published
the first Wednesday of every
month by Libraries Em-
power All to Read Now
(LEARN), the San Diego
County Library literacy pro-
gram. Library hours are 10
am. to 8 p.m. Mondays
through Thursdays, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Fridays and Satur-
days and 1 to 5 p.m. Sun-
days. The literacy center is
located at 201 East Douglas
Ave., El Cajon, CA 92020.
Further information is avail-
able at 619-588-3740 or
from the Adult Literacy link
at www.sdcl.org.

On their marks: LEARN staff
sets its sights on the finish line
in U-T°s annual Race for Literacy

They may not have built a track
record in the event just yet, and one
of ’em is so fat he has to let his
shower curtain out — but the staff
of Libraries Empower All to Read
Now (LEARN) will number four
strong among the 6,500 expected
participants in the San Diego Un-
ion-Tribune Race for Literacy run-
walk in Balboa Park on Saturday
and Sunday, May 6 and 7.

The race, largest kids one-mile
run-walk in California and second-
largest eight-kilometer event in the
United States (only Chicago’s
Shamrock Shuffle is bigger), raises
funds for the San Diego Council on
Literacy, whose services touched
105,000 San Diegans in 2005. (see
accompanying story on page 2).

The event, of course, promotes
the value of literacy in a visible
way — but the LEARN staff noted
that its fitness aspect makes it a
metaphor for literacy’s link to
physical well-being. The National
Institute for Literacy cites several
factors illustrating the connection:

— Individuals with low literacy
skills might not understand materi-

More than 6,500 adults and kids participate
annually in the San Diego Union-Tribune Race
for Literacy Weekend, set May 6 and 7. All pro-
ceeds benefit the San Diego Council on Liter-
acy, which in 2005 served more than 105,000
San Diegans.

Trotting out the agenda

This year’s literacy run-walk starts with the Kids’
Magic Mile, for children 12 and under, on May 6 at 8
a.m. It commences at Sixth Avenue and Laurel
Street in Balboa Park and kicks off a day of games,
hat-making and face-painting.

The big people’s eight-kilometer run-walk starts
May 7 at 8 a.m. at Balboa Park’s Hall of Champions
off Presidents Way, proceeds along Highway 163
and ends at downtown’s Pantoja Park. The 163
stretch will be closed to traffic.

Further information is available at 760-692-2900.



LEARN Alive!

Race for Literacy

als distributed by health care providers.

— Low birth weight might increase the development of health, learn-
ing and behavioral problems in children.

— There’s a direct statistical link between children of low birth
weight and their enrollment in special education classes and substandard
school performance.

— Family literacy programs provide parents with an opportunity to
learn about child development, health and nutrition.

— Partnerships between literacy and health providers are making a
difference in communities with low literacy rates.

Meanwhile, the race is on — and it’s several steps in the right direc-
tion..

First 2006 San Marcos tutor training set

LEARN has set the year’s first San Marcos branch tutor training for
Saturday, May 20, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Further information about the
meeting and LEARN’s goals is available at 619-588-3740.

QUOTABLE
A book is good company. It is full of conversation without loquacity. It
comes to your longing with full instruction but pursues you never.

— Henry Ward Beecher fornia.

Council advocates ‘literacy for all’

In 1986, statistical information on American literacy reflected pretty much what it
does today, at least in a general sense. Some improvement was noted in certain ethnic
and age groups; other categories showed drops in the acquisition of particular skills,
and one illiterate American was one too many.

Former San Diego Union-Tribune publisher Helen K. Copley got the message.
She, along with former county supervisor Brian Bilbray and officials from five county
literacy programs, founded the San Diego Council on Literacy, advocating “literacy
for all” in establishing its local, state and national partnerships.

Twenty years later, two things have remained constant: Literacy rates illustrate a
fairly grim picture, and the council changes lives.

In 2005, the council’s 22 literacy pro-
gram partners (a group that includes
LEARN) served more than 105,000 adults
and children. Its literacy hotline (888-850-
7323) connects potential volunteers with
literacy programs and alerts interested
adults about its free services. It also main-
tains a free speakers bureau and supplies
corrective lenses to learners in need.

It’s estimated that 450,000 San Diego
County residents struggle with reading
and writing skills.

The council is always in need of vol-
unteer tutors and office personnel. Its
phone number is 619-574-1641; its web
address is www.literacysandiego.org

The late Helen K. Copley, left,
co-founded the San Diego Council on
Literacy and was acquainted with
fellow philanthropist Joan Kroc, pic-
tured at right. Copley died in 2004.

Page 2

May 2006

A big kid will greet a bunch of little ones at the
Kids’ Magic Mile event on May 6. 3,500 chil-
dren 12 and under will participate in this one-
mile walk-run, the largest such event in Cali-

Parents first teachers,
Barbara Bush says in
touting family literacy

Noting this nation’s “terrible” high
school dropout rate, former First Lady
Barbara Bush said that families must
work together to strengthen the overall
reading skill level in the United States.

In an April 19 interview for Fox
News’ “On the Record,” Bush said she
believes “the breakup of the American
family has a huge amount to do with
[substandard literacy]. I mean, parents
are the first teachers.”

Bush called the reported 30 percent
school dropout rate in some areas of the
country “terrible,” adding the figure
would drop “if they had a good, strong
family and... teachers who could take
time...

“If you get a good base in the first
and second grade and you can read, you
can do anything.”

Since its inception in 1989, the Bar-
bara Bush Foundation for Family Liter-
acy has awarded nearly $17 million to
500 family literacy programs in 47
states and in Washington, D.C.
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