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“Show me the books he
loves, and I shall know the
man far better than through
mortal friends.”

— Dawn Adams

The back page

Literacy Specialist
Kevin Vigil will join
Library staff amid
expansion plans

Ad campaign fuels
increase in inquiries
from potential tutors

Liam Kerr is heading to his native
Northeast and a management
parley at Dartmouth College.

Read f/ies!: LLIEARN’s

first year

marked by growth in responsibility,
personnel and county presence

When LEARN celebrates its 501st anniversary in 2506, San Diego County will probably spill
over into, like, New Mexico or something. The average price of a new Hillcrest condo will

equal approximately six months’ interest on the national debt. The national debt will be calcula-
ble only through a program created especially for that purpose, and a hard drive of suitable size

won’t have been invented for another 80 years.

For the moment, though, all systems are go. Libraries Empower All to Read Now (LEARN),
founded July 1, 2005 as a County Library venture, heads into its second year amid plans for

staff additions, a North County site and a marked increase in inquiries from potential tutors (see
Word of Mouth on page 2).

Amanda Schukle, LEARN coordinator, said the group’s plans for growth include a service cen-
ter in Vista, the hiring of two additional full-time Literacy Specialists and the recruitment of an
additional full-time AmeriCorps member.

LEARN also plans to expand the scope of its services in 2006-07 by offering ESOL (English for

Speakers of Other Languages) classes, family literacy programming, and California High

School Proficiency exam (CHSPE) preparation classes.

LEARN’s Liam Kerr to take part
in nonprofit management parley

It’s not quite his native Needham, Mass. — but on July
12, LEARN’s Liam Kerr will be headed in that general di-
rection. He’ll join 12 others at Dartmouth College’s Tuck
School of Business in Hanover, N.H., for a business skills
seminar in nonprofit management. The annual parley,
scheduled this year from July 13 to Aug. 11, centers on
business and nonprofit leaders’ instruction in social market-
ing and entrepreneurial skills.

The UPS Foundation, the shipment giant’s charitable
trust, funds the program through several scholarships.

Kerr, 23, took a Bachelor of Arts degree in history from
Providence (R.1.) College in 2005.

UPCOMING EVENTS

LEARN will hold its sec-
ond Tutor Time!, a network-
ing meeting for the ex-
change of ideas between
tutors, Wednesday, July 26,
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at the
Literacy Center, 201 E.
Douglas Ave., El Cajon.
LEARN will also hold tutor
training meetings Saturday,
July 8, at the Lemon Grove
branch library and Satur-
day, July 22, at the Rancho
San Diego site. Both ses-
sions begin at 10 a.m. In-
terested parties may call 1-
888-466-0668.
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County decision paves way
for Vigil to join library staff

Four years from now, Kevin Vigil says, he’ll be in South
Africa for the World Cup soccer tournament, about which he’s
the deﬁnltlve source. For now, he’s set to join the County Li-

brary staff shortly as a L1brary Associate.
Vigil, 34, is LEARN’s second in command,
- and as such, he’s responsible for pairing tu-
~ tors and learners and helping formulate plans
for LEARN’s tutor trainings. He and the staff
are refining the group’s training process, to - T
include more interactive programming and  the san Diego County Library’s El Cajon branch, at 201
an upgraded DVD training aid. East Douglas Ave., is home to Libraries Empower All to
Vigil and LEARN note a sharp increase in Read Now (LEARN), the library system’s literacy pro-
gram. The County is expanding the program northward
with the Vista library (below) as its second site

| potential tutors, who report that they first
heard of the program through the media.

Westlin brings experience,

power of the press to LEARN

Marty Westlin is by far the oldest and fattest member of the
LEARN staff. He, like Kerr, is an AmeriCorps member — his
year of service will end in December, after which time he’ll

- continue to expand Editorial ArS, the arts-
related news service he started in January of
2005. He’s the founding publisher of two news-
letters (including this one) and is the theater
critic for the weekly San Diego CityBeat news-
paper. He also writes for the San Diego Commu-
nity Newspaper Group’s weekly, monthly and
quarterly publications.

Westlin, 56, tutors three learners in his part-
J time capacity “It’s one thing to write the sto-

, ries,” he explained. “It’s another to ensure peo-
Mar’cv Westlin ple can make use of them.”

Kevin Vigil

QUOTABLE

“Where is human nature so weak as in the bookstore?”
— Henry Ward Beecher

Word of mouth: LEARN noles rise in tutor inquiries

Virtually all of LEARN’s prospective tutors cite the media as the source of their awareness of the program — and since the
beginning of the year, stepped-up radio advertising campaigns have yielded results, according to Kevin Vigil, the Literacy Special-
ist responsible for the program’s tutor-learner pairings

Vigil noted that the bulk of prospective teachers are County employees, retirees, students and parents of grown children. While
he cites the ongoing need for tutors, he notes that the ratio has fallen sharply since the beginning of the year. When LEARN was

founded in July of 2005, one tutor was available for every four learners. The gap has closed to about one to every two and a half.
It’s estimated that about 422,000 San Diego

County adults struggle with issues related to read- ) LEARN .Allve,

ing and writing. These issues are insidious and can | Editor/publisher: Martin Jones Westlin o

involve everything from family interaction to mat- Editorial consultants: Amanda Schukle , Kevin Vigil, Liam Kerr

ters of personal health and safety Published every first Wednesday by Libraries Empower All to Learn Now
LEARN will hold five tutor trainings through ¢

(LEARN), the San Diego County Library literacy program. Library hours:
: . 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Fridays and
July and August. Further information on volunteer- 1 -
ing is available at 619-588-3740.

Saturdays, 1 - 5 p.m. Sundays. 201 East Douglas Ave., El Cajofl CA 92020
619-588-3740. www.sdcl.org; click the Adult Literacy link
Page 2
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