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QUOTABLE

“You don’t have to burn
books to destroy a culture.
Just get people to stop
reading them.”

—Ray Bradbury

The back page

The end of this
month’s lead story
dishes some dirt about
a doctor who may
have taken censorship
too far.

Please contact LEARN
about the story below!

Play ball
with us!

The San Diego Padres and the
Arizona Diamondbacks won’t
be going for any world records
when they play at Petco Park on
Tuesday, Sept. 19 (such is the
sorry state of things in the Na-
tional League West). You, on
the other hand, might figure in a
record of another kind — one
that involves something more

(See Play ball! on page 2)

As International Literacy Month nears,
banned books make for ironic twist

The experts? Drop ’em five bucks, flash em your toothiest smile and send ’em on their way.
Statistics? Not one of ‘em worth the time and arithmetic. One quick look at the Internet gives
you a bird’s eye view of the extent to which literacy issues affect the nation. No fewer than /7
million Web locations feature at least one reference to “literacy sites” — that’s from just one
search engine, and that figure doesn’t even factor in the number of links per address.

International Literacy Month — September — will be here in about 15 minutes. There’s a
certain comfort in that, especially when you consider that some of those addresses contain links
to history’s classic literature and its role in the tutoring process. What’s weird, at least as far as
LEARN is concerned, is that some of those very books almost never saw the light of day. Uncle
Tom’s Cabin, Brave New World, even The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: To one extent or
another, all of them met with disapproval for material that pales by today’s standards — to wit:

* James Joyce’s Ulysses, pub-
lished in 1918, was banned due
to its perceived sexual content.
Four years later, the federal post
office department burned 500
copies of the novel about a mar-
ried woman’s courtship.

" Irish author James Joyce wrote
. Ulysses — but at least 500 peo-

i ple never got to read it.

¥

August trainings set

LEARN’s August tutor trainings
will be held at the Vista branch
library on the 12th and at the
Bonita venue on the 26th, both
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Please
call 619-588-3740 for details..

(See Banned books on page 2)

No one is immune

Toni Morrison is one of America’s best-known au-
thors, with the 1993 Nobel Prize for literature to
show for her efforts — and even she hasn’t escaped
the scrutiny of various schools and the parents who
send their kids. Her The Bluest Eye is regularly chal-
lenged because of its allegedly racist overtones and
its passages dealing with child molestation. Critics
routinely call her Song of Solomon “pornographic.” .
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Banned books

subplot about witchcraft.

Circle award in 1938.

* Censors have declared The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Haw-

thorne’s 1850 novel with an adultery theme, “obscene” and about coming of age in rural America, was called “trash suitable
“pornographic.” Many critics also took exception to the novel’s only for the slums” when it was banned by the Concord Public

* Censors have banned Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck’s

novel about the tragic bond between two itinerant cowboys, cludes many passages about sexual freedom and drug use. It’s
calling the characterizations “offensive” and “vulgar.” Even so, entirely satirical in its approach — yet it’s been banned for its
the novel became a play and won a New York Drama Critics language and perceived assaults on morality.

QUOTABLE

“Never judge a book
by its movie.”

—J.W. Eagan
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* The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain’s story

Library in 1885.
* Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World, published in 1932, in-

* Daniel Defoe’s Moll Flanders, published in 1732, reflects

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s on the adventures of a young girl as she turns to prostitution.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a clas- Critics have challenged it for its perceived sexual explicitness.
sic novel

realities of pre-Civil War . .

black slavell"y, has met I0om’s Cabin, the Harriet Beecher Stowe novel said to have
with its share of censor- fucled racial segregation upon its publication in 1952. Beecher
ship amid
over language. Stowe, a
devout Christian, is said . . o .

to castigate Ju&aism jn erary history — and if you’re familiar with the word
the book —
President Lincoln noted Bowdler, a 19th-century physician, edited and published The
her take on the social and Family Shakespeare with children in mind, excising the earthier

political chasm between [anguage and gorier passages. Today, to bowdlerize a text
the races. “So you're the

little woman,” he report-
edly said upon meeting
her, “who wrote the book
that

war."”

on the harsh Language and racial content led to controversy over Uncle

its concerns was an abolitionist.

One critic took matters into his own hands like nobody in lit-

and even ‘bowdlerize,” you already know part of the story. Thomas

means to sanitize it, to relieve it of its substance in an overzeal-
ous attempt at censorship. And Thomas Bowdler pays the price
every day — his name strikes ire in the hearts of those who ad-

great Vvocate an uncensored press. No good deed, as they say, goes
unpunished.

made this

Play ball!

essential than even the national pastime (yes, such an enterprise does exist).

If you’ve read the story on page 1, you know that September is International Literacy
Month. To mark the occasion, the San Diego Council on Literacy is partnering with the

Dads to raise money and public awareness for San Diego Literacy Network programs
(including LEARN).

What we’re all gonna try to do is set a world record for the most people reading out loud
at the same time. The script reportedly involves the story of the Friar (the team mascot),
and even the people from The Guinness Book of Records will be there to hear it (like we
said, this is a legitimate attempt at a world mark). Record to beat: 6,210 children from
Gary, Ind., Community School Corporation read together on June 1, 2004.

Contestants must check in by 6:40 p.m., with the reading taking place between 6:45 and
6:50. The game starts at 7:05 and will feature other events to raise awareness about liter-
acy, including a visit from the Friar in the sections where the event participants are sitting.

Game tickets are discounted to $12, with half the proceeds going to San Diego Literacy
Network programs. You can pay either in cash or by a check made out to “San Diego
Council on Literacy” — but please pay! Contact LEARN via e-mail at

learnstaff@sdcounty.ca.gov or by phone at (888) 466-0668 to order tickets. The National
League West may not be the model division this year, and Detroit’s going to win the
World Series anyway — but with 422,000 San Diego County adults struggling with liter-
acy issues, the final score is of secondary importance.
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