
LEARN 
   Alive! 

 

 Vo l ume  I  
 I s s ue  7  
 O c t obe r  2006  

Quotable 
 

To read without reflecting 
is like eating 

without digesting. 
 

— Edmund Burke 
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LEARN is hard at work 
compiling its own proce-
dures manual amid its 
plans for expansion. 
 

Statistics do not lie — 
unless, of course, they’re  
in a United Nations report 
on literacy. 

LEARN umbrella council 
to welcome a special guest 
 

By MARTIN JONES WESTLIN 
 

Editor/publisher, LEARN Alive!  

LEARN sets tutor parleys  
 

LEARN has set its latest tutor training for Saturday, Oct. 7, from 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the County Library system’s El Cajon branch, 201 
East Douglas Ave. LEARN staff will guide potential tutors through its 
learner assessment procedures and will outline the initial stages of the 
tutor-learner relationship. Interested parties are invited to call 619-588-
3740. 
 
LEARN has also scheduled its latest Tutor Time! session for Wednes-
day, Oct. 18, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the El Cajon branch. The meet-
ing is designed to facilitate communication between tutors about their 
learners and learning experiences. About 45 LEARN tutors work with 
50 learners throughout San Diego County. 
 
It’s estimated that 440,000 adult San Diego County residents — about 
one-fifth the county’s population — struggle with reading and writing.    

Dyslexia has affected people from many walks 
of life, including comedian Whoopi Goldberg 
(left) and her friend Cher. 

By now, the transposed letters and turns of phrase have assumed a solid place in popular cul-
ture. “The Untied States of America”; “Stop unclear proliferation”; “In Dog we trust”: The 
potentially endless litany marks this country’s dyslexic community with a gentle humor that 
even its target group appreciates. But a complex cognition-based set of phenomena looms be-
neath the cutesy patter — and its lessons aren’t lost on the San Diego Council on Literacy. 
 

Accordingly, the council has set aside two Saturdays in October for seminars on the cause and 
effect of this condition. The Coping Strategies for Dyslexic Adults Workshop will be held Oct 
7 and 21 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Mission Valley Library, 2123 Fenton Parkway — and 
ideally, the Council, of which LEARN is a member, will have drawn some of its inspiration 
from a book by a speaker slated to appear at the second meeting. 
 

The work is titled The Teacher Who Couldn’t Read, and it was written by an Oceanside man 
who’d managed to work his way through college and become an instructor for 17 years despite  
his functional illiteracy. John Corcoran detailed his dilemma earlier this year at a San 

(See Dyslexia workshop  on page 2) 
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Quotable 
 

He that loves a book will never want a faithful 
friend, a wholesome counselor, a cheerful companion, 
an effectual comforter. By studying, by 
reading, by thinking, one may innocently divert  
and pleasantly entertain himself, as in all weathers, as 
in all fortunes. 

— Barrow 

Dyslexia workshop 
Diego bookstore, reportedly telling his audience that “I used a 
lot of metaphors and analogies in my oral language to try to 

communicate things because I did-
n’t have the words. When you learn 
how to read and write and spell, 
your oral language skills change; 
they improve.” 
 

“Some people,” Corcoran reportedly 
continued, “say ’Why didn’t your 
wife teach you to read? She’s liter-
ate.’ It’s not a good idea for hus-
bands and wives to try to teach each 
other certain things. Husbands 
should never try to teach their wives 
how to drive a car, and wives should 
never teach their husbands how to 
read.”   

San Diego CityBeat reported that Corcoran told his audience it’s 
“everybody’s duty” to work toward a literate population. “As a 
matter of fact,” he added, “everybody in this store that has a 
precious gift of literacy ought to be thinking about sharing that 
precious gift with someone else.” 
 
Corcoran founded the nonprofit John Corcoran Foundation, 
established in 1997 to facilitate “the prevention and eradication 
of illiteracy... [in] children across America.” 

 

LEARN: Your Lessons 
 

LEARN is compiling a procedures handbook for use by its staff, 
prospective tutors and other volunteers. Tentatively titled 
LEARN: Your Lessons, the guide will include information on 
LEARN and its purpose, tutor trainings procedures and the fun-
damentals of field and office work. Publication is set for Nov. 6, 
prior to the opening of the North County literacy center in Vista. 

Winston Churchill was 
one of many world 
leaders afflicted with 
dyslexia. 

The winners get to write the history books — that’s why the 
most general statistics on global literacy often reflect such a 
rosy outlook on populations’ abilities to read and write. A re-
cent United Nations Development Programme report shows no 
fewer than 20 countries tied for first on the world’s literacy 
roster, all claiming a 99.9 percent share. You have to go all the 
way down to country No. 36 (Tonga) to find the first place that 
drops out of the 99th percentile. And since the report ranks 
only 127 nations, all signs point to a smooth ride in the global 
scheme of things. 
 

The report, however, fails to note the obvious — that literacy 
is in the eye and mind of the beholder. Literacy criteria vary 
wildly from country to country. While some (like Scotland) 
outline fairly sophisticated testing requirements, others meas-
ure literacy only by their populations’ abilities to sign their 
names or make their marks, if they measure it at all. In an age 
of discouraging realities surrounding literacy levels, such 
vaguely considered statistics don’t exactly inspire confidence.     

The darkest areas of this World Factbook map reflect the 
globe’s highest literacy levels. A recent United Nations 
Development Programme report states that the popula-
tions of several Western European countries are the 
most literate; the U.S. places 21st in its latest ranking. 
The Western African nation of Burkina Faso ranks last, at 
No. 127, with a 12.8 percent literacy rate.    

World literacy: the other side of the spectrum  
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