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MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN MY LIFE

My name is Esteban Ramirez, and | and break them up, I can spell and not be | started the reading program in February

have been taking a Wilson Reading = afraid to do this.and.| have more confidence.  on level 2 of the Wilson Reading System and

System class for the last 11 months
I am 29 years old, and | have dyslexia. When
I went to school, | didn’t want to read and
write because the kids would make fun of me.
So instead | became the big bad man at school,
but it didn’t help me because all it did was
make me feel bad about myself. | was feeling
dumb that | was not like all the rest of the kids
in my class so | missed a lot of school, and
then 1 just stopped going.

now | am on level 7, and the whole time it has
made me like to read and understand what |
am reading by learning-about open-syllables
and-closed syllables, base words and suffixes.
All this | didn’t know how to break down but
today | cand All this I didn’t learn in
school but with Hector’s help | started to learn
about long vowels and short vowels, which
vas all new to me. And all | can do now is
row from here in my reading and writing. |
think joining this program has been one of the
best decisions I’ve made in my life.

Now | am 29 years old, and | want to make
a difference in my life today by improving my
reading and writing so | started to take a class
with Hector with the Vista Library’s Adult
Literacy Program. This is one of the best
things that | have done for myself because |
did not like to read before. But now because
of Hector teaching me how to sound out words

Current Learner—Esteban Ramirez

r more information on the Wilson Reading
System or the methods Hector uses, please
email him at hector.ortega@sdcounty.ca.gov.

“Life’s most urgent question is: what are you doing for others?”
- Martin Luther King Junior

THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY

| ooking back over the past year, | am very proud of all that | was

able to accomplish at
in so many ways; the

It has been an amazing experience, and | have benefited from it
ships and memories | have made will last a lifetime.

Of all the projects | have worked on, the events | have planned, and the lessons | have e
thing that | am most proud of is helping four learners pass their Citizenship test. | feel so privile
to have been able to help these people learn about American government and the democratic process
this is an accomplishment that | know made a difference in their lives and min

To the LEARN staff, you are a wonderful group of people. | have had tf
laughing with all of you. This program is successful because of you and will ¢
cause of all of the hard work you each do. Thank you for the opportunity tc

time working and
inue to grow be-
a year with you.

To the Vista Library staff, | truly enjoyed working with all of you. | wi ss all the warm smiles
and thoughtful gestures. Thank you for including me as part of the team, an sure that | will see
you around the community.

From left, AmeriCorps Alums
Nene Ogbechie, Liliana Cilia, and
Laura Burlew

| am going to miss everyone, and it is with difficulty that | say goodbye
workers, tutors, and learners. It has been a pleasure working for LEARN, |
much and what a difference you have all made in my life.

of my friends, co-
enjoyed this year so

Laura Burlew—AmeriCorps Member
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LEARN Alive!

O

n Saturday, December 12", from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm, the
LEARN Program hosted its first Holiday Potluck Party at the
El Cajon Library. The intent of the party was to complement

HOL

AY PARTY

For article submissions, please contact Jason Romano at

jason.romano(@sdcounty.ca.gov or (760) 643-5144

There

the Annual Picnic in showing appreciation for a

| the support LEARN

has received. It was a fun and festive way for

h

e staff, LEARN and

tendees who took pal
thing from snowflake
crafts to Super Scrab
To.add some additiona

were a tots

Dec 2009/ Jan 2010

bl

arts and

n every-

e matches.

Laubach tutors and learners, and their loved o

s t0 enjoy: some

ood,

fun, and games.

LEARN and Laubach enjoying the Holiday Party

LEARN EXPAND

COMPUTER BASICS

EARN has added a new class to its rep-

ertoire this past October; Desiree Garcia

has designed and taught a computer
class at the Encinitas and Vista Branch Librar-
ies. It was designed as an 11 week series of
classes that teaches the basics of computers.
The class is called Computer Basics because
only the fundamentals are taught: what a com-
puter is and navigating around it, using the
mouse and keyboard, creating a document in
Microsoft Word, navigating the internet, and
setting up and sending an email.

The first series of classes in both Encinitas
and Vista has already ended; however, the new
series will begin in January for both Encinitas
and Vista. The Encinitas class begins January
4™ and will be held every Monday from 2-4
pm and the Vista class begins January 5" and
runs every Tuesday from 12-2pm. The class is
on a first-come, first-served basis with seats
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Everyone

seemed to re

ally enjoy the opportunity to meet and chat with

new and old members of

the . EARN and Laubach family. The entire

LEARN staff
uted towards

day seaso

would like

to thank all those who attended and contrib-

makin

this

a memorable event during this special holi-

n

aquel Sojourner— AmeriCorps Member

reserved for returning students. T

limited to the number of computers, so be sure
to arrive early if you would like to attend.

Desiree Garcia— AmeriCo

AS

SES

S

he space

nly serving El Cajon and Vista, LEARN now

ers English conversation in 4S, Bonita, El

jon, Lincoln Acres, Poway, Solana Beach,

3

and Vista. Starting in January, LEARN will

rps Member

also begin facilitating classes at the Casa de
ro branch location.

"/

CONVERSATION

CAFE

n October, the LEARN pri

ograrr

began fa-

cilitating an English conversati

on group at

Ithe Bonita-Sunnyside Branch

The class

started with a small but consistent
people and has since grown to a
sh

group of 2

steady group

of 5. The group practices Engli

onversa-

tion skills through language games

and activi-

ties, discussions of current events

as well as

issues that are pertinent to ever

on

€ present.

The Bonita-Sunnyside English

~

onversa-

tion Café is just one new course t

t is being

offered by LEARN. Literacy has

recently

been expanding its English Conve

rsation Café

program throughout the county

Previously
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Crosby— AmeriCorps Member

WITH SINCERE

APPRECIATION
The LEARN Staff would like to thank the
following people for their help in
making our program a success!

Lisa Beckman— HQ
Candy Bonner— Portero
Laura Burlew— Vista
El Cajon Staff
LucyGrace Garceau and
the RBV chapter of the DAR
Darren Witt— HQ




LEARN Alive!

—
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
HOLIDAY
No Classes
Citizenship Class Computer Class ‘Conversation Café Citizenship Class Conversation Café
Vista 6:00p-7:30p Vista 12p-2p Lincoln Acres 9:30a-10:30a San Marcos 5p-7p El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
4S Ranch 6:30p-7:45p Solana Beach 10a-11a . f& Bonita 10a-11a
Spring Valley 10:30a-11:30a Conversation Cafe ista 10:30a-11:30a Conversation Cafe
i a 4S Ranch 8:302-9:30a L G Rancho San Diego ESL_g:Iass
omputer Class ass 10a-12p El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Encinitas 2p-4p ESL Class 9:30a-11:30a ESL Classes
N . Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a S
Conversation Cafe Lemon Grove 10:30a-12:30 Fl Cojon 3:30a-11:302
Casa de Oro 10a-11a Vista 5 :8 0P Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a
El Cajon 11:30a-12:30p Spring Valloy &p-3 ista 5p-8p
Poway 12p-1p 2 Y °p-%p
ESL Classes
El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Lemon Grove 10:30a-12:30p
Spring Valley 6p-8p
10 N 12 13 14 15 16
Citizenship Class Computer Class Conversation Café itizenship Class Conversation Café
Vista 6:00p-7:30p Vista 12p-2p Lincoln Acres 9:30a-10:30a San Marcos 5p-7p El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
4S Ranch 6:30p-7:45p Solana Beach 10a-11a c jon Café Bonita 10a-11a
Spring Valley 10:30a-11:30a Conversation Cafe Vista 10:30a-11:30a onversatioh Cafe
4S Ranch 8:302-9:30a Rancho San Diego ESL Class
Computer Class : : ESL Class 10a-11:30a El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Encinitas 2p-4p ESL Class El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a L Classes
P ARSI
Conversation Café Loncinitos 3o8e 1308 El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Casa de Oro 10a-11a emon &;:: 5 :8 a-1£:30p Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a
El Cajon 11:30a-12:30p Sorins Vol 65.8 Vista 5p-8p
Poway 12p-1p pring Valley op-Sp
ESL Classes
El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Lemon Grove 10:30a-12:30p
Spring Valley 6p-8p
17 18 19 20 2 22 23
HOLIDAY Computer Class Conversation Café Citizenship Class Conversation Café
No Classes Vista 12p-2p Lincoln Acres 9:30a-10:30a San Marcos 5p-Tp El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Solana Beach 10a-1 la . Bonita 10a-11a
Conversation Cafe Vista 10:30a-11:30a _Conversat,rLl.Cafe
4S Ranch 8:302-9:30a Rancho San Diego ESL Class
: ! FSL Class 10a-11:30a El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
. .ESL Class El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a ESL Classes
Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a El Cajon 9:30a-11:304
Lemon Gr?ve 10:30a-12:30p Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a
Vista 5p-8p Vista 5p-8p
Spring Valley 6p-8p
Spring Valley 6p-8p
24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30
*Citizenship Ceremony* Computer Class Conversation Café Citizenship Class Conversation Café
Vista 6p-7:30p Vista 12p-2p Lincoln Acres 9:30a-10:30a San Marcos 5p-7p El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a Tut
o . Solana Beach 10 10a-11 o
Citizenship Class el versation Cafe t’i:;alof;;a-l I:a ;a Conversation Café e Training
Spring Valley 10:30a-11:30a 45 Ranch 8:302-9:30a Rancho San Diego ESL. Class EC
it ESL Class 10a-11:30a El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a 10a-4p
Computer Class : )
Encinitas 2p-4p ESL Class El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a ESL Classes

Conversation Café
Casa de Oro 10a-11a
El Cajon 11:30a-12:30p
Poway 12p-1p
ESL Classes
El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Lemon Grove 10:30a-12:30p
Spring Valley 6p-8p

Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a
Lemon Grove 10:30a-12:30p
Vista 5p-8p
Spring Valley 6p-8p

El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a
Vista 5p-8p
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LEARN Alive!

Sun Mon

February

Tue

Wed

Thu

Citizenship Class
Vista 6:00p-7:30p
4S Ranch 6:30p-7:45p

Spring Valley 10:30a-11:30a

Computer Class
Encinitas 2p-4p

Conversation Café
Casa de Oro 10a-11a
El Cajon 11:30a-12:30p
Poway 12p-1p
ESL Classes
El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Lemon Grove 10:30a-12:30p
Spring Valley 6p-8p

Citizenship Class
Vista 6:00p-7:30p
4S Ranch 6:30p-7:45p
Spring Valley 10:30a-11:30a

Computer Class
Encinitas 2p-4p

Conversation Café
Casa de Oro 10a-11a
El Cajon 11:30a-12:30p
Poway 12p-1p
ESL Classes
El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Lemon Grove 10:30a-12:30p
Spring Valley 6p-8p

14

HOLIDAY
No Classes

21 22

Citizenship Class
Vista 6:00p-7:30p
4S Ranch 6:30p-7:45p
Spring Valley 10:30a-11:30a

Computer Class
Encinitas 2p-4p

Conversation Café
Casa de Oro 10a-11a
El Cajon 11:30a-12:30p
Poway 12p-1p

ESL Classes
El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Lemon Grove 10:30a-12:30p
Spring Valley 6p-8p

28

15

I 2

Computer Class
Vista 12p-2p

Conversation Cafe

Conversation Café

Fri

Sat

Citizenship Class

Lincoln Acres 9:30a-10:30a
Solana Beach 10a-11a
Vista 10:30a-11:30a

4S Ranch 8:30a-9:30a

ESL Class

ESL Class
Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a
Lemon Grove 10:30a-12:30p
Vista 5p-8p
Spring Valley 6p-8p

8 9

Computer Class
Vista 12p-2p

Conversation Cafe
4S Ranch 8:30a-9:30a

ESL Class
Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a
Lemon Grove 10:30a-12:30p
Vista 5p-8p
Spring Valley 6p-8p

16

Computer Class
Vista 12p-2p

Conversation Cafe
4S Ranch 8:30a-9:30a

ESL Class
Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a
Lemon Grove 10:30a-12:30p
Vista 5p-8p
Spring Valley 6p-8p

23

Computer Class
Vista |12p-2p

Conversation Cafe
4S Ranch 8:30a-9:30a

ESL Class
Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a
Lemon Grove 10:30a-12:30p
Vista 5p-8p
Spring Valley 6p-8p

0

ajon 9:30a-11:30a

5

Conversation Café

San Marcos 5p-7p

Conversation Café

El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Bonita 10a-11a

Rancho San Diego ESL Class
10a-11:30a El'Ca 30a-11:30a
ESL Classes

El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a
Vista 5p-8p

Conversation Café

Citizenship Class

Lincoln Acres 9:30a-10:30a

12

Conversation Café

San Marcos 5p-7p

Solana Beach 10a-11a

Vista 10:30a-11:30a

Conversation Café

Rancho San Diego

ESL Class

a-1 1:30a

El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a

ESL Classes

ajon 9:30a-11:30a

ncinitas 9:30a-11:30a

ista 5p-8p

17
Conversation Café
Lincoln Acres 9:30a-10:30a
Solana Beach 10a-11a
Vista 10:30a-11:30a

ESL Class
El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a

Citizenship Class

El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
Bonita 10a-11a

ESL Class
El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a

19

Conversation Café

San Marcos 5p-7p

Conversation Café

Rancho San Diego

10a-11:30a

20

El.Cajon 9:30a-11:30a Tutor
Bonita 10a-11a Training

inVS

ESL Class 10a-4p

ajon 9:30a-11:30a

ESL Classes

El Cdjon 9:30a-11:

w
(=3
8

Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a

Vista 5p-8,

25

24
Conversation Café

Citizenship Class

Lincoln Acres 9:30a-10:30a

26
Conversation Café

San Marcos 5p-7p

ajon 9:30a-11:30a

Solana Beach 10a-11a

Bonita 10a-11a

Vista 10:30a-11:30a

Conversation Café

Rancho San Diego

ESL Class

10a-11:30a

El Cajon 9:30a-1]:30a

ESL Classes
El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a
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Encinitas 9:30a-11:30a
Vista 5p-8p

ESL Class

El Cajon 9:30a-11:30a

27




