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 With the newly remodeled Vista Branch, the old 

Literacy Center not only moved to a larger room but has 

also changed its name to Empowerment Center.  You will 

find the new Empowerment Center behind the new com-

puter lab, next to Study Room B.  The open space in the 

center of the room can be used for large groups of up to 

12 people, such as Laubach’s News for You computer 

class or the e-Book classes held on Saturdays.  There are 

also three cubicles for one-on-one or small group instruc-

tion:  a small one for up to four people, a medium one for 

up to six people and a large one for up to eight peo-

ple.  Tutors can reserve cubicles by signing into the calen-

dars hanging on the outer cubicle walls.   

 In addition, tutors can also use the office area to 

print, copy or scan literacy related materials by logging 

into the extra desktop.  As always, the general public is 

allowed to browse and check out items from our literacy 

collection, conveniently shelved one step from the en-

trance.   The Empowerment Center will also be partnering 

with various organizations to provide space for services 

offered to the community.  The VITA (Volunteer Income 

Tax Assistance) program, for example, is currently mak-

ing use of the Empowerment Center to help low-income 

families file their tax returns.  We hope the Empowerment 

Center will facilitate the growth and development of 

LEARN, Laubach and the Vista community in general.  

 

Hector Ortega 

Library Associate 

 

New space in vista 

Your San Diego County Library has been named the 

2012 Library of the Year by Gale/Library Journal.  See 

page 2 for details. 

Entrance to the new Empowerment Center at the Vista Branch 

A tutor-learner pair takes advantage of the new space in the 
Empowerment Center at the Vista Branch Library. 



- Page 2 -  

LEARN Alive! 

For article submissions, please contact LEARN at  
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Meeting The Challenge 

 Congratulations to Flavio Nuñez Gonzalez for being selected runner up in 

the Emerging Writers category of the Southern California Library Literacy Net-

work’s 2012 Writer to Writer Challenge.  For the Writer to Writer Challenge, par-

ticipants read a book of their choice and then write a letter of appreciation to the 

author.  Many thanks to LEARN tutor Andree Bergman for helping Flavio write 

his letter to Terry Barber, author of Cesar Chavez.  Andree and Flavio have been 

working together since September of last year. 

 

www.sdcl.org/learn 

 

2012 LEARN 
Summer Reading Program 

 

June 15—August 10 
 

How it works: 
 

▪ Learners complete any com-
bination of 4 achievements 
& win a prize.  Achieve-
ments include reading a 
book, listening to an audio 
book, or accomplishing a 
goal 

▪ Record achievements on a 
LEARN summer reading 
bookmark 

▪ Contact LEARN staff to claim 
prize 

 
Contact LEARN to enroll your 
learner in the LEARN Summer 
Reading Program 
 

888.466.0668 

Flavio Nuñez Gonzalez stands with his tutor Andree Bergman 

 Each year, Gale (part of Cengage Learning) and Library Journal magazine select a public library that demon-

strates exceptional service to the community, creativity, and leadership & innovation in developing community pro-

grams as Library of the Year.  On Sunday, June 24th at the American Library Association’s annual conference in Ana-

heim, the San Diego County Library was bestowed with this prestigious honor, and given the award for the 2012 Li-

brary of the Year.   

 The SDCL was selected for its unique programming and strategic budget allocation.  Over the past six years, 

the SDCL has tripled library circulation and quadrupled program attendance.  In addition, despite a 32% decrease in 

funding, the SDCL has increased business hours and built several new libraries without having to let go of staff mem-

bers.  Follow this link to read the Library Journal article: http://lj.libraryjournal.com/2012/06/library-services/2012-

galelj-library-of-the-year-san-diego-county-library-empowering-the-public/ 

SDCL Named Library of the Year 

Check out the LEARN blog at http://www.sdcl-learn.blogspot.com/ 
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