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Suse MacDonald grew up in Glencoe, Illinois and earned her B.A. in art from the State 
University of Iowa.  Her early art career included five years of textbook illustration 
followed by ten years of architectural drafting and design. 
 
In 1975 her love of illustration prompted a shift in focus and a return to art studies in 
Boston.  She enrolled at the New England School of Art and Design, The Art Institute, 
and the Radcliffe Seminar Program.  It was in a course in writing and illustrating 
children's books at Radcliffe that Suse found her niche. 
 
The result was her first book, Alphabatics, which was published by Bradbury Press, a 
Macmillan imprint.  The book was well received and won two prestigious awards: a 
Caldecott Honor presented by the American Library Association and The Golden Kite 
Award presented by the Society of Children's Book Writers. 
 
Her next sixteen books, three of which were written and illustrated in collaboration with 
Bill Oakes, were Numblers, Puzzlers, Once Upon Another, Space Spinners, Who 
Says a Dog Goes Bow-Wow, Sea Shapes, Nanta's Lion, Peck, Slither 
and Slide, Elephants on Board, Look Whooo’s Counting, Here a Chick, Where a 
Chick?, A Was Once An Apple Pie, Fish Swish Splash Dash Counting Round and 
Round, Alphabet Animals, Shape by Shape and I Love You, a rebus poem by Jean 
Marzallo.   
 
In addition to her writing and illustrating, Suse loves to garden, hike and play tennis. 
She currently has her studio in her home and lives with her husband in San Diego. 
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