
 
 
 
About the Authors: Until 1998, Brian Monaghan was a highly successful 
plaintiff’s trial attorney practicing in San Diego. Educated at the United States 
Naval Academy, he served in Vietnam before entering the University of 
California, Hastings College of the Law. He founded his own law firm, and 
throughout his career earned numerous awards and citations as a trial lawyer. 
He has appeared on various television news programs, including The Today 
Show, 20/20, and NBC Dateline. He currently serves on the board of directors 
of the American Ireland Fund, the Salk Institute International Council, 
Hastings College of the Law at the University of California, and the San Diego 
Padres baseball team. Gerri Monaghan became a paralegal in the 1970s; she 
met Brian when applying for a job at his firm. They married in 1995. Before 
turning all of her attention to Brian and this book, Gerri spoke regularly at 
seminars regarding the role of paralegals; she was an active member of the 
League of Women Voters.  
 


