Fetal Deaths and Abandoned Remains
The following information has been obtained verbatim from the California Handbook of Births and Deaths:

The disposition of a fetus of less than 20 weeks urogestation does not require a death certificate and no permit for disposition is issued.
A fetus under 20 weeks urogestation may be left with the hospital for disposition. Disposition of these fetuses may occur as follows:

* a cemetery or crematory may accept a less than 20 week gestation fetus for burial or cremation without a permit upon receipt of a written authorization of a person having the right to control the disposition

* fetuses not disposed by interment shall be disposed by incineration


REFERENCE: Health and Safety Code Section 7054.3

The table below specifies the requirements for a fetal death certificate and permit for disposition when the mother and the fetus die together. 
	
	Fetal Death Under 20 Weeks Gestational Age
	Fetal Death 20 Weeks Gestational Age or Over

	
	
	
	
	

	Fetal Status
	Fetal Death Certificate
	Burial Permit
	Fetal Death Certificate
	Burial Permit

	
	
	
	
	

	Fetus Not removed
	Not Required
	Not Required
	Required
	Not Required

	From Mother
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Fetus Removed &
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Replaced during 
	Not Required
	Not Required
	Required
	Not Required

	Autopsy
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Fetus Removed from
	 
	 
	 
	 

	mother for separate
	Not Required
	Not Required
	Required
	Required

	disposition
	 
	 
	 
	 


The following information is direction from the Medical Examiner’s Office regarding abandoned fetus(es):
If the fetus is 20 weeks gestational age or over, and has been abandoned at your hospital or mortuary, please follow the “Abandonment Process Checklist”         
