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Responses to Letter R, Anne Casey, Mark Agee, Tom Harrington 
 

R1 
 

Please see responses to comments B3, J7, and K3, above, with respect to the 
Project’s potential to impact aesthetic values.     

R2 The County appreciates this information, which will be included in the final 
documents for consideration by the decision makers.    

R3 Comment acknowledged.  The BLM has been notified about the proposed Project. 

R4 This comment does not raise a significant environmental issue for which a 
response is required. 

R5 One access road is adequate for disaster planning purposes because very few 
people will be onsite at any given time for maintenance or other operations. The 
number of employees on site will vary depending on the type of operation and 
maintenance required and if panel washing is taking place. The project anticipates 
two people onsite most days with upwards of six people onsite during panel 
washings. Panels will not be installed near the property boundaries and therefore 
any equipment failure or destruction during an earthquake would be confined within 
the boundaries of the property.   

R6 Comment acknowledged. This comment does not constitute an issue relative to 
CEQA; however, this information has been noted for the record. 

R7 This comment does not raise a significant environmental issue for which a 
response is required. 

R8 Comment acknowledged.  Imperial County and Anza-Borrego State Park have 
been notified of the proposed Project. 
 

R9 This introductory comment does not raise a significant environmental issue for 
which a response is required.  

R10 The Biological Resources Report prepared by Dudek (January 2013), evaluated the 
potential impacts of the Project on the existing biological resources within the 
proposed development footprint. Mitigation measures are proposed to reduce 
Project effects on biological resources to less than significant. Refer also to 
responses to Letter A, above. 

R11 Comment acknowledged.  See responses E3, E4, E5 and P3, above.   

R12 Refer to responses to comments B7 and K5, above.   

R13 The solar panels will be installed consistent with County building and design 
standards and the California Building Code, as applicable. Additionally, the panels 
are manufactured to withstand high winds that may occur within a typical desert 
environment, and the potential for any panel to become loosened by high wind 
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events is considered minimal to none. Any noise generated by wind moving around 
the solar panels would be similar to that experienced by other physical structures, 
and is not anticipated to adversely affect offsite noise-sensitive uses in the area 
(e.g. residential uses), particularly as the panels would be distanced from the 
property boundary. As the panels would generate electricity from clean energy, the 
Project would not contribute to climate change and would instead reduce 
dependence upon the use of non-renewable fossil fuels.  See supplemental 
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Review – Ocotillo Wells Solar Farm, dated July 24, 2013, 
available under separate cover.  

R14 The Project would result in construction of a solar energy generating facility. The 
facility would be monitored remotely and would not include habitable structures. 
Therefore, emergency evacuation in the event of a large-scale disaster would not 
involve a public safety risk, even in the event of an earthquake. Like any other 
physical structure, the solar panels would not be expected to travel to offsite 
adjacent properties during an earthquake, and if subject to a substantial seismic 
event, would be likely fail and/or collapse in place. As the panels would be 
approximately 30 feet in height as measured from the ground surface (worst case 
scenario based on the four solar technologies considered), if the panels were to fall 
over in a seismic event, they would not travel offsite or interfere with existing 
access routes, or cause potential harm to any existing structures on adjacent 
parcels.   

R15 Refer to the Fire Protection Plan (March 2013) prepared for the Project (available 
under separate cover). The MUP Plot Plan has been reviewed by the County Fire 
Marshal. All emergency access to/from the Project site, as well as onsite drives 
intended for emergency access purposes, have been designed in accordance with 
County design standards for emergency access and recommendations of the 
County Fire Marshal. Emergency access will be provided from Split Mountain Road 
via the proposed 24-foot wide driveway within the existing 40-foot wide easement. 
Access to surrounding properties would not be altered or interfered with as a result 
of Project implementation. 
 
The Ocotillo Wells Volunteer Fire Department (OWVFD) has indicated that it can 
adequately serve the Project as proposed without the expansion of existing 
facilities or addition of personnel. The OWVFD has provided a Fire Service 
Availability Form indicating that adequate fire protection services can be provided 
to the Project. Due to the operational nature of the Project facilities and the low 
potential for the occurrence of wildfire, combined with the lack of hazardous 
materials associated with the solar facilities, the Project does not represent a 
substantial increased risk relative to the occurrence of wildfire. 

R16 The easement granted to Mr. Gildred by Ms. Slike for the proposed Project allowed 
for widening of the existing driveway to 24 feet in width within the 40-foot wide 
easement to ensure that safe and adequate emergency access could be provided 
to the site in the event of an emergency (e.g. wildfire).  Other properties adjacent to 
the improved portion of the access drive will also benefit from the proposed 
improvements. 
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