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GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF EMERGENCY SERVICES
DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS BRANCH
3650 SCHRIEVER AVENUE
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CALIFORNIA

May 5, 2008

Mr. Devon Muto

San Diego County Department of Planning and Land Use
5201 Ruffin Road, Suite B

San Diego, CA 92123-1666

RE: Notice of Preparation for a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the County of San Diego
General Plan Update, SCH# 2002111067

Dear Mr. Muto:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your Notice of Preparation for a Draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the county’s general plan update. In preparing the
general plan and accompanying DEIR, the county should examine the sections of state planning
law that involve potential hazards the county may face. For your information, I have underlined
specific sections of state planning law where identification and analysis of hazards are discussed
(see Attachment A).

Prior to the release of the draft general plan or within the DEIR, county staff or your consultants
should examine each of the requirements in state planning law and determine if there are hazard
issues within the unincorporated communities which the general plan should address. A table in
the DEIR (or general plan) which identifies these specific issues and where they are addressed in
the general plan would be helpful in demonstrating the county has complied with these
requirements. If the DEIR determines that state planning law requirements have not been met, it
should recommend that these issues be addressed in the general plan as a mitigation measure.

We note that state planning law includes a requirement for consultations with state agencies in
regard to information related to hazards. OES would be happy to share all available information
at our disposal to facilitate the county’s ability to comply with state planning and environmental
laws.

If you have any questions about these comments, please contact Andrew Rush at (916) 845-8269

or andrew.rush@OES.ca.gov.
Sincerely, |
ﬁDﬂmrS 4
ECEIVE
Dennis Castrillo ‘

Environmental Officer

MAY 08 2008

cc: Office of Planning and Research . DPLU-PPCC




Attachment A

Hazards and State Planning Law Requirements
(All citations are from the Government Code)

65302. Seven mandated elements

The general plan shall consist of a statement of development policies and shall include a diagram
or diagrams and text setting forth objectives, principles, standards, and plan proposals. The plan
shall include the following elements: :

(a) A land use element which designates the proposed general distribution and general location
and extent of the uses of the land for housing, business, industry, open space, including
agriculture, natural resources, recreation, and enjoyment of scenic beauty, education, public
buildings and grounds, solid and liquid waste disposal facilities, and other categories of public
and private uses of land. The land use element shall include a statement of the standards of
population density and building intensity recommended for the various districts and other
territory covered by the plan. The land use element shall identify areas covered by the plan that
are subject to flooding and shall be reviewed annually with respect to those arcas. The land use
element shall designate, in a land use category that provides for timber production, those parcels
of real property zoned for timberland production pursuant to the California Timberland
Productivity Act of 1982, Chapter 6.7 (commencing with Section 51100) of Part 1 of Division 1
of Title 5.

() A safety element for the protection of the community from any unreasonable risks associated
with the effects of seismically induced surface rupture, ground shaking, ground failure, tsunami,
seiche, and dam failure; slope instability leading to mudslides and landslides; subsidence,
liquefaction and other seismic hazards identified pursuant to Chapter 7.8 {commencing with
Section 2690} of the Public Resources Code, and other geologic hazards known to the legislative
body; flooding; and wildland and urban fires. The safety element shall include mapping of
known seismic and other geologic hazards. It shall also address evacuation routes, peakload

water supply requirements, and minimum road widths and clearances around structures, as those
items relate to identified fire and geologic hazards. Prior to the periodic review of its general plan

and prior to preparing or revising its safety element, each city and county shall consult the
Division of Mines and Geology of the Department of Conservation and the Office of Emergency
Services for the purpose of including information known by and available to the department and
the office required by this subdivision.

(d) A conservation element for the conservation, development, and utilization of natural
resources including water and its hydraulic force, forests, soils, rivers and other waters, harbors,
fisheries, wildlife, minerals, and other natural resources. That portion of the conservation element
including waters shall be developed in coordination with any countywide water agency and with
all district and city agencies which have developed, served, controlled or conserved water for any
purpose for the county or city for which the plan is prepared. Coordination shall include the
discussion and evaluation of any water supply and demand information described in Section
65352.5, if that information has been submitted by the water agency to the city or county. The
conservation element may also cover:




(1) The reclamation of land and waters.
(2) Prevention and control of the pollution of streams and other waters.

(3) Regulation of the use of land in siream channels and other areas required for the
accomplishment of the conservation plan.

(4} Prevention, conirol, and correction of the erosion of sotls, beaches, and shores.

(5) Protection of watersheds.
(6) The location, quantity and quality of the rock, sand and gravel resources.

(7) Flood control.

65302.3. Consistency with airport land use plans

(a) The general plan, and any applicable specific plan prepared pursuant to Article 8
{commencing with Section 65450), shall be consistent with the plan adopted or amended
pursuant to Section 21675 of the Public Utilities Code.

65302.6. Development of a local hazard mitigation plan

(a) A city, county, or a city and county may adopt with its safety element pursuant to subdivision
(2) of Section 65302 a local hazard mitigation plan (HMP) specified in the federal Disaster
Mitigation Act of 2000 (P. L. 106-390). The hazard mitigation plan shall include all of the
following elements called for in the federal act requirements:

(1) An initial earthquake performance evaluation of public facilities that provide essential
services, shelter, and critical governmental finctions.

(2) An inventory of privaie facilities that are potentially hazardous, including, but not limited to,
multiunit, soft story, concrete tilt-up, and concrete frame buildings.

(3) A plan to reduce the potential risk from private and governmental facilities in the event of a
disaster.

65560. Definitions (Open-Space Lands)

(a) "Local open-space plan" is the open-space element of a county or city general plan adopted by
the board or council, either as the local onen-space plan or as the interim local open-space plan
adopted pursuant to Section 65563.

{b) "Open-space land" is any parcel or area of land or water which is essentially unimproved and
devoted to an open-space use as defined in this section, and which is designated on a local,
regional or state open-space plan as any of the following:

(1) Open space for the preservation of natural resources including, but not limited to, areas
required for the preservation of plant and animal life, including habitat for fish and wildlife
species; areas required for ecologic and other scientific study purposes; rivers, streams, bays and
estuaries; and coastal beaches, lakeshores, banks of rivers and streams, and watershed lands.




(2) Open space used for the managed production of resources, including but not limited to, forest
lands, rangeland, agricultural lands and areas of economic importance for the production of food
or fiber; areas required for recharge of ground water basins; bays, estuaries, marshes, rivers and
streams which are important for the management of commercial fisheries; and areas containing
major mineral deposits, including those in short supply.

(3) Open space for outdoor recreation, including but not limited to, areas of outstanding scenic,
historic and cultural value; areas particularly suited for park and recreation purposes, including
access to lakeshores, beaches, and rivers and streams; and areas which serve as links between
major recreation and open-space reservations, including utility easements, banks of rivers and
streams, trails, and scenic highway corridors.

(4) Open space for public health and safety, including, but not limited to, areas which require
special management or regulation because of hazardous or special conditions such as earthquake
fault zones, unstable soil areas, flood plains, watersheds, areas presenting high fire risks, areas
required for the protection of water quality and water reservoirs and arcas required for the
protection and enhancement of air quality.




