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Topics to be covered:
 Definitions

 Pesticide
 Fieldworker
 Treated Field
 Restricted Entry Interval (REI)

 Training Requirements
 Hazard Communication
 Safety Data Sheet
 Application Specific 

Information (ASI)
 Emergency Medical Care
 Decontamination Facilities
 Notification

 Application Exclusion Zone 
(AEZ)

 Early Entry Requirements
 Pesticide Exposure
 Heat-related Illness
 Employee Rights
 Resources



Pesticides

 (a) Any substance used for 

 defoliating plants

 regulating plant growth

 preventing, destroying, repelling, or 
mitigating any pests

 (b) Adjuvants

 spreader/stickers
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Who is a Fieldworker?
 Any person who performs activities in a 

field and/or a greenhouse such as:
 harvesting
 pruning
 irrigating
 fertilizing
 transplanting



Fieldworkers and pesticides

 Fieldworkers CANNOT handle pesticides 
unless they have been trained as pesticide 
handlers



Treated Field/Area

 Any field or area that has been treated 
with pesticides

 Considered ‘treated’ for 30 days after 
the Restricted Entry Interval expires



Restricted Entry Interval 
(REI)

 Period of time after a field/area is 
treated with a pesticide during which          
entry is restricted
 REI protects persons from exposure      

to hazardous levels of residues
 Pesticide label identifies the REI        

(e.g. 4 hrs., 12 hrs., 24 hrs.)



Fieldworker Training 
Requirements  

 Trained before beginning work in 
treated fields/areas

 Trained annually

 In a manner the employee 
understands

 By a qualified trainer



Hazard Communication
 Completed Pesticide Safety Information 

Series A No.9 displayed at the worksite

 Identifies where pesticide use records 
and Safety Data Sheets (SDS) are kept

 Identifies Emergency Medical Care 
facility location



Safety Data Sheets

 Hazards

 e.g. “Harmful if inhaled”

 Safety Precautions

 Emergency First Aid

 e.g. “Rinse skin 
immediately with   
plenty of water for             
15- 20 minutes”



Application Specific Information

 Must be displayed at a central location 
by the employer and contain pesticide 
application information 
 Treated Area
 Application Date/Time
 REI
 Name of the product 
 Active ingredient(s)
 EPA registration number



Emergency Medical Care
 Arranged in advance by your employer
 Be knowledgeable of:

 Medical facility name and location

 On the job illness caused by pesticide 
exposure:

 Employer must provide 
transportation to medical facility 

 Report pesticide-related illness

 Worker’s compensation claims may be 
filed for work-related injury/illness 
including pesticide exposure



Decontamination Facilities

Employers must provide:

 Sufficient Water

 1 gallon for each worker and 3 
gallons for each early entry worker  
at beginning of work period

 Soap

 Single use towels

 Must be within a 1/4 mile or        
nearest point of vehicle access



Notification

 Employers must provide notification to 
fieldworkers (or anyone) who is likely to 
enter or work within ¼ mile of a 
pesticide application

 Verbally/Posting



Field Posting

 Outdoor applications: required when REI is 
more than 48 hours, or if required by the 
label

 Enclosed space applications (including 
greenhouses): required when REI is more than 
4 hours, or if required by the label



During Pesticide Applications

 Do not enter or remain in the area 
during an application

 Only the trained and equipped pesticide 
applicator can stay in the area



Application Exclusion Zone 
(AEZ)

 Area surrounding the application 
equipment during the application

 As application equipment moves, the AEZ 
moves with it

 Outdoor applications

e.g. aerial sprays AEZ = 100 ft

e.g. ground boom sprays AEZ = 25 ft

 Indoor applications

AEZ distance varies



Field AEZ Treated 
Area

When the application is concluded, the AEZ 
no longer exists.

Application Exclusion Zone
(cont.)



Early Entry Workers
 Workers entering a treated field/area 

before the REI has expired
 Early entry workers must be at least 

18 years old
 Must use the Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) established on the 
label



Early Entry Workers (cont.)

Employer must provide:

 Date and Time the REI begins 
and ends

 Product labeling precautionary 
statements related to human 
hazards

 Information about symptoms of 
poisoning

 Information about emergency 
First Aid and Decontamination 
Procedures including emergency 
eye flushing techniques



Routes of Pesticide Exposure
Where and in what forms pesticides may 
be encountered:

 Treated surfaces in the field              
(e.g. plants, soil)

 Residues on clothing and PPE

 Application equipment

 Drift



Symptoms of Pesticide 
Exposure

 Headache
 Dizziness
 Vomiting
 Fatigue
 Fever
 Sweating
 Muscle cramps
 Hives
 Rash
 Drooling/Salivation 
 Difficulty breathing



Examples of Pesticide 
Exposures



Minimizing Pesticide 
Exposure

 Wear clothing that covers your skin

 Long-sleeved shirt

 Long pants

 Shoes and Socks

 Hat or Cap



Minimizing Pesticide 
Exposure (cont.)

 Wash your hands before eating, 
drinking, smoking, chewing gum, or 
going to the bathroom



Minimizing Pesticide 
Exposure (cont.)

 Children/nonworking family members should 
keep away from pesticide-treated fields

 At the end of your work day:
 Take a bath or shower
 Keep and wash work clothes separate from 

other laundry items



Minimizing Pesticide 
Exposure (cont.)

 Never store pesticides in bottles or other 
containers commonly used for food or 
drink

 Never take pesticides or pesticide 
containers home (even after rinsing)



First Aid for Pesticide 
Illness/Injury
If you or others in the field are exposed                   
to pesticides and feel ill:

 Stop work and leave the treated area               
safely and immediately

 Ask for help immediately; Call 911                    
and notify your employer/supervisor

 Tell emergency responders about the         
pesticide(s) that may be involved 



First Aid for Pesticide 
Illness/Injury (Cont.)

 Follow decontamination procedures

 Rinse eyes for 15 minutes (while blinking) if eyes 
are exposed

 Wash or shower immediately with soap and water 
and change into clean clothes if body is exposed

 If necessary, perform CPR if you are trained



Heat-Related Illness

 If the temperature is equal to or greater 
than 95° F

 Be aware of heat illness symptoms 

 Drink more water and more often

 Designate a person to call in case of an 
emergency 

 Minimum of a 10 minute                         
break every 2 hrs.



Symptoms of Heat-Related 
Illnesses

 Heat Exhaustion
 Headaches
 Dizziness or fainting
 Weakness
 Wet skin
 Irritability
 Thirst
 Nausea or vomiting

 Heat Stroke

 Confusion

 Unable to 
think clearly

 Pass out or 
collapse

 Seizures

 Stop sweating



Heat-Related Illness 
Prevention

 Water - Stay hydrated/drink water often 

Access to drinking water                       
(1/4 gal/hr/shift)

 Rest

 Shade - Must be available if the 
temperature exceeds 80° F

 Wear comfortable clothing                       
that will protect you



Heat-Related Illness (cont.)

 Report heat illness symptoms early

 Know first aid and emergency response

 Emergency call 911 



Heat-Related Illness (cont.)

 Move to a cool place to rest (Shade)

 Provide water as long as the person is 
conscious and not vomiting

 Help cool the person (Cold compress, 
fans, ice packs, etc.)



Employee Rights
 Receive information regarding pesticides you 

may potentially be exposed to

 You may report suspected use violations to 
the Department of Pesticide Regulation or 
County Agricultural Commissioner

 You are protected against retaliatory action 
for reporting pesticide related incidents



Where to Report….

Pesticide Related:

 Predetermined 
Emergency Medical 
Facility (A-9 series)

 California Poison 
Control system, 24 
hours a day, at 1 
(800) 222-1222 for 
tips and references 
for health care 
providers

 Emergency: 911

Pesticide Related/Unsafe 
Work Conditions:
 County Agricultural 

Commissioner

 Office of legal services, 
such as Rural Legal 
assistance of California 
(CRLA) 1 (800) 677-
5221, or your Union



Resources

Vista Community Clinic 
1000 Vale Terrace 
Vista, CA 92084
(760) 631-5000

Escondido Community Center
460 N. Elm St.
Escondido, CA 92025
(760) 737-2000

North County Health Services
150 Valpreda Rd.
San Marcos, CA 92069
(760) 736-6767



Pesticide Regulation Program
(858) 694-8980

Spanish Hotline
1-(877) 784-6426

Department of Agriculture/Weights and 
Measures 

County of San Diego
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