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Project funded in part through Proposition 1 “The Water Quality, 
Supply & Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014” and the San 

Diego River Conservancy



RiverBlitz
•Twice a year since 
2008
•3 hour shifts 
•Trained volunteer 
leaders
•Document: trash, 
invasive non-native 
plants, site condition 
issues 



Targeted Sampling Design 
⚫ Document the distribution and abundance of weeds 

along the lower San Diego River 
⚫ Report results to stakeholders and the public 
⚫ Collaborate and plan removal and enhancement 

projects 
⚫ Detect new and emerging threats
⚫ Track change over time 

Educate and empower participants 



RiverBlitz





Discrete Survey Areas



RiverBlitz Volunteer Leaders
● No experience is 

necessary
● Attend 1-day 

training 
○ office presentation
○ field practice 
○ review printed 

materials 
● Guide team in field 
● Facilitate safe 

learning 
● Collect accurate 

data
● Return gear and 

volunteers 



⚫Has a single, fibrous trunk and can 
reach a height of 66 feet.

⚫The leaves, or fronds, are long and 
resemble feathers. They can reach 
lengths of 20 feet.

⚫This palm produces small orange 
fruit.

⚫Native to the Canary Islands.

Canary Island Date Palm 
Phoenix canariensis



Pampas Grass
Cortaderia jubata

⚫Leaves are up to 6 feet long and 
upright from base. The leaves are 
green and have sharp teeth.

⚫The flowers of the plant are white 
and resemble feathers.

⚫This plant disperses its seed 
through the wind.

⚫Native to South America.







Sample Data Sheet



RIP Gr ump y 
Cat ! 







MapplerK2 Mobile Data Collection 
App For Android and iPhone



Why Mappler? 
⚫ Customizable form 
⚫ Multiple users at once 

under one login 
⚫ Unlimited logins 
⚫ Varying permission levels 
⚫ Data flagging 
⚫ Export zipped photos 

and data files 



Installing and Using MapplerK2

USERNAM E:  SDWM A
PASSWO RD: SDWM A123



Size Estimates: Diameter 



Size Estimate: Canopy/Area 



http://immappler.com/sdriverblitz/

http://immappler.com/sdriverblitz/




Heat Map for Canary Island Date Palms



State of 
the River





● Updated map and 
quantifications of 
invasive species 

● Inventory of ongoing 
enhancement, 
restoration and 
invasive removal 
projects 

Plan 
Update



Volunteer Recruitment
⚫ VolunteerMatch 
⚫ HandsOn Network
⚫ Meet-up groups 
⚫ Social media
⚫ College campus 
⚫ Reader/Coffeeshop 

postings 

Community Science



Volunteer Retention

⚫ Meaningful work 
⚫ Positive/Fun
⚫ One-on-one connections 
⚫ Thanks 
⚫ Hours Recognition Items
⚫ LOA’s Letters of 

Appreciation 



Project Partners 

Thank you to the thousands of volunteers who 
have contributed time, talents, sweat and even 
some blood to RiverBlitz and I.M.P.A.C.T events   



Thank you 
Shannon Quigley-Raymond 
River Ecosystem Manager 

shannon@sandiegoriver.org
619-297-7380 

mailto:shannon@sandiegoriver.org
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