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• What is a Pesticide? 

• Exempt Pesticides 

• Operator Identification 
Numbers 

• Reading the label 

• Use Reporting 

• Employee Requirements 

• Pesticide Applicators 

• Fieldworkers 

 

Today’s Topics 



• 12753. "Pesticide" includes any of the following:  

• (a) Any spray adjuvant.  

• (b) Any substance, or mixture of substances which is intended to be 
used for defoliating plants, regulating plant growth, or for 
preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating any pest, as 
defined in Section 12754.5, which may infest or be detrimental to 
vegetation, man, animals, or households, or be present in any 
agricultural or nonagricultural environment whatsoever.  

What Is a Pesticide? 
FAC §12753 



• Anything that prevents, destroys, repels, or mitigates any 
pest. 

• Insecticides 

• Rodenticides 

• Fungicides 

• Herbicides 

• Organic Pesticides 

• Neem Oil 

• Peppermint Oil  

• Homemade remedies  

• Vinegar 

• Dr. Bronner’s Soap Solutions 

 

 

 

 

What Is a Pesticide? 
FAC §12753 



• Products with the active ingredient: 

 

Exempt Pesticides  

Castor oil Cedar Oil 
Cinnamon 
Cinnamon oil 
Citric acid 
Citronella  
Citronella oil Cloves 
Clove oil  
Corn gluten meal 
Corn oil 
Cottonseed oil 
Dried blood 
Eugenol  
Garlic 

Garlic oil 
Geraniol  
Geranium oil  
Lauryl sulfate 
Lemongrass oil 
Linseed oil 
Malic acid 
Mint 
Mint oil 
Peppermint  
Peppermint oil 
2-Phenethyl propionate  
Potassium sorbate 

Putrescent whole egg 
solids 
Rosemary  
Rosemary oil 
Sesame oil 
Sodium chloride  
Sodium lauryl sulfate 
Soybean oil 
Thyme  
Thyme oil  
White pepper 
Zinc metal strips  

3CCR §6147 



• Exempt from EPA Registration  

• No EPA Registration number 

• Exempt from EPA Registration  

• Do not have to be reported on 
use reports 

• Do have to keep application 
records 

• Still have to train employees 
and fieldworkers  
 

 

 

Exempt Pesticides 



• Prior to the purchase and use of pesticides for the production 
of an agricultural commodity, the operator of the property 
shall obtain an operator identification number. 

 

• Office Hours 1:00-3:00 Monday-Friday 

• San Marcos Office/San Diego Office 

 

• (858) 694-8980 information/appointments 

 

Operator Identification Numbers 
3CCR §6622 



• Allows you to purchase Ag. Use Pesticides from a licensed 
pesticide dealer. 

• Excludes CA & Federally Restricted Pesticides 

 

• Allows you to submit Pesticide Use Reports 

Operator Identification Numbers 
3CCR §6622 



Operator Identification Numbers 
3CCR §6622 



Operator Identification Numbers 
3CCR §6622 



• Pesticide must be 
registered (Except Exempt 
Pesticides) 

 

• Ag. Use pesticides must be 
purchased from Licensed 
Pesticide Dealers 

• Pest Control Advisors 

 

Picking the Right Pesticide 



Reading the Label FAC §12973 



Reading the Label 
FAC §12973 



• Label required Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) (varies by label) 

• May include chemical resistant: 

• Eye protection (glasses, goggles, or face shield) 

• Gloves 

• Respirator 

• Footwear  

• Headgear  

• Apron  

• Coveralls 

• May list nothing 

Label Required PPE 
FAC §12973 



• Regulation Required PPE 

• Required even if it is not required by the label 

• Chemical resistant gloves 

• Protective eyewear 

 

Regulation Required PPE 
3CCR §6738 



Reading the Label 
FAC §12973 



Reading the Label 
FAC §12973 



Reading the Label 
FAC §12973 



Pesticide Use Reporting 

• All pesticide use must be reported to us 
monthly (except exempt pesticides) 

• No pesticide use = No Report for that 
month 

 

3CCR §6626 



• Accessible from any computer 

• No printing 

• All records saved online 

• Meets record retention requirements for inspections 

• All your Records are in one place 

• No more lost records or filing 

• Remembers your pesticides for future entries 

 

 On-line Pesticide Use Reporting 
FAC §12973 



• Handlers are employees who 
are involved in… 

• mixing, loading, transferring, 
applying, or assisting with an 
application. 

• maintaining, servicing, repairing, 
cleaning, or handling application 
equipment. 

• entering a treated area during an 
application or before the REI has 
elapsed. 

Do You Have Employee         
Pesticide Handlers? 

3CCR §6000 



• Must occur before an employee is allowed to handle 
pesticides (not a complete list): 

• The training program must be written  

• It must cover all the required topics listed in 3CCR6724 

• Written training programs are available in English and Spanish from SD 
AWM 

 

•Must be in a language the employee can understand 

 

Employee Handler Training 
3CCR §6724 



• The training must be provided by a qualified trainer. 

 

• Must be trained annually 

 

• Respirator Training 
• Written training programs are available in English and Spanish from 

SD AWM 

Employee Handler Training 
3CCR §6724 



• Employers are required (not a complete 

list): 

• To provide all required PPE 

• To provide for the PPE’s daily 
inspection and cleaning 

• To make sure the PPE is being stored 
correctly 

• To make sure your employee uses 
the equipment and uses it correctly 

 

 

Employer Requirements 
3CCR §6738 



• "Fieldworker" means any person who, for any 
kind of compensation, performs cultural 
activities in a field not related to pesticides. 

• Does not include handling pesticides. 

Do You Have Fieldworkers? 
3CCR §6000 



• Field worker Training Requirements (not a complete list) 

• Must occur before the employee is allowed to enter the treated 
area or an area where an REI has been in effect within 30 days 

• The training program must be written  

• It must cover all the required topics listed in 3CCR6764 

• Written training programs are available in English and Spanish 
from SD AWM 

• Must be in a language the employee understands 

• Training must be every 5 years (Annually, Starting Jan. 2017) 

• The training must be provided by a qualified trainer 

• SD AWM does fieldworker training 

Fieldworker Training 
3CCR §6764 



• Employees and Fieldworkers must know (not a complete 
list): 

• Where to access pesticide application information for the area they are 
working in. 

• Where to find Safety Data Sheets 

• How to obtain emergency medical care 

Employee Right To Know 

3CCR §6623, 
§6761, §6726/66 



• Must notify anyone likely to enter 
a treated area during the 
application or while the REI is in 
effect.  

• Must be in a manner the person can 
understand and include: 

• The date of the scheduled application 

• The location and description of the area to 
be treated 

• Instructions not to enter the treated area 

 

• There should be no mystery! 

 

Notification-Your Requirements 
3CCR §6618 



• Hazard Communication Handler/ FW 

• Pesticide Label  

• Application Specific Information Handler/FW 

• Pesticide Use Reports Submitted 

• Respirator Medical Evaluations 

• Regulation PPE 

• Handler Training 

 

 Top 7 Production Ag. Violations 



• Obtain an Operator 
Identification Number 

 

• Maintain Pesticide Use Records 
• Submit them to us 

 

• Know how to read a label 
• Safety 

• Personal Protective Equipment 

• Commodities 

• Rates 

 

 

So you apply pesticides, now 
what? 



•This is just the tip of the iceberg.   

 

•We want you in compliance! 

We are here to help! 



Today was just a brief explanation of things.  If you have any 
questions or concerns please contact us and we will work 
with you to ensure you are incompliance. 

 

 

We are here to help! 

San Diego County Department of Agriculture  
Pesticide Regulation Program 

(858) 694-8980 or prp.awm@sdcounty.ca.gov 

Two office locations to serve you. 

 Kearny Mesa 

9325 Hazard Way, Suite 100 

San Diego, CA 92123 

San Marcos 

151 E. Carmel St. 

San Marcos, CA 92069 

 

mailto:prp.awm@sdcounty.ca.gov


CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE (CDFA) 
Certified Farmers’ Market Program 

1220 N Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Phone:  (916) 900-5030 

Email:  cfm@cdfa.ca.gov  
For more information, forms and links to law and regulations visit   

website - http://www.cdfa.ca.gov 
 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, WEIGHTS & MEASURES 
9325 Hazard Way, Ste. 100, San Diego, CA 92123 

 
Certified Producers, Certified Farmers’ Markets, Organic, Avocado , Eggs: 
Agricultural Standards Program Phone: (858) 614-7786 Email: AgStandards.AWM@sdcounty.ca.gov  

For printable application packets visit website:  http://www.sdcawm.org  
 
Pesticide Use: 
Pesticide Regulation Program Phone: (858) 694-8980 Email: PRP.AWM@sdcounty.ca.gov 
 
Scales: 
Weights & Measures Program Phone: (858) 694-2778 Email: se.awm@sdcounty.ca.gov 

 
Nursery Stock: 
Plant Health & Pest Prevention Program Phone: (760) 752-4700 Email: PHPP.AWM@sdcounty.ca.gov 
Located in our San Marcos office at 151 E. Carmel St., San Marcos, CA  92078 
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