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What is iNaturalist?
• iNaturalist is an online tool and App for reporting, 

sharing and discussing observations of the natural 
world.



Why use iNaturalist?

• Improve your ability to identify plant and animal  
species

• Share your observations with others
• Use your skills to help observers identify what 

they have seen
• Provide information that is useful to others 

looking for and treating invasive non-native 
species



Recent findings on iNaturalist
via online search by Jason Giessow

• Euphorbia terracina (carnation spurge): two 
confirmed new locations (Del Mar and Otay).

• Centaurea solstitialis (yellow star thistle): one new 
confirmed report (in Encinitas), and many rejected Ids 
(all Tecolote).

• Carrichtera annua (Ward’s weed): one new report (Del 
Mar).

• Ageratina adenophora (eupatory): one new report 
(lower Bonita)



Euphorbia terracina(carnation spurge): two 
confirmed new locations (Del Mar and Otay).



How to get and use iNaturalist
https://www.inaturalist.org/signup

https://www.inaturalist.org/signup


The iPhone and Android app

The app is a convenient way to record and share 
observations. 

Just download from the App Store or Google play 
depending on your device – it is FREE!

Training Slide from Zavamaniry Gasy iNaturalist Project



The iPhone and Android app

This is a quick tutorial for the Android version.

You can find the same tutorial on the App by going to:

Settings >> Launch tutorial 

Training Slide from Zavamaniry Gasy iNaturalist Project



iNaturalist iPhone Tutorial



iNaturalist iPhone Tutorial



iNaturalist iPhone Tutorial



Making an Observation on iPhone



Posting observations 
from your desktop

on iNaturalist



From computer – www.iNaturalist.org

Many fields are optional, but the more 
information you can provide the better!

What Where

When Evidence

An observation can include these elements:

Training Slide from Zavamaniry Gasy iNaturalist Project



Add essential data to your observation

Enter the date Describe 
what

you saw

Start typing a 
species name

Enter the name of the place. 

Upload a photo 
(many photos) by 
clicking "Choose File" 
and finding a photo 
file on your hard 
drive. 

Save



Add optional data to your observation

Describe 
what

you saw

“Geoprivacy" controls whether the coordinates 
are shown publicly. Choose "obscured" or 
"private" for sensitive species and locations.

Add 
tags

Add 
additional 
data 
through 
fields
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After posting your observation

Interaction with the iNaturalist community 
through comments and identifications

‘Casual’ observations become ‘Research Grade’ 
when the community agrees.
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After posting your observation

Edit any of the 
data from your 
observation

Make a copy 
of the 
observation 

Delete the 
observation 

‘Favourite’ an  
observation Add observation to a 

project

Share an 
observation

Zavamaniry Gasy
Plants of Madagascar
Kew Madagascar Conservation Centre (KMCC)
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Working with Data in
iNaturalist



Exploring data iNaturalist



Exploring data iNaturalist



Advanced tools in iNaturalist

• Download Data in a table format that can be 
imported into GIS

• Set up projects to:
• Focus on a geographic area

• Example: San Diego National Wildlife Refuge Lands
• Focus on a list of species

• Example: Early Detection Rapid Response list for San Diego 
County

• Help others identify what they have posted



https://teamkmcc.wordpress.com/2016/09/06/training-package-for-the-inaturalist-zavamaniry-gasy-project/

Slides on How to Use iNaturalist from:

Zavamaniry Gasy Project

A project to speed up and enhance
The collection of data for plant science 
In Madagascar.

Thanks!

https://teamkmcc.wordpress.com/2016/09/06/training-package-for-the-inaturalist-zavamaniry-gasy-project/


Thank you to fellow 
iNaturalist users

• Lauren Jonker – acorncap – Acorn Cap Native 
Plant Nursery in Riverside County

• Jason Giessow – jasonedrr – Dendra Inc.
• John Martin – johnmartin – USFWS, San Diego 

National Wildlife Refuge
• Also thanks to Cynthia Powell and Michelle Tollett at Cal 

Flora, Jessie Vinje at CBI, and Chris McDonald at UCANR for 
early input on this talk.

Jonathan Snapp-Cook, USFWS
Jonathan_snapp-cook@fws.gov
Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program
iNaturalist username: snappcook

My contact info:





Identifying observations with 
iNaturalist



Help someone with an Identification
Click to browse observations

Search
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Help someone with an Identification
Filter e.g. by taxonomy or area or ‘Needs ID’

Zooming in to an area will 
also filter to a location if 
you click ‘Redo search’

Choose an 
observation

Training Slide from Zavamaniry Gasy iNaturalist Project



Start typing a 
species name, 
or "Lookup" 
from external 
sources

Add a remark to help the 
observer understand your 
identification

Adding an ID will 
help make a more 
robust community 
identification

At least two 
matching 
identifications 
from two different 
people are needed 
to reach ‘Research 
Grade’

Training Slide from Zavamaniry Gasy iNaturalist Project
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