STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

REGULAR MEETING - PLANNING AND LAND USE MATTERS

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2003, 9:00 AM

Board of Supervisors North Chamber

1600 Pacific Highway, Room 310, San Diego, California

MORNING SESSION: - Meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m. 

Present: Supervisors Greg Cox, Chairman; Dianne Jacob, Vice Chairwoman; Pam Slater; Ron Roberts; Bill Horn; also Thomas J. Pastuszka, Clerk.

Approval of Statement of Board of Supervisor’s Proceedings/Minutes for the Meeting of September 24, 2003.

ACTION:

ON MOTION of Supervisor Horn, seconded by Supervisor Slater, the Board of Supervisors approved the Statement of Proceedings/Minutes for the Meeting of September 24, 2003.

AYES:  Cox, Jacob, Slater, Horn

ABSENT:  Roberts

Public Communication – [No Speakers]


Board of Supervisors’ Agenda Items

	1.
	NOTICED PUBLIC HEARING:

JOSSELYN OPEN SPACE EASEMENT VACATION, VAC 90-002, RAMONA COMMUNITY PLAN AREA



	2.
	SET HEARING FOR 11/5/03:

WILDCAT CANYON ROAD ENHANCEMENT PROJECT: CERTIFY FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, APPROVE MODIFIED IMPROVEMENTS ALTERNATIVE, SET HEARING TO VACATE OPEN SPACE EASEMENTS, VAC 03-001

[FUNDING SOURCE(S): CONTRIBUTIONS FROM BARONA BAND OF MISSION INDIANS, BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, AND GAS TAX]



	3.
	AGREEMENTS WITH TWO CONSULTANT FIRMS TO PROVIDE WASTEWATER ENGINEERING SERVICES ON AN AS-NEEDED BASIS

[FUNDING SOURCE(S): SANITATION DISTRICTS; ALL NON-SANITATION DISTRICTS PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN UNDER THESE AGREEMENTS REIMBURSED FROM APPROPRIATE FUNDING SOURCE]



	4.
	AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT A GRANT FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS RESEARCH INSTITUTE – MOBILE GOVERNMENT PROGRAM



	5.
	CLOSED SESSION

(CARRYOVER FROM 10/7/03 AGENDA ITEM NO. 12)


	1.
	SUBJECT:
	NOTICED PUBLIC HEARING:

JOSSELYN OPEN SPACE EASEMENT VACATION, VAC 90-002, RAMONA COMMUNITY PLAN AREA  (DISTRICT:  2)

	
	OVERVIEW:

	
	On September 17, 2003 (12), the Board of Supervisors set a hearing to vacate a 0.09 acre portion of an open space easement intended to preserve archaeological resources.  The open space easement resulted from a condition of approval of Tentative Parcel Map TPM 17059 for a four parcel residential subdivision recorded in 1985.  Subsequent to the County's issuance of a building permit in 1989 for a single-family residence, it was determined that a portion of the dwelling encroached into the open space easement.  At the County's request, the applicant submitted a Vacation application.  The site is situated on Ramona View Drive off of Highway 78.  The project site is located within the Ramona Community Plan Area and the zoning is A70 (Limited Agriculture). 

	
	FISCAL IMPACT:

	
	N/A

	
	RECOMMENDATION:

	
	DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND LAND USE:

1. Adopt the Resolution entitled “Resolution of Vacation of Street, Highway, or Public Service Easement, VAC 90-002” (Attachment B).

2. Direct the Clerk of the Board to record this Resolution.

	
	ACTION:

	
	ON MOTION of Supervisor Horn, seconded by Supervisor Slater, the Board of Supervisors closed the Hearing and took action as recommended, on Consent, adopting Resolution No. 03-241 entitled:  RESOLUTION OF VACATION OF STREET, HIGHWAY, OR PUBLIC SERVICE EASEMENT VAC 90-002.

AYES:  Cox, Jacob, Slater, Horn

ABSENT:  Roberts

	

	

	2.
	SUBJECT:
	SET HEARING FOR 11/5/03:

WILDCAT CANYON ROAD ENHANCEMENT PROJECT: CERTIFY FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT, APPROVE MODIFIED IMPROVEMENTS ALTERNATIVE, SET HEARING TO VACATE OPEN SPACE EASEMENTS, VAC 03-001 (DISTRICT: 2)

	
	OVERVIEW:

	
	Wildcat Canyon Road is an existing two-lane road located east of State Route 67 in East County. It stretches from the unincorporated community of Lakeside through the Barona Indian Reservation to San Vicente Road.  It provides north/south access for surrounding residences, parks and open space preserves, the Barona Indian Reservation, and is a major connection between Lakeside and Ramona   (Thomas Guide pages 1232, 1212, and 1192). The County has been planning operational improvements to enhance safety and ease traffic flow along this corridor for several years. 

This request is to certify the Final Environmental Impact Report / Environmental Assessment for the Wildcat Canyon Road Enhancement Project, adopt necessary findings, and statements, approve the Modified Passing Lane/Turnouts//Willow Road Improvements Alternative, and set a hearing on November 5, 2003, to consider two Open Space Easement Vacations related to the project.  

The Wildcat Canyon Road Enhancement Project consists of the following components: The project would widen Wildcat Canyon Road to create a northbound passing lane from1,800 feet north of Muth Valley Road to a point 900 feet north of Blue Sky Ranch Road, an approximate distance of one mile.  At Blue Sky Ranch Road, Wildcat Canyon Road would be lowered in elevation to improve sight distance.  Additionally, the entrance to Oak Oasis Open Space Preserve would be reconfigured to align with Blue Sky Ranch Road.

Other project components include creation of a combination wildlife crossing and equestrian tunnel north of Blue Sky Ranch Road; improvements to the existing recreational parking area east of Wildcat Canyon Road at Blue Sky Ranch Road; installation of three roadway turnouts (two northbound and one southbound); and intersection improvements at Muth Valley Road/Wildcat Canyon Road. Partial vacation of one existing open space easement and the full vacation of a second existing open space easement would be required.  

The originally proposed project in the Draft Environmental Impact Report / Environmental Assessment also included improvements to the Wildcat Canyon Road/Willow Road/Ashwood Street intersection.  In response to public comments, the County developed the Modified Passing Lane/Turnouts/Willow Road Improvements Alternative (proposed Alternative). The proposed Alternative eliminates the originally proposed intersection improvement, except for repavement of Willow Road with rubberized asphalt.  Implementation of this Alternative would enhance operational safety on Wildcat Canyon Road and reduce noise levels on Willow Road.  However, it would not meet the original proposed project objective of improving operational efficiency by relieving traffic congestion at the Wildcat Canyon Road/Willow Road/Ashwood Street intersection.  

Construction of the proposed Alternative would require vacation of two existing open space areas. The first area (Area A) to be vacated is located along the east side of Wildcat Canyon Road, just south of the intersection of Muth Valley Road and Wildcat Canyon Road.  Area A totals approximately 4,922 square feet, which is only a portion of the existing open space easement.  The second area (Area B) to be vacated is located along the east side of Wildcat Canyon Road and two properties south of the intersection of Pata Ranch Road and Wildcat Canyon Road.  This entire Area B open space easement would be vacated.  This area totals 15,819 square feet.

The Department of Planning and Land Use has determined that the Open Space Vacation is consistent with Board of Supervisors Policy I-103, Open Space Easement Vacations, because the two portions of land being vacated have been properly mitigated and an appropriate amount of open space is to be acquired and preserved.

	
	FISCAL IMPACT:

	
	The action requested has no fiscal impact. The Wildcat Canyon Road Enhancement Project is a multiyear, $5 million project, including design, environmental mitigation, construction, inspection and other associated costs. Funding sources for the project include contributions from the Barona Band of Mission Indians, the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Gas Tax. There will be no additional staff years required, and the project will not impact the General Fund.



	
	RECOMMENDATION:

	
	CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER:
1. Certify that the Final Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment (FEIR/EA) and the attached Errata, dated October 8, 2003, SCH No. 2002071077 (Attachment A) have been completed in compliance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA); review and consider the information contained therein; and find that the FEIR/EA reflects independent judgment of the Board of Supervisors.

2. Adopt the Findings Concerning Mitigation of Significant Environmental Effects, Attachment B, pursuant to Section 15091 of the State CEQA Guidelines.

3. Adopt the Statement of Overriding Considerations, Attachment F, pursuant to Section 15093 of the State CEQA Guidelines. 

4. Approve and adopt the Findings of Conformance with the Multiple Species Conservation Program, Part C of the Errata Sheet to the FEIR/EA.

5. Approve the Modified Passing Lane/Turnouts/Willow Road Improvements Alternative and approve and adopt the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for the Modified Passing Lane/Turnouts/Willow Road Improvements Alternative. 

6. Direct the Director of Public Works to identify design alternatives for the Wildcat Canyon Road/Willow Road/Ashwood Street intersection, address community concerns, and obtain Board approval before any further improvements are initiated at that intersection.
7. Authorize the Director, Department of General Services to proceed with the appraisals, right of way negotiations, and acquisitions for the Modified Passing Lane/Turnouts/Willow Road Improvements Alternative project.
8. Direct the Clerk of the Board to set a public hearing on November 5, 2003, at 9:00 a.m. to consider vacating a portion of one open space easement and all of a second open space easement along Wildcat Canyon Road and direct the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors to provide the notice required by law.

	
	ACTION:

	
	ON MOTION of Supervisor Jacob, seconded by Supervisor Slater, the Board of Supervisors deleted recommendation number 6; took action as recommended on all remaining recommendations; set a Hearing for November 5, 2003, at 9:00 a.m.; and directed that IF further improvements are considered by the County regarding Wildcat Canyon Road, Willow Road and Ashwood Street intersections, prior to bringing forward any improvements to those areas, all community concerns shall be evaluated and addressed as follows:

1) Traffic impacts from Barona Casino traffic using Willow Road shall be considered,

2) Community alternatives shall be analyzed, and

3) New environmental documentation shall be prepared prior to any action by the County.

Directed the Chief Administrative Officer to focus on the Mapleview Street to Ashwood Street Alternative, and to work with residents along Willow Road on traffic-calming measures and to investigate the feasibility of removing Willow Road from the circulation element.

AYES:  Cox, Jacob, Slater, Roberts

ABSENT:  Horn

	

	3.
	SUBJECT:
	AGREEMENTS WITH TWO CONSULTANT FIRMS TO PROVIDE WASTEWATER ENGINEERING SERVICES ON AN AS-NEEDED BASIS (DISTRICT: ALL) 

	
	OVERVIEW:

	
	The Department of Public Works has a need for consultant services on an as-needed basis to provide wastewater engineering services for various Department of Public Works projects.  Use of consultants will enhance the Department’s ability to complete project designs in a timely manner. 

Public agencies in California must use a Qualifications Based Selection method to contract for consultant services.  This method requires such services be engaged on basis of demonstrated competence and qualifications for types of services to be performed at a fair and reasonable cost.  Board Policy F-40 (Procuring Architectural, Engineering and Related Professional Services) describes the County’s method for Qualifications Based Selection.  In accordance with provisions of the policy, eight consultant firms from the Joint County of San Diego/City of San Diego/Port of San Diego list for water/wastewater facilities services were interviewed.  San Diego firms Earth Tech, Inc., and Dudek & Associates, Inc., were selected as the most qualified firms to perform required services.

This is a request to approve agreements with these firms to provide as-needed engineering services for fees not to exceed $250,000 each, with terms ending October 31, 2006.  The agreements authorize the Director, Department of Public Works, to extend the termination date until funds are exhausted and to adjust allowable billing rates on an annual basis to mutually agreed-upon fair and reasonable rates.

	
	FISCAL IMPACT:

	
	Funding for this request is included in the Fiscal Year 2003-04 Department of Public Works Detailed Work Program.  Funding source is identified as Sanitation Districts; all non-Sanitation Districts projects undertaken under these agreements will be reimbursed from the appropriate funding source.  If approved, this request will result in Fiscal Year 2003-04 cost of $500,000, no annual cost and will require no additional staff years.



	
	RECOMMENDATION:

	
	CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
1. Find that the proposed action is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as specified under Section 15060(c)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines because it is not a project as defined by Section 15378.

2. Find that the services can be provided more economically and efficiently by the proposed independent contractors than by persons employed in the Classified Service.

3. Approve and authorize the Clerk of the Board to execute, upon receipt, three originals for each of the following agreements:

a) An Agreement with Earth Tech, Inc., to provide engineering services on as-needed basis for compensation not to exceed $250,000.  Agreement will terminate October 31, 2006, or when funds are exhausted, or services are no longer required, whichever shall occur first, with option to extend termination date by written mutual agreement if original funding remains available.

b) An Agreement with Dudek & Associates, Inc., to provide engineering services on as-needed basis for compensation not to exceed $250,000.  Agreement will terminate October 31, 2006, or when funds are exhausted, or services are no longer required, whichever shall occur first, with option to extend termination date by written mutual agreement if original funding remains available.

	
	ACTION:

	
	ON MOTION of Supervisor Horn, seconded by Supervisor Slater, the Board of Supervisors took action as recommended, on Consent.

AYES:  Cox, Jacob, Slater, Horn

ABSENT:  Roberts

	

	4.
	SUBJECT:
	AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY FOR AND ACCEPT A GRANT FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS RESEARCH INSTITUTE – MOBILE GOVERNMENT PROGRAM (DISTRICTS: ALL)

	
	OVERVIEW:

	
	Environmental Systems Research Institute, the world leader in geographical information systems software, along with Trimble, the world leader in global positioning systems, have announced their call for demonstration projects for government mobility.  The goal of this program is to foster innovative approaches to solving government problems through the combined use of geographical information systems and global positioning systems technology.  Proposed projects must demonstrate increased efficiencies in collecting data for decision support or increased productivity in delivering government services.  The Environmental Systems Research Institute and Trimble grants consist of software, hardware, and training provided to 10 state or local government agencies within the United States valued at $14,000 each for a total of $140,000 annually.

The proposed actions will authorize the filing of grant applications for the Environmental Systems Research Institute – Mobile Government Program for software, hardware, and training valued at a total of $28,000, $14,000 for the Department of Parks and Recreation and $14,000 for the Department of Planning and Land Use, to design, develop, and implement innovative geographic information systems and global positioning systems applications aimed at improving government processes related to emergency response, environmental conservation, and asset management functions.  

	
	FISCAL IMPACT:

	
	The proposed actions will authorize the submittal of competitive grant applications requesting software, hardware, and training valued at a total of $28,000, $14,000 for each Department.  There is no guarantee these grants will be awarded.  Should a grant be awarded, there will be no need to return to the Board for funding appropriations because the successful Department will only receive goods and services.  The Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) – Mobile Government Program grant does not require any matching funds.  There will be no additional cost to the General Fund resulting from these actions.



	
	RECOMMENDATION:

	
	CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
1. Authorize the Department of Parks and Recreation to apply for and accept a grant consisting of software, hardware, and training valued at $14,000 from the Environmental Systems Research Institute – Fiscal Year 2003-2004 under the Mobile Government Program.

2. Appoint the Director, Department of Parks and Recreation, as agent of the County of San Diego to conduct all negotiations, execute and submit all documents that may be necessary for the completion of the aforementioned grant proposal.

3. Authorize the Department of Planning and Land Use to apply for and accept a grant consisting of software, hardware, and training valued at $14,000 from the Environmental Systems Research Institute – Fiscal Year 2003-2004 under the Mobile Government Program.

4. Appoint the Director, Department of Planning and Land Use, as agent of the County of San Diego to conduct all negotiations, execute and submit all documents that may be necessary for the completion of the aforementioned grant proposal.

	
	ACTION:

	
	ON MOTION of Supervisor Horn, seconded by Supervisor Slater, the Board of Supervisors took action as recommended, on Consent.

AYES:  Cox, Jacob, Slater, Horn

ABSENT:  Roberts

	

	

	5.
	SUBJECT:
	CLOSED SESSION

(CARRYOVER FROM 10/7/03 NO. 12)

	
	OVERVIEW:

	
	A.
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION

(Subdivision (a) of Government Code section 54956.9)

Luis Guindazola v. County of San Diego, et al.; San Diego County Superior Court No. GIN 020815

B.
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – EXISTING LITIGATION

(Subdivision (a) of Government Code section 54956.9)

County of San Diego v. Commission on State Mandates; State of California; Case No. CSM-R-S046843 (San Diego Superior Court Case No. GIC 762953)

C.
CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION

Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to subdivision (b) of Government Code section 54956.9:  (Number of Potential Cases – 1)

	
	ACTION:

	
	County Counsel announced the following:

On Item A:  By vote of those Board members present and voting aye, with District 4 absent, the Board of Supervisors, authorized and ratified County Counsel’s filing of a petition for writ of mandate in the court of appeal seeking review of a discovery order issued by the Superior Court.

	
	


There being no further business, the Board adjourned at 10:05 a.m. in memory of Nina Mosse.

THOMAS J. PASTUSZKA

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

County of San Diego, State of California

Notes by:  Riddick

NOTE:  This Statement of Proceedings sets forth all actions taken by the County of San Diego Board of Supervisors on the matters stated, but not necessarily the chronological sequence in which the matters were taken up.
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