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Clearing Holding Cells of Contraband before placing an Incarcerated Person 

In our ongoing efforts to ensure safety and security within our facilities, it is important to follow best practices 

regarding the clearance of holding cells of contraband. Maintaining a secure environment is paramount to our 

mission. Contraband can pose significant risks to the safety of both staff and incarcerated individuals. Below 

are recommendations for sworn staff to apply when feasible.   

1. Before placing an incarcerated person in an empty holding cell, sworn staff should conduct an inspection

of the area, checking for any unauthorized items, including weapons, drugs, garbage, or other forms of

contraband.

2. Deputies should verify the professional visits room is clear of contraband before and after the placement

of an incarcerated person.

3. Deputies should inspect and clear the court holding cells for trash, debris and contraband prior to

incarcerated person(s) placement.

4. Following any incident inside a cell (e.g., a fight, use of force, medical emergency), deputies should

verify the holding cell is clear of contraband, equipment, medical supplies, bodily fluids, and other

hazard or security threats before placing an occupant.

These best practices can be applied to any area an incarcerated person is being placed, including vehicles, 

holding cells, dry cells, other types of cells, housing areas, search rooms, visit rooms, etc.  By following these 

practices, deputies can create a safer and more humane environment for staff and incarcerated persons, 

potentially saving a life.  Additionally, making sure an area or cell is free of contraband prior to placing an 

incarcerated person in it, will aid in prosecution if illegal items are found and the search is properly 

documented.  
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