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necessary in the performance of their duties, but excessive force shall not be used. Officers must use only that 
amount of force that appears reasonably necessary under the circumstances in order to gain control of the youth; 
protect and ensure the safety of youths, staff, and others; prevent serious property damage; prevent escape; 
obtain compliance with facility rules and staff orders; or ensure the institution’s security and good order, or for 
other lawful purposes... While various degrees of force exist, each officer is expected to use only that degree of 
force that is reasonable under the circumstances to successfully accomplish the legitimate and lawful purpose in 
accordance with this policy…Circumstances may arise in which officers may reasonably believe it would be 
impractical or ineffective to use any of the standard tools, weapons, or methods provided by the Department. 
Officers may find it more effective or practical to improvise their response to rapidly unfolding conditions they are 
confronting. In such circumstances, the use of any improvised device or method must nonetheless be objectively 
reasonable and utilized only to the degree reasonably necessary to accomplish a legitimate government 
purpose… Medical checks will be performed by a qualified health care professional on all youths who have been 
subjected to force as soon as practicable regardless of apparent injury. If no qualified health care professional is 
available, the youth shall be transported to the designated health care facility…” Per Section 514.5 Immediate 
and Calculated Use of Force: “An immediate use of force occurs when force is used to respond without delay to 
a situation or circumstance that constitutes an imminent threat to security or safety. For example, the immediate 
or unplanned use of force by staff may be necessary to stop a youth from inflicting life-threatening self-injuries or 
to stop an assault on any other person, including other youths. The destruction of government property may 
require the immediate use of force by staff in some circumstances…” The investigation showed the alleged act 
did occur but was lawful, justified, and proper.  

AYE: 7 
NAY: 0 
 
24-148/DOE 2416 (GBI) 
 
1. Use of Force Resulting in Great Bodily Injury – Probation Officers Derick Nykaza and Lino Rojas used force 

against “Doe 2416” on 07-01-22.  
 
Board Finding: Action Justified 
Staff Recommended Finding: Action Justified 
Rationale: This case was reviewed in accordance with CLERB Rules & Regulations 4.3, Complaint Not Required: 
Jurisdiction with Respect to Specified Incidents. On 10-10-24, the Probation Department reported a Use of Force 
incident that occurred on 07-01-22 at the East Mesa Juvenile Detention Facility (EMJDF) in which Doe 2416 
sustained a “broken finger”. The records received included incident reports, CCTV footage, and a medical report. 
The evidence showed, on 07-01-22, at EMJDF, Doe 2416 approached an Unidentified Juvenile (UJ1) and 
engaged in a physical altercation with UJ1. POs responded to separate the juveniles, and PO Rojas was observed 
placing Doe 2416 in the prone position. Doe 2416 attempted to get away from PO Rojas by attempting to stand 
up. PO Nykaza responded to assist and used knee strikes to Doe 2416’s left side while attempting to place Doe 
2416 in the prone position. POs were able to gain control of Doe 2416 and secure them in handcuffs without 
further force used. Doe 2416 sustained an injury during the incident and was evaluated by EMJDF medical staff. 
Per Probation P&P Section 514.4, Use of Force: “(a) Authorized officers must use only that amount of force that 
reasonably appears necessary given the facts and totality of circumstances known to or perceived by the officer 
at the time of the event, including facts known about Client vulnerabilities such as age, medical or mental 
conditions or disabilities, to accomplish a legitimate government purpose such as to gain control of the youth; 
protect and ensure the safety of youths, staff members, and others; prevent serious property damage; prevent 
escape; obtain compliance with facility rules and officer orders; or ensure the institution's security and good order. 
Force must not be used in response to disrespectful or noncompliant behavior that does not pose such a threat. 
The force options available to officers, including both physical and non-physical options, and the circumstances 
under which such force options are appropriate, are outlined throughout this Policy.” The investigation showed 
the alleged act did occur but was lawful, justified, and proper. 

AYE: 7 
NAY: 0 
 
24-149/DOE 2417 (GBI) 
 
1. Use of Force resulting in Great Bodily Injury – Probation Officer Adrian Rodriguez used force against “Doe 2417” 

on 08-22-22. 
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Board Finding: Action Justified 
Staff Recommended Finding: Action Justified 
Rationale: This case was reviewed in accordance with CLERB Rules & Regulations 4.3, Complaint Not Required: 
Jurisdiction with Respect to Specified Incidents. On 10-10-24, the Probation Department reported a Use of Force 
incident that occurred at the East Mesa Juvenile Detention Facility (EMJDF) in which Doe 2417 sustained a 
“fractured tooth.” On 08-22-22, multiple youth were involved in a fight. During the fight, Doe 2417 was attacked 
by two juveniles including being hit with a chair. As the fight progressed, Doe 2417 and the two other juveniles 
fell over a table which caused them to separate. One PO grabbed a juvenile going back toward Doe 2417 and 
placed him on the ground. Doe 2417 turned and was now facing PO Rodriguez. Doe 2417’s feet were about 
shoulder width apart and his hands were raised to his chin area. PO Rodriguez and Doe 2417 were about an 
arm’s length away from each other. PO Rodriguez shoved Doe 2417 in the chest causing Doe 2417 to fall 
backward to the ground. PO Rodriguez tried to secure Doe 2417 on the ground and was punched in the back of 
the head by UJ3. While PO Rodriguez was handcuffing Doe 2417, UJ3 “stomped” on Doe 2417’s head and was 
heard saying, “I punched that nigga in the back of the head and stomped that niggas head, too.” Probation Policy 
Section 514.3, “Officers may use force as reasonably appears necessary in the performance of their duties, but 
excessive force shall not be used. Officers must use only that amount of force that appears reasonably necessary 
under the circumstances in order to gain control of the youth; protect and ensure the safety of youths, staff, and 
others; prevent serious property damage; prevent escape; obtain compliance with facility rules and staff orders; 
or ensure the institution’s security and good order, or for other lawful purposes.” The investigation showed the 
alleged act did occur but was lawful, justified, and proper.  

AYE: 7 
NAY: 0 
 
24-150/DOE 2418 (GBI) 
 
1. Use of Force Resulting in Great Bodily Injury – Probation Officers (PO’s) Abraham Arce, Daniel Garcia, and Adrian 

Rodriguez used force against “Doe 2418” on 08-22-22. 
 

Board Finding: Action Justified 
Staff Recommended Finding: Action Justified 
Rationale: This case was reviewed in accordance with CLERB Rules & Regulations 4.3, Complaint Not Required: 
Jurisdiction with Respect to Specified Incidents. On 10-10-24, the Probation Department reported a Use of Force 
incident that occurred at the East Mesa Juvenile Detention Facility (EMJDF) in which Doe 2418 sustained a 
“fractured tooth”. On 08-22-22, four POs were supervising 23 juveniles in the dayroom. Two Unidentified Juveniles 
(UJ1 and UJ2) were involved in a gang-related physical altercation. While UJ1 and UJ2 were being detained, 
Unidentified Juvenile 3 (UJ3) began punching Unidentified Juvenile 4 (UJ4). Doe 2418 inserted themselves into 
the altercation and picked up a chair, lifted it over their head and slammed it down onto UJ3 and UJ4. PO 
Rodriguez issued Doe 2418 a verbal command which Doe 2418 ignored and continued fighting. PO Rodriguez 
shoved Doe 2418 and pinned them against the wall. Doe 2418 fell to the floor and landed in the prone position. 
PO Rodriguez observed several other juveniles fighting and left Doe 2418 in the prone position unhandcuffed 
while he went to assist by placing UJ4 into the prone position. Doe 2418 stood up and ran behind PO Rodriguez 
and used a closed fist to strike the side of PO Rodriguez’s head. Doe 2418 then stomped on UJ4’s head causing 
injury to UJ4’s jaw, teeth, and chin. PO Arce observed Doe 2418 stomp on UJ4’s head and intervened by tackling 
Doe 2418 to the ground. PO’s Garcia and Arce gave Doe 2418 verbal commands to place their hands behind 
their back. Doe 2418 ignored the verbal commands and continued to resist by tucking their arms under their body 
and tried to push up to a standing position. PO Garcia delivered knee strikes to Doe 2418’s thigh and body while 
PO Arce delivered knee strikes to Doe 2418’s triceps area. Doe 2418 stopped resisting and PO Arce handcuffed 
Doe 2418. A PO sustained an injury as a direct result of Doe 2418’s actions. Doe 2418 also sustained injuries 
from the altercation and was later transported to a hospital. Per Probation P&P Section 514.3, Use of Force: 
Officers may use force as reasonably appears necessary in the performance of their duties, but excessive force 
shall not be used. Officers must use only that amount of force that appears reasonably necessary under the 
circumstances in order to gain control of the youth; protect and ensure the safety of youths, staff, and others; 
prevent serious property damage; prevent escape; obtain compliance with facility rules and staff orders; or ensure 
the institution’s security and good order, or for other lawful purposes. The investigation showed the alleged act 
did occur but was lawful, justified, and proper. 

AYE: 7 
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incident that occurred at the Youth Transition Campus (YTC) in which Doe 2428 sustained “mild concussion.” On 
11-23-23, three PO’s were supervising twelve juveniles in the dayroom at the Youth Transition Campus (YTC). 
Doe 2428 got into a verbal altercation with Unidentified Juvenile 1 (UJ1) and attempted to strike UJ1 with a closed 
right fist. PO Elias intervened and used his left hand to push Doe 2428 in the chest while simultaneously using 
his right hand to pull the back of Doe 2428’s shirt. PO Elias issued verbal commands to Doe 2428, which Doe 
2428 ignored. PO Elias grabbed Doe 2428 around their waist and Doe 2428 responded by thrashing their body 
to break free. PO Elias forced Doe 2428 to the ground into the prone position. PO Escalona Guerrero assisted 
by controlling Doe 2428’s legs while PO Elias placed Doe 2428 into handcuffs. PO Elias and PO Zermeno 
escorted Doe 2428 to their room. During the escort, Doe 2428 began cursing at staff and UJ1 and tried to break 
free from staff. POs Elias and Zermeno placed Doe 2428 in the “bent over position” and attempted to place Doe 
2428 in the prone position on the ground. Doe 2428 stopped walking and planted his feet on the ground which 
prevented the escort from proceeding. Doe 2428 tried to trip PO Zermeno by “hooking and kicking” their leg in 
between PO Zermeno’s feet. Doe 2428’s actions caused POs Elias and Zermeno to lose their balance and all 
three fell to the floor. While on the ground, POs Elias and Zermeno gained control of Doe 2428 and completed 
the escort without further incident. Doe 2428 sustained an injury, was evaluated by YTC medical staff, and was 
ultimately transported to the hospital for further evaluation. Per Probation P&P Section 514.3, Use of Force: 
Officers may use force as reasonably appears necessary in the performance of their duties, but excessive force 
shall not be used. Officers must use only that amount of force that appears reasonably necessary under the 
circumstances in order to gain control of the youth; protect and ensure the safety of youths, staff, and others; 
prevent serious property damage; prevent escape; obtain compliance with facility rules and staff orders; or ensure 
the institution’s security and good order, or for other lawful purposes. The investigation showed the alleged act 
did occur but was lawful, justified, and proper. 

AYE: 6 
NAY: 1 (Ware) 
 
25-014/DOE 2501 (GBI) 
 
1. Use of Force Resulting in Great Bodily Injury – Probation Officer Karla Cuevas used force against “Doe 2501” on 

01-07-25.   
 

Board Finding: Action Justified 
Staff Recommended Finding: Action Justified 
Rationale: This case was reviewed in accordance with CLERB Rules & Regulations 4.3, Complaint Not Required: 
Jurisdiction with Respect to Specified Incidents. On 02-10-25, the Probation Department reported a Use of Force 
incident that occurred at the East Mesa Juvenile Detention Facility (EMJDF). Per Probation records, on 01-07-
25, an Unidentified Juvenile (UJ1) and Doe 2501 were involved in a fight. During the fight, Doe 2501 tried to 
defend themself as UJ1 continued to punch Doe 2501. Probation Officer’s separated the youths and as PO 
Cuevas grabbed Doe 2501, both fell to the ground. Once on the ground, PO Cuevas was able to handcuff Doe 
2501 and removed them from the scene. Doe 2501 told the facility nurse that PO Cuevas fell on their elbow when 
they fell on the ground. Doe 2501 was taken to an area hospital with a complaint of pain in their elbow. Per 
Probations Use of Force policy, “Officers may use force as reasonably appears necessary in the performance of 
their duties, but excessive force shall not be used. Officers must use only that amount of force that appears 
reasonably necessary under the circumstances in order to gain control of the youth; protect and ensure the safety 
of youths, staff, and others; prevent serious property damage; prevent escape; obtain compliance with facility 
rules and staff orders; or ensure the institution’s security and good order, or for other lawful purposes.” The 
investigation showed the alleged act did occur but was lawful, justified, and proper. 

AYE: 7  
NAY: 0 
 
25-047/DOE 2502 (GBI) 
 
1. Use of Force Resulting in Great Bodily Injury – Probation Officer Jesus Orozco used force against Doe 2502 on 

02-27-25.  
 

Board Finding: Action Justified 
Staff Recommended Finding: Action Justified 
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Rationale: This case was reviewed in accordance with CLERB Rules & Regulations 4.3, Complaint Not Required: 
Jurisdiction with Respect to Specified Incidents. On 04-10-25 the Probation Department reported a Use of Force 
incident that occurred at the East Mesa Juvenile Detention Facility (EMJDF) in which Doe 2502 sustained 
“avulsion of teeth.” On 02-27-25 Doe 2502 assaulted an Unidentified Juvenile 3 (UJ3) while on the outside quad 
of a facility. According to CCTV, Unidentified Juvenile 1 (UJ1), Doe 2502, and Unidentified Juvenile 2 (UJ2) 
walked across the quad to where UJ3 was standing. UJ1 began a physical altercation with UJ3. Doe 2502 and 
UJ2 joined UJ1 in assaulting UJ3. Probation Officer (PO) Orozco called for cover units, and deployed OC spray 
for approximately four seconds towards the facial area of all juveniles involved. The fight continued. PO 1 arrived 
to assist and deployed OC spray for approximately five seconds towards the facial area of the juveniles involved. 
The fight continued. PO Orozco physically assisted Doe 2502 to the ground and used body weight to control Doe 
2502. Doe 2502 was restrained approximately sixteen seconds after the fight began. Doe 2502 was handcuffed 
and brought to a nurse for medical evaluation for injury to their teeth. Doe 2502 declined decontamination of the 
OC. Per Probation P&P Section 514.3 Use of Force, “Officers may use force as reasonably appears necessary 
in the performance of their duties, but excessive force shall not be used. Officers must use only that amount of 
force that appears reasonably necessary under the circumstances in order to gain control of the youth; protect 
and ensure the safety of youths, staff, and others; prevent serious property damage; prevent escape; obtain 
compliance with facility rules and staff orders; or ensure the institution’s security and good order, or for other 
lawful purposes. The Department provides tools, weapons, and training on techniques to use when responding 
to resistance and violent encounters. While various degrees of force exist, each officer is expected to use only 
that degree of force that is reasonable under the circumstances to successfully accomplish the legitimate and 
lawful purpose in accordance with this policy. Medical checks will be performed by a qualified health care 
professional on all youths who have been subjected to force as soon as practicable regardless of apparent 
injury…” Per Section 514.3.4 Health Care, “…A youth who has been the subject of a use of force should be seen 
by medical and mental health staff, even in cases where no emergency care appears necessary (15 CCR 1357).” 
Per Section 514.4 Use of Chemical Agents, “…Youths who have been affected by chemical agents should be 
promptly provided with the proper solution to decontaminate the affected areas. If the youth refuses to 
decontaminate, such a refusal shall be documented…” Per Section 514.5 Immediate and Calculated Use of 
Force, “An immediate use of force occurs when force is used to respond without delay to a situation or 
circumstance that constitutes an imminent threat to security or safety. For example, the immediate or unplanned 
use of force by staff may be necessary to stop a youth from inflicting life-threatening self-injuries or to stop an 
assault on any other person, including other youths.” The investigation showed the alleged act did occur but was 
lawful, justified, and proper. 

AYE: 7  
NAY: 0 
 
                                               End of Report 




