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Introductions

Erin Thomas
HMD APSA Technical Lead



• First Level
• Second Level

• Third Level
• Fourth Level

• Fifth Level

Getting to Know Us

Erin Thomas, Supervising EHS and Primary APSA Technical Lead
ErinR.Thomas@sdcounty.ca.gov

Justin Martinez, EHS-III and Secondary APSA Technical Lead
Justin.Martinez@sdcounty.ca.gov

Ryan Yanda, EHS-III and Supporting APSA Technical Lead
Ryan.Yanda@sdcounty.ca.gov
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APSA Rulemaking

What has changed?



APSA Regulations Update

CCR Title 19 rulemaking establishes APSA Regulations.

• Prior to December, all APSA requirements were in Statute

• Office of Administrative Law (OAL) Approved the rulemaking package 
on December 17, 2024 and made the regulations effective upon 
approval.

• The new regulations reside in California Code of Regulations (CCR) 
Title 19, Division 1, Chapter 11, Article 1. 

• Final Text of APSA Regulations - Express Terms

https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/osfm-website/what-we-do/pipeline-safety-and-hazardous-materials/pipeline-safety-and-cupa/final-regulation-text---express-terms---et---cupa-apsa.pdf


APSA Regulations Update

The new regulations mandate CUPAS to inspect all APSA facilities every 
three years (or establish another frequency approved by OSFM).

• HMD already performs APSA compliance inspections at facilities with 
1,320 gallons or more.  There is no change for this group.

• HMD conducts triennial HMBP inspections at “TIUGA-Only” facilities, 
but now we must also inspect for compliance with APSA.

• Since 2018, we have been providing guidance to “TIUGA-Only” 
facilities that they must be compliant with APSA and prepare and 
implement an SPCC Plan.



TIUGA:

• Stationary

• On or above the surface of the 
floor in a below-grade structure

• Is in one of four categories:

1. Lubricant/coolant tank

2. Hazardous waste tank

3. Emergency system tank

4. Other petroleum tank

STRUCTURE:

• At least 10% below grade,

• Provides secondary containment

• Allows for direct viewing.

Tank In an Underground Area (TIUGA)



APSA Regulations Update

• HMD will perform APSA scope inspections at “TIUGA-Only” facilities 
during their next scheduled Routine 

• Approximately 53 facilities in San Diego County.

• New regulations create State mandate for facilities to complete the 
APSA section in CERS annually. 

• CUPAs must inspect Conditionally Exempt facilities every three years 
to ensure they still meet requirements of the exemption. 



HMD APSA Inspections

FACILITY TYPE Small APSA Large APSA

TOTAL VOLUME < 10,000 gal* ≥ 10,000 gal

INSPECTION TYPE Abbreviated Comprehensive

INSPECTED BY EHS Lead EHS

*New regulations mandate CUPAs to inspect all facilities with less than 10,000 gallons of petroleum.



APSA Tank 
Inspection 

Requirements

What exactly is needed? 



Why do I Need to Inspect my Tanks?

HSC 25270.4.5:  The owner or operator of an APSA Facility shall prepare a spill prevention control and countermeasure (SPCC) plan 
applying good engineering practices to prevent petroleum releases using the same format required by Part 112.

An owner or operator of an APSA Facility shall conduct periodic inspections of the storage tank to ensure compliance with Part 
112 (commencing with Section 112.1) of the most up to date version of 40 CFR.

40 CFR 112.8(c)(6): Facilities subject to the Spill rule must test or inspect each aboveground container for integrity on 
a regular schedule and whenever you make material repairs. You must determine, in accordance with industry 
standards, the appropriate qualifications for personnel performing tests and inspections, the frequency and type of 
testing and inspections, which take into account container size, configuration, and design.

STI SP001: Inspection standard for welded, carbon or stainless-steel shop-fabricated tanks (up to 75,000 gallons in capacity) and field-
erected tanks (up to 264,000 gallons).  Typically, any tank larger than 30 ft diameter x 50 ft height would not be applicable to SP001.  

In addition, SP001 can apply to the inspection of portable containers such as 55-gallon drums or intermediate bulk containers (IBCs).

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&sectionNum=25270.4.5.
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-40/part-112/section-112.8
https://stispfa.org/library-resources/standards-regulatory-resources/sp001-standard/


Why do I Need to Inspect my Tanks?



Why do I Want to Inspect my Tanks?
Cost savings

Tank longevity 
• Minimize possibility of a tank failure
• A replacement tank could range from $11,000 – 15,000 (based on a 2006 EPA study) 

• In 2025, ~$18,000 – $24,000 [calculated using CPI in 2006 (102.600) vs CPI in 2025 (315.605)]

• A Single UL142 certified 1,000 gallon tank could cost $4,500 - $10,000 (google search)

• Well-maintained tanks can last 20 years (if not, longer)

Less Spills and Releases
• Contractor clean-ups could cost $4,000 – $25,000, depending on the size of the spill
• Even more if the spill released to sewer

Minimize chance of enforcement
• Minor violations could cost up to $5,600 per day, per violation
• Major violations could cost up to $70,000 per day, per violation
• Penalties from investigation: cost of sampling, waste disposal, hourly CUPA staff, case preparation

https://archive.epa.gov/emergencies/content/fss/web/pdf/fahnline_2.pdf


How Do I Inspect my Tanks
SP001 Monthly Checklist for Shop Fabricated Tanks

https://stispfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/STI-SP001-Monthly-Inspection-Checklist-7th-Edition.pdf
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How Do I Inspect my Tanks?
SP001 Annual Checklist for Shop Fabricated Tanks

https://stispfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/STI-SP001-Portable-Container-Monthly-Inspection-Checklist-7th-Edition.pdf


How Do I Inspect my Tanks?
SP001 Annual Checklist for Shop Fabricated Tanks

https://stispfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/STI-SP001-Portable-Container-Monthly-Inspection-Checklist-7th-Edition.pdf


How Do I Inspect my Tanks?
SP001 Annual Checklist for Shop Fabricated Tanks

https://stispfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/STI-SP001-Portable-Container-Monthly-Inspection-Checklist-7th-Edition.pdf


How Do I Inspect my Tanks?
SP001 Annual Checklist for Shop Fabricated Tanks

https://stispfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/STI-SP001-Portable-Container-Monthly-Inspection-Checklist-7th-Edition.pdf


How Do I Inspect my Tanks?
SP001 Annual Checklist for Shop Fabricated Tanks

https://stispfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/STI-SP001-Portable-Container-Monthly-Inspection-Checklist-7th-Edition.pdf


How Do I Inspect my Tanks
SP001 Annual Checklist for Shop Fabricated Tanks

https://stispfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/STI-SP001-Portable-Container-Monthly-Inspection-Checklist-7th-Edition.pdf


How Do I Inspect my Tanks
SP001 Annual Checklist for Shop Fabricated Tanks

https://stispfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/STI-SP001-Portable-Container-Monthly-Inspection-Checklist-7th-Edition.pdf


How Do I Inspect my Tanks
SP001 Annual Checklist for Shop Fabricated Tanks

https://stispfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/STI-SP001-Portable-Container-Monthly-Inspection-Checklist-7th-Edition.pdf


Inspection Schedule - Category



Tips and Information

Understand your equipment

No legible tank plate?
• STI AST Record

Document ALL Inspections (Minimum 3 years)

Know which agency you’re working with.

APCD – Generator engine and emissions

HMD – Hazardous materials storage tank 
and tank equipment

https://stispfa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/STI-SP001-AST-Record-7th-Edition.pdf




1 Keep up to date and annually 
submit the APSA Program element 
in CERS.

Top Five APSA Tips since 2022

Prepare and implement an
SPCC Plan.

2



3 Conduct an annual Spill 
Prevention Briefing.

Top Five APSA Tips since 2022

Perform and document
a five-year review of the SPCC Plan.

4



5 Keep a record of inspections and integrity tests.

Top Five APSA Tips since 2022

Certified STI SP001 Integrity TestSTI SP001 Monthly Inspection Checklist STI SP001 Annual Inspection Checklist



APSA Resources

OSFM APSA Website HMD APSA Website

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/pipeline-safety-and-cupa/certified-unified-program-agency/aboveground-petroleum-storage-act
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/deh/hazmat/hmd_apsa.html


Questions

and answers.



THANK YOU
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