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DISCUSSION TOPICS:

1. Management of Biohazard Waste – Rebecca Hernandez

2. Top 10 Medical Waste Program Violation – Kevin Valdez

3.  Small Quantity Medical Waste Registration – Dana Barkil

        4.   Q&A



Management of Biohazard Waste (“red bag”) 

Becky Hernandez, Environmental Health 
Specialist

Rebecca.Hernandez1@sdcounty.ca.gov
(619) 433-2350

mailto:Rebecca.Hernandez1@sdcounty.ca.gov


What is Biohazardous waste? 



Biohazardous waste Definition

• HSC 117690(b)(1): Regulated medical waste, 
clinical waste, or biomedical waste that is a 
waste or reusable material derived from the 
medical treatment of a human or from an animal 
that is suspected by the attending veterinarian of 
being infected with a pathogen that is also 
infectious to humans...

Also includes: 
• Highly communicable waste
• Laboratory waste
• Fluid or blood products

Key words: Infectious or contagious to humans 



Biohazardous Waste Management: Biohazard 
bag color

• HSC 117630(c): The color of the bag should be RED, unless yellow bags are used 
to segregate trace chemotherapy, or white bags for pathology waste. 



Biohazardous Waste Management: ASTM 
Standards

• ASTM = American Society for Testing and 
Materials

• Biohazard bags must meet ASTM standards 
(horizontal & vertical testing):

• D1709 (impact resistance (i.e., 165 g)). 
• D1922 (tear resistance (i.e., 480 g))

• Biohazard bags must be robust enough to 
contain infectious waste. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnCXop5QwRk&t=78s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XqXudH7i9TU


Biohazardous Waste Management: ASTM 
Standards

• What bags must be used “in house”? 

 HSC 117630(c): …shall be marked with 
the international biohazard symbol…

 HSC 117630(b)…must be manufacturer 
certified to meet the ASTM D1709 
standard (impact resistance). 
Certification info is “typically” not 
printed on the bag. 



Biohazardous Waste Management: ASTM 
Standards

• How do you know if the “red bag” is “certified.” 



Biohazardous Waste Management: ASTM 
Standards

• What bags must be used for OFFSITE 
transport? 

 HSC 117630(c): …shall be marked with the 
international biohazard symbol… 

 Facility uses only ASTM D1709 certified 
bags? 

 HSC 117630(a): Ready for offsite 
transport? 
 Place bags in a …container lined 

with a biohaz bag that is marked 
and certified… as meeting (or 
exceeding) ASTM D1922 and ASTM 
D1709 standards. (i.e., a stamp)



Biohazardous Waste Management: ASTM 
Standards

• Do facilities need to purchase two types of 
biohazard bags? 

 Not necessarily. 
 Option #1: Facility only uses ASTM 

D1709 certified bags? 
 Must also purchase bags printed 

with both ASTM D1709 & 1922 
standards.

 Option #2: Facility uses bags printed 
with both ASTM D1709 & 1922 
standards?
 No need to line the container. 



Biohazardous Waste Management: Labeling 
Requirements

• How should biohazard bags be labeled?

 Biohazard symbol
 SDCC 68.1205: Generator’s 

label placed on all biohazard 
bags when accumulation first 
begins.* 

 Exemption: Small benchtop 
red bags do not need a 
generator’s label if they are 
later consolidated into larger, 
labeled red bags. 

*Applies to all MW that is 
shipped offsite but focusing 
only on red bags. 

Benchtop container: 
Generator’s label NOT required

Container on Floor: 
Generator’s label required



Biohazardous Waste Management: 
Containerization

• How should biohazard bags be 
containerized?

Biohazard waste must be placed in 
compliant red bags within 
containers that meet the following 
requirements:
   may be any color
 Rigid and leak resistant, 
 have tight-fitting covers
 labeled with the words 

“Biohazardous Waste” OR the 
international biohazard symbol 
and the word “BIOHAZARD” on 
the lid and sides



Biohazardous Waste Management: 
Containerization

• Benchtop biohazard bags on wire stands
• *Assume the bag is preprinted with the biohazard symbol & that it is ASTM 

D1709 certified. 

Biohazard waste must be placed in 
compliant red bags within containers that 
meet the following requirements:
  may be any color
 Rigid and leak resistant, 
 have tight-fitting covers
 labeled with the words “Biohazardous 

Waste” OR the international biohazard 
symbol and the word “BIOHAZARD” on 
the lid and sides



Exemptions to containerization of 
Biohazardous Waste

• When are red bags NOT required to be containerized? HSC 118280(b) 

Surgical Suite

Patient Rooms

***NOTE: Biohazard bags must be transferred to a proper 
container after completing the procedure.  

Generator’s label still required!!



Test your knowledge!

• Which colors are allowed for biohazard bags?

*Only RED is allowed for 
biohazard bags storing 
biohazard waste. 



Test your knowledge!

Which bag(s) would 
be most appropriate 
to ship your 
biohazardous waste 
OFFSITE? 



Test your knowledge!

Based on color and markings alone, which of the following bag(s) could be used to store Biohazardous waste?
*Assume they are all ASTM D1709 manufacturer certified.  



Thank you! 

• Questions? 



Top 10 Medical Waste 
Program Violations

Kevin Valdez, EHS III



• HMD4216 Biohazard bags not placed in a USDOT-approved container lined 
with a biohazard bag that is ASTM D1709 and ASTM D1922 certified. HSC 
117630(b)

CUPA Guidance:
1. Tied off bags must be placed 

into DOT approved container.

2. Bags must be ASTM 1709 and 
ASTM 1922 certified.

3. Certification must be marked 
on bags. 



• HMD4217 Waste container or bin not labeled with the words 
"Biohazardous Waste" or with the international biohazard symbol and the 
word "BIOHAZARD" on the lid and sides. HSC 118280(c)

CUPA Guidance:
1. Ensure container markings are 

not faded, worn, or illegible.

2. Secondary container should 
have markings visible to staff 
and inspector. 

3. Red containers are not 
required but are most 
common. 



• HMD4201 Failed to submit or report in CERS chemical inventory 
information for medical waste and keep up to date. SDCC 68.904(a)(2)

CUPA Guidance:
1. All routinely generated 

medical waste streams must 
be reported in CERS.

2. Annual waste amounts must 
be accurate in CERS and on 
MWMP.

3. Medical wastes treated on 
site, regardless of type, and 
subsequently disposed of as 
solid waste, must be reported. 



• HMD4200 Failed to obtain or maintain a Small Quantity Medical Waste 
Registration or a Unified Program Facility Permit. HSC 117705; SDCC 
68.904, 68.905, 68.906, 68.907.1, 68.1201

CUPA Guidance:
1. Submittal of medical waste 

items in CERS must be 
completed once facility 
becomes a routine generator 
of medical waste. 

2. Large Quantity Generators 
must also create a MWMP. 

3. Registration only allowed for 
Small Quantity Generators, 
not subject to any other CUPA 
program. 



• HMD4303 Did not maintain on file disposal receipts, tracking or shipping documents for 
medical waste shipped offsite for at least 3 years. HSC 117945

CUPA Guidance:
1. Disposal receipts must be 

available for review for SQG’s

2. LQG’s should be available 
within two business days but 
at inspection time is best to 
prove compliance with 
requirement

3. Tracking documents for all 
medical waste shipped off 
must provide types, amounts, 
hauler, dates, final 
destination, etc. 



• HMD4213 Biohazardous bags not containerized in rigid, leak resistant, and 
covered containers or bins when placed for storage, handling, or transport. HSC 
118280(c)

CUPA Guidance:

1. Ensure all biohazardous waste 
is placed in secondary 
contained lined with red bag. 

2. Containers must be rigid, leak 
resistant and covered with 
tight fitting lid. 

3. Red bag on hamper stand ok 
ONLY in surgery suites 

4. “Open” secondary container 
ONLY allowed in BSC’s. 



• HMD4351 Medical Waste Management Plan (MWMP) not submitted to 
HMD within 30 days of generating medical waste or making updates to the 
MWMP. HSC 117960, 117970

CUPA Guidance:
1. Violation for LQG’s only.

2. MWMP must be submitted to 
the CUPA via CERS Hazardous 
Materials Inventory.

3. Updates to hauler, types of 
waste, amounts, must be 
reflected accurately in 
MWMP.



• HMD4222 Biohazard bag waste stored more than 7 days at >0°C (for generators of 20 or 
more pounds a month). HSC 118280(e)(1)(A)

CUPA Guidance:
1. Amounts don’t align with 

Large or Small Generator 
statuses. 

2. Protocols not in place to verify 
waste is hauled off site. 

3. Weekly pick-ups required; the 
7 days does not refer to the 
time allowed in central 
accumulation.



• HMD4204 MW designated accumulation area not posted with an 
approved, legible biohazardous waste "warning sign" in English & Spanish 
or in another language, in addition to English which can be read from a 
distance of at least 25 feet. HSC 118310

CUPA Guidance:
1. Multiples designated areas? 

Multiple signs needed. 

2. Outdoor designated areas: 
Ensure signs are standing up 
to weather. 

3. We don’t have a tape 
measure, but….



• HMD4210 Primary containers accumulating MW not labeled 
with an electronic label or label with generator’s name, 
address and phone number

CUPA Guidance:
1. Pre-printed bags are useful.

2. Processes should be in place 
to label bag once it begins 
accumulating waste…not once 
ready for shipment. 

3. Ensure all medical waste 
containers are labeled. Label 
should be easily identified by 
staff/inspector. 



Small Quantity Medical Waste Registration



Small Quantity Medical Waste Registration

SQMWR Qualification

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/deh/hazmat/med_waste.html


Small Quantity Medical Waste Registration

Ways to apply for SQMWR

• 1- Submit Registration application 
online through Accela Citizen Access 
(ACA)

• OR

• 2- Completing the SQMWR 
application and emailing the 
completed form 
to medicalwaste@sdcounty.ca.gov

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/deh/hazmat/med_waste/sqmwg_registrationprogram.html
https://publicservices.sandiegocounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx
https://publicservices.sandiegocounty.gov/CitizenAccess/Default.aspx
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/deh/hmd/pdf/SQMWRApplication2023.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/deh/hmd/pdf/SQMWRApplication2023.pdf
mailto:%20medicalwaste@sdcounty.ca.gov


Small Quantity Medical Waste Registration

                              Questions???
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