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May 4, 2021  
 
Amy Harbert, Director 
Department of Environmental Health and Quality 
County of San Diego 
5500 Overland Avenue 
San Diego, Ca 92123 
 
Re: Digital droplet Polymerase Chain Reaction use authorization for beach water 
quality assessment in San Diego County  
 
Dear Ms. Harbert,  
 
The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) is authorizing the use of digital 

droplet Polymerase Chain Reaction (ddPCR) in San Diego County to determine the 

level of Enterococci bacteria in waters adjacent to public beaches, as part of beach 

water quality assessment. This authorization provided to San Diego County by CDPH is 

consistent with the provisions in the California Health and Safety Code, Section 115880 

(d), and the use of ddPCR is specific to the beach locations in San Diego County 

included on page two of this letter.  The beach locations on page two represent water 

quality stations included in a side by side comparison study that successfully 

demonstrated the use of ddPCR as an alternative test method to evaluate microbial 

conditions for beach water quality assessment in San Diego County. Use of ddPCR can 

provide water quality results more quickly than conventional test methods, thereby 

reducing the period the public is at risk while waiting for the presence of bacteria to be 

confirmed.  

Please contact me at Eric.Trevena@CDPH.ca.gov or (916) 210-8548 if you have any 

questions regarding this approval. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Eric Trevena, R.E.H.S. 
Chief, Environmental Health Services Section 
 
cc: Keith Kezer 
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