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MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

 
County of San Diego Juvenile Justice Center Redevelopment Project  

 
Tuesday, April 24, 2018 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the County of San Diego is recirculating for public 
review a draft Mitigated Negative Declaration in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the Juvenile Justice Center (JJC).  This draft 
Mitigated Negative Declaration can be reviewed at the Department of General Services 
(DGS), 5560 Overland Avenue, Suite 410, San Diego, California 92123.  Comments on 
this draft Mitigated Negative Declaration must be sent to the DGS address listed above, 
attention Mr. Marc Cass, and should reference the “Juvenile Justice Center.” 
 
Per CEQA Guidelines Section 15073.5, Recirculation of a Negative Declaration Prior to 
Adoption, a lead agency is required to recirculate a negative declaration when the 
document must be substantially revised after public notice of its availability has been 
given pursuant to Section 15072, but prior to its adoption. Notice of recirculation shall 
comply with Sections 15072 and 15073. 
 
On April 6, 2018, the County of San Diego distributed the Juvenile Justice Center 
Redevelopment Project Draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) 
for public review. A 30-day public review period was initiated and comments were to be 
received by May 7, 2018. However, the County of San Diego determined that a 
statement in Section 2.1(9.), Project Description, regarding the total number of parking 
spaces existing and after Project buildout should be clarified. This clarification is shown 
in strikethrough underline font in Section 2.1(9.). Additionally, the County of San Diego 
corrected the Adoption Statement of the Draft MND to reflect adoption by the County 
Board of Supervisors on July 10, 2018, versus the original date of June 19, 2018. No 
other sections of the Juvenile Justice Center Redevelopment Project Draft IS/MND were 
revised since the public review version distributed on April 6, 2018. 
 
Per CEQA Guidelines Section 15073.5(c)(4), recirculation is not required if new 
information is added to the negative declaration that merely clarifies, amplifies, or makes 
insignificant modifications to the negative declaration. The County of San Diego is not 
required, per CEQA, to recirculate the Juvenile Justice Center Redevelopment Project 
Draft IS/MND. However, the County of San Diego has decided to recirculate this clarified 
Juvenile Justice Center Redevelopment Project Draft IS/MND, per CEQA Sections 
15072 and 15073.  
 
The proposed County of San Diego JJC Redevelopment Project (“Project”) would 
include redevelopment and reorganization of the Juvenile Justice Campus, a 31.49-acre 
parcel, which currently includes the Kearney Mesa Juvenile Detention Facility (KMJDF), 



 

formerly the San Diego County Juvenile Hall.  The Project objectives include 
development of a juvenile detention design and specification guidance consistent with 
current juvenile rehabilitation and development models, trends in juvenile arrests and 
detention, ages of youth offenders, nature of crimes, and effectiveness of intervention 
programs. 
 
The Project site is located in the community of Birdland within the City of San Diego.  
The KMJDF is one of two 24-hour, maximum-security, juvenile detention facilities 
operated in the County, has a maximum capacity of 359 male and female juveniles, and 
has been housing juvenile offenders since 1954. Services offered at KMJDF include 
housing, Intake-Booking-Release, S.O.A.R. Academy (school), and various rehabilitation 
programs.  Parking lots serve staff and visitors to the KMJDF, Probation Center, adjacent 
off-site healthcare facility staff and visitors, and a secured judge’s parking lot for the 
State of California Juvenile Courthouse. 
 
New facilities associated with the Project would be one to two stories high, except the 
administration building that will be no taller than four stories and the parking garage that 
will be five stories. Operation of the juvenile detention facilities would remain under the 
County of San Diego Probation Department and continue to include intake/release, 
administration, visitation, housing, schooling, and recreation functions for detainees.  
The existing KMJDF employees total 193 per day and would increase to 225 per day 
during operation of the facility after redevelopment, an increase of 32 staff onsite per 
day. The existing 1,037 parking spaces at the JJC will effectively be unchanged at 
approximately 1,000 parking spaces at completion of the Project. On-site vehicular 
access would be provided via Meadow Lark Drive. Regional access would be provided 
by the north-south-trending State Route (SR) 163 to the west, north-south-trending 
Interstate 805 (I-805) to the east, and east-west-trending Interstate 8 (I-8) highway to the 
south of the JJC.   
 
The existing Juvenile Court located at 2851 Meadow Lark Drive, Juvenile Probation 
Center at 2901 Meadow Lark Drive, and adjacent natural slope to the east and outside of 
the JJC is not part of the Project. The redevelopment of the JJC site is proposed to occur 
in three phases, as described below. 
 
The first funded phase of the JJC Redevelopment Project is the relocated Camp Barrett 
(“Urban Camp”) and would consist of the relocation of the existing County of San Diego 
Probation Department Camp Barrett function, located approximately 27 miles east in 
Alpine to the JJC site. Camp Barrett is a boys-only custodial program that provides 
longer term sentencing options to the Juvenile Court at the local level. The programming 
is intended for more seriously delinquent youth who may otherwise face lengthily out of 
home placements in state facilities or the Department of Juvenile Justice. The age range 
at Camp Barrett is 14 to 18 years old and the goal of the camp is to provide the youthful 
offender with the training and skills necessary for successful transition and reintegration 
into society.  
 
The purpose of this relocation is to consolidate juvenile detention and rehabilitation 
functions. The relocated Urban Camp function would provide committed youths the 
training and skills necessary for successful reintegration into society. To accomplish this 



 

goal, each youth is required to attend school, complete assigned camp work tasks, and 
complete a demanding structured program designed to support their successful 
reintegration back into the community. 
  
The Urban Camp would be located in the southern third of the JJC property and 
encumber approximately 330,000 square feet (SF) of the site (see Figure 2, Site Plan). 
Construction of the Urban Camp would take approximately 18 months and will include 
demolition of existing parking lots and site grading. Phase 1 would include construction 
of the following: 5-level parking structure (250,000 SF), approximately 650 spaces; 
Urban Camp (29,312 SF), 128 beds; Central Plant (3,200 SF); Grade 8-12 classrooms 
plus CTE shops (26,000 SF); Indoor and outdoor recreation (15,232 SF); Health Clinic 
(6,500 SF), includes pharmacy, dental, physical health, no behavioral health or health 
administration.   
 
Phases 2 and 3 would consist of full “Site Build Out.”  Funding has only been identified 
for Phase 1.  Funding for Phases 2 and 3 would occur in the future and would be 
dependent upon County priorities.  Site Build Out would commence with the demolition 
of the existing juvenile hall and intake facilities and construction of structures to support 
food services, facility services, detention center living units (112 beds), classrooms and 
educational programs, security administration, and facility administration. Construction is 
anticipated to occur for approximately 22 months. This phase includes demolition of 
approximately 90,000 SF and construction of 117,000 SF.  Phase 3 would include 
construction of a juvenile justice headquarters in the northeast corner of the JJC site.  
This phase includes demolition of approximately 66,576 SF and new construction of 
approximately 45,000 SF.   
 
The document is available on line 
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/general_services/CEQA/CEQA.html and can also be made 
available electronically by contacting marc.cass@sdcounty.ca.gov. 
 
 
For additional information regarding the public hearing dates, please contact Marc Cass 
at (858) 694-2047 or by e-mail at marc.cass@sdcounty.ca.gov. 
 
Comments on this proposed draft Mitigated Negative Declaration must be received 
no later than Thursday, May 24, 2018 (a 30-day public review period).    


