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1.0	 INTRODUCTION

The Administrative Office of the Courts ("AOC") is the staff agency of the Judicial Council of
California. The AOC is responsible for implementation of the Trial Court Facilities Act of 2002,
landmark legislation that shifts governance of California courthouses from California counties to
the State of California. As noted in the August 2010 Final EIR for the New San Diego Central
Courthouse, the Judicial Council typically acts as the CEQA Lead Agency for courthouse
projects. The Judicial Council has delegated its project approval authority to the Administrative
Director of the Courts.

The AOC's July 2010 Final Environmental Impact Report ("ER") for the New San Diego
Centrareaufthouse	 descri ed-the	 proposaho const= a—n-eNv7apprm-cirrrate-ly	 75-0,000-	
square foot courthouse facility containing 71 courtrooms in the City of San Diego for the
Superior Court of California, County of San Diego ("Superior Court"). The site is between "C",
State, "B," and Union Streets (Figure 1), which the AOC acquired the site from the County in
2010.

The Administrative Director of the Courts considered the New San Diego Central Courthouse
project's potential environmental impacts in 2010 and found that the project will cause
significant effects on the environment. The purpose of this addendum is to disclose and evaluate
the AOC's deletion of a tunnel between the proposed courthouse and the County's existing
Central Jail and the addition of several bus trips per day for the Sheriff's transport of in-custody
detainees from the jail to the new courthouse.

When a lead agency has adopted an ER for a project, CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 (a)
requires a lead agency to determine whether:

1. The lead agency is proposing substantial changes in the project that will require major
revisions of the previous ER due to the involvement of new significant environmental
effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects,

2. Substantial changes to the circumstances under which the project occur that will require
major revisions of the previous ER due to the involvement of new significant
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified
significant effects; or

3. New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have
'the previous EIR as complete or the AOC adopted the ER shows:

a. The project will have one or more significant effects that the previous ER did not
discuss;

1



b. Previously examined significant effects will be substantially more severe than
shown in the previous EIR;

c. Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible will be
feasible and will substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the
project, but the lead agency declines to adopt the mitigation measure or
alternative; or

d. Mitigation measures or alternatives that are considerably different from those
analyzed in the previous ElR will substantially reduce one or more significant
effects on the environment, but the lead agency declines to adopt the mitigation
measure or alternative.

If, after completing its review, the lead agency determines that none of the conditions described
in CEQA Guidelines Section15162 apply to the proposed changes to the Project, then, in
conformance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(b), the lead agency may conclude that an
addendum to the FINAL EIR provides appropriate evaluation of the lead agency's proposed
minor additions to the Final EIR.

The purposes of this Addendum to the 2010 DR are to:

1. Identify changes to the proposed project;

2. Identify environmental impacts of the proposed changes; and

3. Provide documentation of the factual basis for the finding the proposed project changes will
not have a new significant environmental effect or a substantial increase in the severity of
previously identified significant effects.
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Figure 1. New San Diego Central Courthouse: Proposed Improvements.
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2.0	 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The AOC proposes to demolish several existing buildings and remove existing parking facilities;
construct a new courthouse facility and a bridge over C Street to connect the new courthouse
with the County's Hall of Justice; consolidate the Superior Court's operations from other
facilities including the Madge Bradley Building, Family Court, portions of the Kearny Mesa
Facility, and portions of the County's Hall of Justice; and operate the new facility to serve the
Superior Court. However, due to financial constraints, the AOC will not construct a tunnel to
connect the new courthouse with the County's Central Jail.

Construction of the New Central San Diego Courthouse will still require approximately 28
	 months. The—AOC plans to be-gin-construction of-the-new-courthouse-in mid-20-1-4-and-complete	

construction in 2016. The AOC anticipates that the Superior Court will begin operations in the
new building in late 2016. Cancellation of the tunnel will require increased use of Sheriff's buses
to transport in-custody detainees between the County's Central Jail and the new courthouse. The
AOC presumes that the busses will travel from the jail to the new courthouse via 1st Avenue and
"B" Street and from the new courthouse to the jail via State Street, "B" Street, and Front Street.

As explained in the Final EIR, the Project includes demolition sometime in the future of the
existing County Courthouse, Old Jail, and bridges that extend from the County's Jail to the
County Courthouse and from the Hall of Justice to the County Courthouse; however, the AOC
still does not currently have funding to demolish the structures.

2.1	 PROJECT LOCATION

The Project site is located in downtown San Diego, which is a highly urbanized environment;
refer to Figure 3 1, Regional/Local Vicinity Map. The City lies approximately 120 miles south of
the City of Los Angeles and approximately 20 miles north of the U.S. border with Mexico. To
the west and south of the City lies the Pacific Ocean.

The proposed Project site for the new courthouse includes County Assessor parcels 533-483-01
through 533-483-09, and the Judicial Council owns the parcels. The Project site is located within
the U.S. Geological Survey's 7.5-minute San Diego topographic quadrangle. Interstate 5 (I-5),
the San Diego Freeway, is roughly 0.5 miles north and approximately 1.0 miles east of the
Project site.

2.2	 PROJECT COMPONENTS

2.2.1	 Proposed Courthouse Facility

As stated in the Final EIR, the Project will construct a courthouse building with approximately
20 stories and three basement levels. The building will be approximately 400 feet in height with
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approximately 750,000 BGSF. The main public entrance to the new courthouse will be on C
Street, Union Street, or the intersection of C Street/Union Street. The new courthouse will
include 71 courtrooms with associated judicial chambers and operational areas. The new
courthouse will support felony and misdemeanor judicial activities and other judicial activities
that may include civil, probate, and family law functions.

To improve operational efficiency, the Project will still include construction of a bridge over C
Street to connect the new facility to the Hall of Justice. The bridge will be constructed
approximately 45 feet above the street and approximately 20 feet wide, 16 feet high, and 150 feet
long.

	 The urthouseis-upper basement level_Avitl_inclucle_a_salLy_part (-a-secure, controlled 	
entryway/exit) and in-custody detainee handling facilities. Figure 3 5, Proposed Site Access,
shows the location of the secure parking/sally port entry. There will also be building support
space in the basement for mechanical equipment and building operational support needs. A lower
basement level will provide approximately 85 secured parking spaces for judicial officers and
judicial executives and may also provide additional building support areas.

After completion of the new courthouse, the Superior Court will relocate existing staff and
operations from the County Courthouse, portions of the Hall of Justice, Madge Bradley Building,
Family Court, and portions of the Kearny Mesa Facility into the new courthouse. The Superior
Court will continue to use its existing space in the Hall of Justice, but will abandon its space in
the County Courthouse, Madge Bradley Building, and Family Court. The proposed new
courthouse will add two new courtrooms and will transfer the staff and operations of a small
claims courtroom from the Kearny Mesa Facility to the proposed new courthouse. For the
Superior Court's downtown San Diego operations, the Project will increase juror population by
an estimated 28 persons per day and visitor population by approximately 2.9 percent per day.

2.2.2	 Parking

The Project will eliminate all public parking spaces on the proposed courthouse site and will
eliminate all non-public parking spaces in the area between B Street, Front Street, Broadway,
and Union Street. Since the Project will reserve adjacent on-street parking spaces for use by
public law enforcement vehicles, the Project will also eliminate the on-street public parking
spaces presently located along the western side of Union Street. The Project will provide
approximately 115 secured parking spaces for judicial officers and Superior Court executives,
but all other staff and visitors will park in offsite locations. Figure 3 5, Proposed Site Access,
shows the location of the entrance to the proposed secure parking/sally port (secured) entry area.

Regional Transit System buses currently park in on-street parking spaces on the eastern side of
Front Street and south side of B Street that are adjacent to the Project site. As the Project's
security measures will limit all adjacent on-street parking spaces to use by law enforcement



vehicles, the Project will enlist the City's and Regional Transit System's efforts to eliminate the
Regional Transit System's on-street bus waiting spaces.

2.2.3	 Real Estate-Related Actions

The Judicial Council already owns the parcels for the new courthouse site and the buildings on
the parcels. The AOC is terminating leases for the parcels and their improvements.

The AOC worked with the County to plan completion of the tunnel and the related AOC transfer
title to the tunnel and all related real property rights to the County to complete an existing
obligation created by the 2009 agreement between the County and the Judicial Council for the
	 tdic iaLGounciLs_aNution_of use_ancLnther_praperties Although the AOC
is not constructing the tunnel, the AOC will work with the County to provide necessary
easements or other property rights for the County to construct and operate the portions of the
tunnel that might be located on or under the State's property if the County were to decide to
construct the tunnel itself.

As stated previously, the Project will include construction of a bridge over C Street to connect
the new courthouse to the Hall of Justice. The AOC is working with the City to complete an
agreement needed to procure to construct and operate the bridge over C Street. The AOC is
working with the County to acquire necessary easements or other property rights from the
County to construct and operate the portions of the bridge that will be located on or over the
County's property.

As previously noted, at some point in the future, the AOC intends to dispose of the existing
County Courthouse and Old Jail parcels; however, at this time, the AOC still has not made and is
not currently making any disposition arrangements. When the AOC develops proposals for
disposition of these properties, the AOC will prepare additional, necessary, and appropriate
CEQA documentation for the disposition activities.

2.2.4	 Construction Scenario

As stated in the Final EIR, construction activities will include excavation, grading, framing,
paving, and coating. Construction of the New San Diego Central Courthouse will take as much
as approximately 28 months from mid-2014 to 2016. The AOC had planned for construction of
the tunnel to connect the New San Diego Central Courthouse with the County's Central Jail to
coincide with construction of the new courthouse. Cancellation of the tunnel will not change the
projected construction schedule. The AOC's tunneling operation plans included require
temporary closure of portions of Front Street; however, cancellation of the planned tunnel
eliminates the need for temporary closure of portions of Front Street.

The AOC estimates that Project will require excavation of approximately 140,000 cubic yards of
soil materials, and excavation operations at the site will export all of the material to an off-site
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location for proper disposal. Cancellation of the tunnel reduces the projected excavation quantity
by approximately 7,000 cubic yards of material and the elimination of approximately 50
temporary dewatering or monitoring wells.

2.2.5	 Future of the Existing County Courthouse, Old Jail, Madge Bradley
Building, and Family Court

After completion of the New San Diego Central Courthouse, the Superior Court will move from
the County Courthouse, Madge Bradley building, Family Court building, and Kearney Mesa to
the new courthouse; the County will move some of its Sheriff's Department operations to the
new courthouse and will move its other operations from the County Courthouse to other
	  Caneeltation_of the-tunncl to conned the-newourthouse-with-the-Gounts-Central—Jail 	

has no effect on these relocation plans

2.2.6	 Project Schedule

The AOC plans to begin construction of the new courthouse in mid 2014 and complete
construction in 2016. The Superior Court will begin operations in the new building in late 2016.
The tunnel between the new courthouse and the Central Jail and the bridge between the new
courthouse and the Hall of Justice will open at the same time as the new courthouse. After the
Superior Court and other parties vacate the County Courthouse and Old Jail, the AOC will close
and secure the buildings and their grounds. As stated previously, the AOC does not currently
have funding to demolish the existing County Courthouse and Old Jail, and therefore, the AOC
still has not determined a schedule for demolition of these buildings.

2.2	 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The Judicial Council owns the proposed site of the New San Diego Courthouse, which currently
includes a parking lot, park space, and office buildings. The following land uses are immediately
adjacent to the project site:

• North: "B" Street and commercial uses and a parking lot;

• East: Union Street and the existing County Courthouse;

• South: "C" Street and government uses; and

• West: State Street and commercial uses.
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3.0	 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

	

3.1	 BACKGROUND

1. Project title: New San Diego Courthouse

2. Lead agency name and address:
Judicial Council of California
Administrative Office of the Courts
2860 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite 400
Sacramento, CA 95833-3509

3. Contact person and phone number:
	 Jeron-re-RipperclEnvironmental Analyst	

Phone: (916) 263-8865
Fax: (916) 263-8140
Email: Jerry.Ripperdagjud.ca.gov

4. Project location: The new courthouse site is in San Diego between Union Street, "C" Street,
State Street, and "B" Street (see Figure 1).

5. Project sponsor's name and address:
Judicial Council of California
Administrative Office of the Courts
2860 Gateway Oaks Drive
Sacramento, CA 95833-3509

6. General plan designation: Public/Institutional

7. Zoning: Commercial

8. Description of project: (Describe the whole action involved, including, but not limited to
later phases of the project, and any secondary, support, or off-site features necessary for its
implementation. Attach additional sheets if necessary.)

Refer to Section 2.0.

9. Surrounding land uses and setting: Briefly describe the project's surroundings.

Refer to Section 2.2.

10. Other public agencies whose approval is required

None

3.2	 EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

This section analyzes the potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed project.
The issue areas evaluated in this Addendum include:
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• Aesthetics • Land Use Planning

• Agricultural Resources • Mineral Resources

• Air Quality • Noise

• Biological Resources • Population and Housing

• Cultural Resources • Public Services

• Geology and Soils • Recreation

• Hazards and Hazardous Materials • Transportation/Traffic

• Hydrology and Water Quality • Utilities and Service Systems

This Addendum to the Final ElR determines whether there are potentially significant impacts
that warrant additional analysis and comprehensive mitigation measures to minimize the level of
impact. The Addendum poses questions with four possible responses for each question:

• No Impact. The environmental issue in question does not apply to the project, and the
project will therefore have no environmental impact.

• Less Than Significant Impact. The environmental issue in question does apply to the
project site, but the associated impact will be below thresholds that are considered to be
significant.

• Potentially Significant Unless Mitigated. The project will have the potential to produce
significant impacts with respect to the environmental issue in question. However, mitigation
measures modifying the operational characteristics of the project will reduce impacts to a less
than significant level.

• Potentially Significant Impact. The project will produce significant impacts, and further
analysis will be necessary to develop mitigation measures that could reduce impacts to a less
than significant level.
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Table 1. Environmental Im act Evaluation
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1. AESTHETICS—Will the project's proposed change:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista, substantially damage scenic resources such as trees, rock outcropping
historic buildings, and other features; substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its surro
or create a new source of substantial light or glare that will adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

The proposed design and construction project changes are minor design and construction changes and a very minor increase
traffic. The proposed changes will have no impact on aesthetic resources.

dings;

i

2. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES—Will the project's proposed change:
Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance to non-agricultural use, conflict with exislitiltg
zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act contract, or involve other changes in the existing environment that could resu
conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use?
The proposed project changes do not have an effect on agricultural use or zoning. There will be no impacts.

t in

3. AIR QUALITY– Will the project's proposed change:
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic. The proposed desigr
construction changes will reduce construction–related impacts to air quality resources, and the impacts of several additional
per day will have a less than significant impact on the local air quality plan.

ad
b s trips

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air quality violation?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic. The proposed design nd
construction changes will reduce construction–related impacts to air quality resources, and the several additional bus trips per day
will have a less than significant impact on potential air quality standards and projected air quality violations.

-./

c) Post-Construction, Operations, and Maintenance: Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or
projected air quality violation?	 1

The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic. The proposed design and
construction changes will reduce construction–related impacts to air quality resources, and the several additional bus trips per day
will cause very minor increase in emissions that will not violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an exist ng or
projected air quality violation.	 1

1
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d) Produce a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment iii
applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic. The proposed design
construction changes will reduce construction–related impacts to air quality resources, and the several additional bus trips p
will cause very minor increase in emissions that will not produce a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollittant.

er an

I
id

1 lay

1

V

e) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic. The proposed design
construction changes will reduce construction–related impacts to air quality resources, and the several additional bus trips pc
will cause very minor increase in emissions that will not expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations.

ad
a

V

f) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic. The proposed design
construction changes will reduce construction–related emission of odors, and the several additional bus trips per day will cans
minor increase in emissions that will not create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people. Therefore, the
changes' impacts will be less than significant.

Id
very V

g) Substantially conflict with the State's goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions in California to 1990 levels by 2020 as se
by the timetable established in Assembly Bill 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006? 	 1

The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic. The proposed desi
construction changes will reduce construction–related impacts to air quality resources, and the several additional bus trips per
will cause very minor increase in traffic-related emissions. The changes' impacts will not conflict with the State's goal of red
greenhouse gas emissions. Therefore, there will be no impact.

forth

day
cing

V

4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES—Will the project's proposed change:

Have a substantial adverse effect on any species identified as a candidate species or sensitive species or special status species,
substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community, have a substantial adverse effect on f le'
protected wetlands, conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, or conflict with the proviso
an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan or Natural Community Conservation Plan or other approved habitat conservation plan' ?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic and will not damage
biological resources. The proposed project change will have no impact on biological resources.

have a
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V
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Environmental Resource and Issues
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5. CULTURAL RESOURCES—Will the project's proposed change:

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historic resource or archaeological resource or disturb any human
remains9

The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic. Therefore, the propo
project change will have no impact on cultural resources.

ed

6. GEOLOGY AND SOILS—Will the project's proposed change:

a)	 Expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects involving the rupture of a known earthquake fault, strong
seismic ground-shaking, seismic-related ground failure (including liquefaction, expansive soil), or landslides, result in
substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil, or destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic fea

The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic. The design and construction-
related changes will reduce geological impacts, and the additional bus trips will have no effect on geological resources. There
the proposed project changes will have no impacts.

t re?

-ore, V

7. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS—Will the project's proposed change:

Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through routine transport, use, emission, or disposal or accident
of hazardous materials, be located on a site that is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to Gove ;.
Code Section 65962.5 and will it create a significant hazard to the public or the environment, create a safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project area, impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response
emergency evacuation plan, or expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fir
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic. The proposed project
changes will not change the previous evaluations of project's hazards issues, and changes will have no impact.
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Environmental Resource and Issues
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8. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY —Will the project's proposed change:

Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise substantially degrade water quality; substart
deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge such that there will be a net deficit in,aquifle
volume or a lowering of the local groundwater table level; substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area ii
manner that will result in substantial erosion or siltation or substantially increase the rate amount of surface runoff in a rnannp
will result in flooding; create or contribute runoff water that will exceed the capacity of existing or planned storm water liraiT
systems or provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff; place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area, as ma
on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard delineation map; place structures witl
100-year flood hazard area that will impede or redirect flood flows; expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, itij
death involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam; or expose people or structures to a
significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic and will not affect wa
flows, supplies, or quality. Therefore, the proposed project change will not change the previous evaluations of project's water
and changes will have no impact.
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9. LAND USE AND PLANNING —Will the project's proposed change:

Physically divide an established community or conflict with any applicable land-use plan, policy, or regulation of an agency
jurisdiction over the project?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic and will not affect th
previous evaluations of project's issues, and changes will have no impact on land use policies.

With

Nr

10. MINERAL RESOURCES —Will the project's proposed change:

Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that will be of value to the region and the residents of the state
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land-use plan?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic and will not affect mi
resources.
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Environmental Resource and Issues
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11. NOISE—Will the project's proposed change:

Produce a substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above levels existing witho
project, produce a substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above levels existing withou[
project, expose persons to or generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels, or expose people res
or working in the project area to excessive airport-related noise levels or excessive private airstrip-related noise levels?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic. The construction-rehtt
changes will reduce construction-related noise impacts. The projected eight additional bus trips per week day will cause very
noise and vibration impacts to portions of "B," First, State, and Union Streets; since these areas already have substantial bus
and automobile traffic and the street segments are adjacent to parking lots and commercial and government buildings, the incr
bus trips' impacts will not affect the AOC's previous evaluations of the project's noise issues, and changes will have no impalt
noise.
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12. POPULATION AND HOUSING—Will the project's proposed change:

Induce substantial population growth in an area or displace substantial numbers of people or existing housing?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic and will not affect pop
and housing issues, and the changes will have no impact.

lation ,,r

13. PUBLIC SERVICES—Will the project's proposed change:

Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered fire protection services or
police services or school facilities or other public facilities or services?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic and will not affect pu lic
services issues, and the changes will have no impact.

,(

14. RECREATION—Will the project's proposed change:

Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial physical
deterioration of the facility will occur or be accelerated or include recreational facilities?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic and will not affect re r at on
issues, and the changes will have no impact.

1
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15. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC—Will the project's proposed change:	 1
1
I

a) Cause an increase in traffic that is substantial in relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the street system or exde
level of service standard established by the county congestion management agency for designated roads or highways? 	 1

The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic The construction-relates
changes will reduce traffic trips. The additional eight bus trips per day will be a very minor increase to the project area's traffi
Therefore, the impacts will be less than significant.

d a

.
1

b) Result in a change in air traffic patterns that produces substantial safety risks?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic and will have no effed
traffic safety issues.

,

on air 1

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a design feature or produce inadequate emergency access?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic and will no adverse effect
hazard issues or emergency access.

on 1

d) Result in inadequate parking capacity?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic and will have no effect
project's parking impacts.

on the 1

e) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting alternative transportation (e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle racks)?
The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic and will not affect alternative
transportation operations, and the changes in the project will have no effect on alternative transportation issues.

1

16. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS —Will the project's proposed change:
a) Have service from a wastewater treatment provider that has adequate capacity to serve the project's projected demand, exec-

wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board, or require the construction di-
water or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities; require the construction of new storm water dila
facilities or expansion of existing facilities; have sufficient water supplies available from existing entitlements and resourc
have service from a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the project's solid waste disposal needs; co
with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste; or affect solid waste disposal operations?

The proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic and will not affect uti
and service systems. The changes in the project will have no effect on utilities and service systems.
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17. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE—Will the project's proposed change:
a)	 Have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife specie,

a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, rel.'
number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal, or eliminate important examples of the major perioci
California history or prehistory?

As discussed above, the proposed project changes are design and construction changes and a very minor increase in traffic ha
biological or cultural resource impacts.

cause
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b)	 Have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable?
As explained in the Final EIR, the proposed courthouse project may have potentially significant impacts to cultural resourceT
geological resources, and noise; however, implementation of adopted mitigation measures for those resources will reduce the
potential impacts to a less than significant level. The proposed very minor design and construction changes reduce impacts fjo
cultural and geological resources. The impacts of the proposed eight bus trips per day will be very minor and the impacts will
than significant. Therefore, the AOC concludes that the impacts do not involve new significant environmental impacts nor a
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant impacts.

e less
V

c)	 Have environmental effects that will cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?
The AOC concludes that the proposed project changes are design and construction changes i_nd a very minor increase in traffi
not involve new significant environmental impacts 	 or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significaii
impacts.

do V
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4.0	 LEAD AGENCY DETERMINATION

The proposed design and construction changes are minor changes to the New San Diego
Courthouse project. As shown in Table 1, the changes do not involve new significant
environmental impacts nor a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified
significant impacts. As required by CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 (a), the AOC evaluated
whether:

1. The AOC is proposing substantial changes in the project that will require major revisions
of the previous EIR due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects,

2. There are substantial changes to the circumstances under which the project occur that will
require major revisions of the previous ER due to the involvement of new significant
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified
significant effects; or

3. There is new information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not
have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time when the AOC
certified the previous EIR as complete or adopted the ER that shows:

a. The project will have one or more significant effects that the previous ER did not
discuss;

b. Previously examined significant effects will be substantially more severe than
shown in the previous EIR;

c. Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible will be
feasible and will substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the
project, but the lead agency declines to adopt the mitigation measure or
alternative; or

d. Mitigation measures or alternatives that are considerably different from those
analyzed in the previous DR will substantially reduce one or more significant
effects on the environment, but the lead agency declines to adopt the mitigation
measure or alternative.

After evaluating the potential effects of the proposed project changes, the AOC concludes that
none of the conditions described in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 apply to the AOC's
proposed changes to the Project. Therefore, in conformance with CEQA Guidelines Section
15164 (b), the AOC concludes that an addendum to the 2010 Final EIR provides appropriate
evaluation of the AOC's proposed minor additions.
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