
Proposed 
Administrative 
Citations Program
County of San Diego, DPW Airports
To Increase Airfield Safety and Decrease VPDs

1

February 2022



DEFINITIONS

Vehicle/Pedestrian Deviation (VPD)
Any entry or movement on airport 

taxiways/runways by a vehicle (including aircraft) or 
pedestrian that has not been authorized by air 

traffic control (ATC). 
CAN DISTRACT ATC/PILOTS CAUSING A HAZARD OR WORSE

Runway Incursion
Any incorrect presence of an aircraft, vehicle, or 

person on the protected area of a surface 
designated for the landing and take-off of aircraft.

CAN RESULT IN AN AIRCRAFT COLLISION
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RUNWAY INCURSION SEVERITY CATEGORY
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Flight Safety 
• Runway Safety embodies a safe flight; One of the FAA's highest priorities

• If an airport has 3 or more VPDs in a year, the FAA holds a Special Emphasis Meeting 
with Airport Management

SD County Airports

FAA Special Emphasis Meetings

Gillespie Field 2

Palomar Airport 1

Total 3
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Mitigation Actions
Over the years, County Airport staff have 
invested time and money to increase the 

awareness of those operating on the airport

• Enhanced Airfield Markings
• Additional Signage
• Communication through pilot 

groups, airport advisory councils, 
and airport lessees 

• Standardizing Driver Training 
Program
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Citations
as an

Effective 
Deterrent 

Despite Staff’s efforts we continue to 
have an alarming rate of VPDs

Issuing citations is an option that’s 
available 

Fining those responsible for the VPD is 
industry standard

This is like keeping our roads safe by 
issuing tickets for safety violations

The FAA is supportive of citations
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Number of VPDs and Runway Incursions
at our 3 Towered Airports Since 2017/18

5 (3 vehicles, 2 pedestrians)Ramona

4 (3 vehicles, 1 pedestrian)Palomar
12 (5 vehicles, 7 pedestrians)Gillespie
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Gillespie Field accounted for 12% of ALL 
VPDs-RIs in FAA Western Region during the one-year period



Legal Authority 
to Issue 
Administrative 
Citations

SD County Code of 
Regulatory Ordinances
• Administrative Citations Ordinance

(Amended No. 9889, effective 10-26-07)

DPW Policies and 
Procedures
• DPW Administrative Citation Program

(POL-LD-3, Revised 8-3-20, Sunset 8-3-27)
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https://sdcountycagov-my.sharepoint.com/personal/anne_baldwin_sdcounty_ca_gov/Documents/HDrive/AIRPORTS%20General/Admin%20Citations/CHAPTER%201%20Administrative%20Citations.docx
https://sdcountycagov-my.sharepoint.com/personal/anne_baldwin_sdcounty_ca_gov/Documents/HDrive/AIRPORTS%20General/Admin%20Citations/POL-LD-3%20Administrative%20Citation%20Program%20with%20attachment%20pdf.pdf


Order and Fines for Citations
(issued within one year)

Warning
$0

1st Citation
$100

2nd Citation
$200

3rd Citation
$500

Subsequent
$1,000

• Fines due within 30 days
• After 30 days - late payment of 50% of total fine amount owed
• Amount refunded if successfully appealed
• Total of $10,000 max. per year for any related series of violations
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Appeal Process
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Next Steps

Planned Implementation: 2022

Public Comment Period prior to 
Implementation

Through April 30, 2022

Via weblink
On program page

Find link at 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/dpw/airports.html
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