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Response to Letter I23
Kristine Wright
I23-1 The County acknowledges the introductory comments; however, they do not raise an issue
concerning the analysis or adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15088. Therefore, no further response is required.
I23-2 As discussed in Section 2.4.1 of the PEIR, existing noise contours surrounding the Airport
were derived from detailed flight information gathered in 2016 (January 1–December 31,
2016). This included an evaluation of operational data provided by the County’s Airport
Noise and Operations Monitoring System and FAA’s Traffic Flow Management System
Counts and Air Traffic Activity System. The noise contours were produced using the
Aviation Environmental Design Tool (AEDT), the FAA’s required model for evaluating noise
impacts in the vicinity of airports. AEDT uses a variety of inputs to generate noise contours,
including number of aircraft operations by type, types of aircraft, day/night time distribution
by type, flight tracks, flight track and runway utilization by type, flight profiles, typical
operational procedures, and average meteorological conditions. Ambient noise
measurements were not used to produce the noise contours. More details on the noise
model can be found in Appendix D to the PEIR. Also see Master Response 4 (Noise
Monitors and PEIR Calculations).
I23-3 The comment asserts the runway extension will produce increased aircraft operations
resulting in increased criteria pollutants. The commenter recommends Master Plan Update
Alternative #1 to keep the Airport classification as B-II. The PEIR Chapter 3.1.2 does
include an analysis of potential air quality emissions resulting from the Master Plan Update.
The PEIR concluded that the Master Plan Update would not result in a significant air quality
impact. As this comment does not specifically identify an environmental issue with the PEIR
analysis or proposed mitigation, no changes to the PEIR have been made in response to
this comment. Also, as discussed in Section 2.4.1 of the PEIR, jurisdiction and regulatory
enforcement over aircraft in flight is the domain of the Federal Aviation Administration.
Accordingly, neither San Diego County nor the City of Carlsbad has the authority to
implement mandatory noise abatement procedures.

County of San Diego
McClellan-Palomar Airport Master Plan Update – Final PEIR

October 2018

