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Response to Letter I56 

Shirley Anderson 
 

I56-1 As discussed in Section 2.4.1 of the PEIR, existing noise contours were produced using the 
Aviation Environmental Design Tool (AEDT), the FAA’s required tool for evaluating noise 
impacts in the vicinity of airports. Inputs used to produce the contours included detailed 
flight information gathered in 2016 for January 1 through December 31, 2016, as well as an 
evaluation of operational data provided by the County’s Airport Noise and Operations 
Monitoring System and FAA’s Traffic Flow Management System Counts and Air Traffic 
Activity System. More information on the noise analysis can be found in Appendix D to the 
PEIR. Also see Master Response 4 (Noise Monitors and PEIR Calculations). 

I56-2 The noise contours produced for the PEIR were not generated using noise monitors or 
noise monitoring data at the Airport. As discussed in Section 2.4.1 of the PEIR, existing 
noise contours surrounding the Airport were produced using the Aviation Environmental 
Design Tool (AEDT), the FAA’s required model for evaluating noise impacts in the vicinity of 
airports. Inputs used to develop existing conditions noise contours included detailed flight 
information gathered in 2016 (operational data for January 1–December 31, 2016). This 
included an evaluation of operational data provided by the County’s Airport Noise and 
Operations Monitoring System and FAA’s Traffic Flow Management System Counts and Air 
Traffic Activity System. Future year noise contours were also produced using AEDT, 
accounting for forecasted growth in the number of operations for each scenario analyzed 
along with other variables such as change in aircraft types operating at the Airport. More 
details on the noise analysis conducted for the PEIR can be found in Appendix D to the 
PEIR. Also see Master Response 4 (Noise Monitors and PEIR Calculations).  

I56-3 The comment addresses regulatory enforcement of aircraft overflight which is not related to 
the Master Plan Update or the environmental analysis conducted for the PEIR. As 
discussed in Section 2.4.1 of the PEIR, the Federal Aviation Administration maintains 
jurisdiction and regulatory enforcement over aircraft in flight. Accordingly, neither the 
County nor the City of Carlsbad has the authority to implement mandatory noise abatement 
procedures at the Airport. No further response is required. 

I56-4 The County acknowledges this comment; however, it does not raise an issue concerning 
the analysis or adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15088. Therefore, no further response is required. This comment is included in the Final 
PEIR for review and consideration by the County Board of Supervisors prior to a final 
decision on the Proposed Project.  

 
I56-5 The Palomar Airport Road/El Camino Real intersection was comprehensively evaluated in 

the PEIR and associated Traffic Impact Analysis study under several scenarios, including 
existing, near-term, and long-term conditions. PEIR Section 2.5.4 does identify that the 
Proposed Project would result in a cumulative impact under long-term conditions at the 
intersection of Palomar Airport Road/El Camino Real. As a result, Mitigation Measure M-
TR-2 was identified to mitigate the long-term impact. As noted in the PEIR, this mitigation 
would be implemented in consultation with the City of Carlsbad since it is the local 
jurisdiction with ownership of the roadway network surrounding the Airport. 

 
Because this comment does not specifically identify an environmental issue with the PEIR 
analysis, no changes to the PEIR have been made in response to this comment. 
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I56-6 The County acknowledges this comment; however, it does not raise an issue concerning 
the analysis or adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15088. Therefore, no further response is required. This comment is included in the Final 
PEIR for review and consideration by the County Board of Supervisors prior to a final 
decision on the Proposed Project.  

 
I56-7 This comment asks why SANDAG is not discussing traffic congestion within the City of 

Carlsbad. During public review of the Master Plan Update and PEIR, SANDAG provided a 
comment letter to the County. The comment letter and the County’s responses are provided 
above under Commenter L2; however, SANDAG’s comments do not pertain to traffic 
volumes or congestion. 

The comment also asks what mitigation would occur due to increased traffic volumes 
caused by the Master Plan Update. Please refer to Response to Comment I56-5 and 
PEIR Section 2.5.6 for discussion of the proposed mitigation for cumulative traffic impacts. 

I56-8 The County acknowledges this comment; however, it does not raise an issue concerning 
the analysis or adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088. 
Therefore, no further response is required. This comment is included in the Final PEIR for 
review and consideration by the County Board of Supervisors prior to a final decision on the 
Proposed Project.  

I56-9 The County acknowledges this comment; however, it does not raise an issue concerning 
the analysis or adequacy of the PEIR pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088. 
Therefore, no further response is required. This comment is included in the Final PEIR for 
review and consideration by the County Board of Supervisors prior to a final decision on the 
Proposed Project.  

  


