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Response to Letter R-I31
Suzanne Thorley
R-I31-1

This comment contains an email message by Ms. Thorley submitting comments to the
County. No response is required.

R-I31-2

This comment includes introductory remarks regarding the Airport’s existing and
historical activity and does not contain substantive issues. No response is required.

R-I31-3

This comment states that the Airport is safe enough under current conditions without
extending the runway. The comment includes additional remarks asking for an
explanation or justification of the proposed improvements identified in the Master Plan
Update. The topics raised in this comment were considered in the Draft PEIR that was
previously published. The comment does not provide input related to the recirculated
Draft PEIR subjects (i.e., Biology, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Energy Use and
Consumption, RPZs). Therefore, no changes to the PEIR have been made, and no
further response is required. This comment is included in the Final PEIR for review and
consideration by the County Board of Supervisors prior to a final decision on the
Proposed Project.

R-I31-4

The comment does not provide input related to the recirculated Draft PEIR subjects.
The topic raised in this comment pertains to commercial airline activity. Therefore, no
changes to the Proposed Project PEIR have been made, and no further response is
required. This comment is included in the Final PEIR for review and consideration by
the County Board of Supervisors prior to a final decision on the Proposed Project.

R-I31-5

The comment does not provide input related to the recirculated Draft PEIR subjects.
The topics raised in this comment (i.e., existing noise conditions) were analyzed under
the Draft PEIR. Please refer to Master Responses 3 and 4. Therefore, no changes to
the Proposed Project PEIR have been made, and no further response is required. This
comment is included in the Final PEIR for review and consideration by the County
Board of Supervisors prior to a final decision on the Proposed Project.

R-I31-6

The comment asks the County to explain why the PEIR Section 3.1.10 (Energy) cites
that 535,471 gallons of aviation fuel are consumed annually when the County’s
published Fuel Flowage report for 2018 first quarter shows a different quantity.
First, the 2018 data published on the County website identifies the quantity of aviation
fuel that was delivered to the Airport, but it does not identify how or when that fuel would
be used. In contrast, the PEIR specifically identifies the quantity of fuel used by aircraft.
Second, for the purposes of calculating air quality and GHG emissions produced by
aircraft, the FAA-approved Aviation Environmental Design Tool (AEDT) was used,
which calculated fuel usage based on the Proposed Project’s aircraft operations
forecast and fleet mix. In other words, as a function of the AEDT model, the County
quantified the estimated fuel usage by identifying the number of aircraft operations and
fleet mix projected through 2036. Therefore, the data is based on substantial evidence
and is sufficient for the PEIR analysis. Third, the aircraft fleet mix using the Airport in
2018 is projected to change overtime through 2036 as documented in the Master Plan
Update. As discussed in the recirculated Draft PEIR GHG chapter, the FAA is
continuously working to improve aviation energy efficiency, including its Continuous
Lower Energy, Emissions, and Noise (CLEEN) Program. Therefore, it is anticipated that
aircraft fuel efficiency would continue to improve, and it is reasonable that aircraft
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utilizing the Airport in 2036 at the Master Plan’s full implementation may consume less
fuel than aircraft today in 2018.
Therefore, the County finds that the PEIR analysis is correct and does not require
revision. The recirculated Draft PEIR Energy chapter contains sufficient quantifications
of energy usage, and no changes to the PEIR have been made in response to this
comment.
R-I31-7

Please refer to Master Response 11 (Runway Protection Zones).

R-I31-8

The comment includes an excerpt from the PEIR regarding the County’s requirement to
comply with the FAA grant obligations. The comment asks the County whether it can
restrict leasing space at the Airport for aircraft sizes that are not within the airport
classification. Keeping with the FAA grant assurances, the County does not have the
authority to limit how many aircraft use the Airport or to limit the size of the aircraft that
use the Airport. Please refer to Master Response 7. Furthermore, the comment does
not provide input related to the recirculated Draft PEIR subjects (i.e., Biology,
Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Energy Use and Consumption, RPZs). Therefore, no
changes to the PEIR have been made, and no further response is required. This
comment is included in the Final PEIR for review and consideration by the County
Board of Supervisors prior to a final decision on the Proposed Project.

R-I31-9

The comment requests the County to review the City of Carlsbad’s comment letter and
to recirculate the Draft PEIR again. For responses to the City’s letter, please refer to
Response to Comment Letter R-L3. Furthermore, the comment does not identify
specific or detailed issues concerning the PEIR’s environmental analysis requiring
recirculation. No changes to the PEIR have been made.
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