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Response to Letter S4 

State of California, Regional Water Quality Control Board – San Diego 
 

S4-1 This comment provides introductory and background information on the water quality plans 
and permits implemented by the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(RWQCB) that are applicable to the individual elements of the Master Plan Update. PEIR 
Section 3.1.6 evaluated implementation of the Master Plan Update and its effects on water 
quality, specifically regulatory compliance. Section 3.1.6.2.3 concluded that as individual 
activities are proposed under the Master Plan Update and PEIR, they will be evaluated to 
ensure full compliance with the standards set forth by the County, including all applicable 
regulatory ordinances in effect at that time. To reduce the potential impacts to water quality, 
individual activities would also be required to comply with the SWRCB Construction 
General Permit and the NPDES Municipal Permit, as applicable, which would require the 
implementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), thereby conforming 
to applicable federal, state, or local “Clean Water” statutes or regulations. Implementation of 
these measures would comply with state and federal water quality regulations and reduce 
potential water quality impacts to less than significant. No changes to the PEIR have been 
made in response to this comment. 

 
S4-2 This comment summarizes the existing Waste Discharge Requirements and Monitoring and 

Reporting Program, including issuance dates, for the portions of the airport underlain by 
three units of inactive landfill. No changes to the PEIR have been made in response to this 
comment, and no further response is required. 

 
S4-3 This comment states that an extension of the existing taxiway and other modifications may 

affect the integrity of the landfill cover, and it states the County is required to adhere to 
CalRecycle 2007 requirements. The County presumes the CalRecycle 2007 citation is in 
reference to the State of California Inspection Guidance for State Minimum Standards at 
Closed, Illegal, and Abandoned Disposal Sites as cited in the PEIR Section 2.1.2.1. The 
County concurs that as individual project elements are proposed that would require 
excavation, grading, or other earthwork activities over the inactive landfill, engineering 
design plans would be needed to ensure the protective cap on the inactive landfill maintains 
a non-permeable layer designed to exclude water infiltration. As discussed in the PEIR 
Section 2.1.2.1, the County is also aware of the prohibitions of installing utilities in or below 
landfill layer intended for final cover. The County would also incorporate structural design 
recommendations from a detailed subsurface geotechnical evaluation report. 

 
 Additionally, the County would prepare a Stormwater Water Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP) and implement pre- and post-construction Best Management Practices (BMPs), 
in consultation with the San Diego County Regional Water Quality Control Board, which 
would minimize the potential for unstable soils.  

 
 No changes to the PEIR have been made in response to this comment. 
 
S4-4 This comment states that polluted groundwater is located downgradient of the inactive 

landfill Unit 1, and dewatering, grading, or construction in this area may require that solid, 
liquid, or gaseous wastes be managed and disposed of in compliance with applicable 
federal, State and local requirements. As noted in the PEIR, the County anticipates a 
potentially significant impact would occur from hazards or hazardous materials regarding 
grading and/or excavation activities over the inactive landfill units or other areas of known 
contaminated soil and/or groundwater. As a result, Mitigation Measure M-HZ-1 would be 
implemented to reduce this impact to less than significant.  No changes to the PEIR have 
been made in response to this comment. 
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S4-5 This comment states that specialized drilling methods may be required as waste is 

encountered during drilling activities. It also states that any construction activities that 
produce waste must include a plan for managing and disposing of the waste. The County 
acknowledges the Proposed Project would include construction activities located over an 
inactive landfill.  Please see Response to Comment S4-3. In addition, the PEIR disclosed 
that Mitigation Measure M-HZ-1 would be implemented prior to grading or excavation over 
the inactive landfill. This mitigation measure identifies that a Soil Management Plan (or 
equivalent remediation plan) shall be prepared in accordance with applicable federal, state, 
and local requirements for the purpose of removing, treating, or otherwise reducing 
potential contaminant concentrations to below human or ecological health risk thresholds. 
The Soil Management Plan (or equivalent remediation plan) shall outline methods for 
characterizing and classifying soil for off-site disposal, as needed, during site development. 

 
As this comment does not specifically identify an environmental issue with the PEIR 
analysis or proposed mitigation, no changes to the PEIR have been made in response to 
this comment. 

 
S4-6 This comment states that permanent pressurized irrigation lines should not be installed on 

the surface of the inactive landfill. The County concurs with this comment, and PEIR 
Section 2.1.2.1 included a similar statement.  No changes to the PEIR have been made in 
response to this comment. 

 
S4-7 The comment states that the County should prepare a Report of Waste Discharge (ROWD) 

for the RWQCB to assess potential impacts to the existing landfill cover system, the 
continued function of the water quality monitoring systems, and any potential need to revise 
or amend existing requirements of Order No. 96-13. The County agrees that as individual 
project elements are proposed that may encounter inactive landfill materials during 
construction, engineering design plans would be needed to analyze potential impacts to the 
integrity of any portion(s) of the landfill cover, existing sub-drain system, or water quality 
monitoring system. 

 
 As described in the PEIR, the exact scope, scale, and timing for construction of the Master 

Plan Update elements will be determined once elements are proposed that may encounter 
inactive landfill materials during construction. At that time, the County would coordinate with 
RWQCB to ensure all applicable permitting is secured, and all applicable monitoring and 
reporting is conducted. 

 
S4-8 These are conclusion comments. They do not raise specific issues regarding the content of 

the PEIR, but will be included as part of the administrative record and made available to the 
County Board of Supervisors prior to a final decision on the Proposed Project. 

 
 
  


