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CONSTRUCTION PERMIT: 
FOR WORK WITHIN THE COUNTY 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Section 4216/4217 of the Government 

Code requires a DigAlert Identification 

Number (ID) be issued before a “Permit 

to excavate” will be valid.  

For your DigAlert ID Number  

Call Underground Service Alert 

TOLL FREE 811 

Two working days before you dig. 

For more information, go to: 

www.digalert.org 

Applications should be submitted to: 

County of San Diego 

Planning and Development  Services (PDS) 

Land Development Counter 

5510 Overland Avenue, Suite 110 

San Diego, CA 92123 

(858) 694-2055

Fax (858) 279-7020 

Email: rowpermitcounter@sdcounty.ca.gov. 

FOR GENERAL INFORMATION ONLY 

NOT TO SUPERSEDE THE APPROPRIATE 

ORDINANCE 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dpw/
http://digalert.com/
mailto:rowpermitcounter@sdcounty.ca.gov


 Length and width of installation 

 Inspection deposit and/or lab deposit (minimum 

$1,481.55) 

 Two sets of signed plans or sketches as applicable 

 Financially Responsible Party Agreement 

 Traffic control application and traffic control plan 

 Environmental Review Questionnaire (CEQA) 

 Licensed contractor with license “A”, “C8” or “C12” is 

required to obtain  a construction permit.; No license 

“B” will be accepted. 

 Contractor must also provide: A CERTIFICATE OF IN-

SURANCE for General Liability ($1,000,000 minimum), 

naming County of San Diego Department of Public Works 

as CERTIFICATE HOLDER.  

CONSTRUCTION PERMIT 

PERMIT REQUIRED 

A Construction Permit and Traffic Control Permit must be 

obtained before starting the construction or repair of 

curbs, gutters, sidewalks, commercial and residential 

driveways, roadway surfaces, retaining walls, culverts, 

street light (s) or other work of any nature in the County 

right-of-way. 

Construction permits are not issued  over the counter 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE 

The applicant shall provide  the following; 

♦ Location, nature and extent of work to be performed ♦

Material to be used 

♦ $210.00 Permit Fee (checks payable to “County of San 
Diego”), OR

♦ $83.00 Permit Renewal

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 

 The County’s “Pavement Cut Policy” limits trenching 

on new and newly resurfaced publicly maintain 

roads. 

 Trenches exceeding five (5) feet in vertical depth 

require a CAL-OSHA permit. CAL-OSHA’s telephone 

number is (619) 767-2280. 

 The Permit Owner must notify The Department of 

Public Works Private Development Construction 

Inspection team at (858) 694-3165 at least 24 

Hours before start and finish of work. 

 Appropriate lights, barriers, warning signs or other 

measures designed to  protect the traveling public 

must be erected by the Permit Owner per the Ap-

proved Traffic Control permit 

 Public notification may be required prior to com-

mencement of construction 



  

  

APPLICATION FOR CONSTRUCTION PERMIT 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

5510 OVERLAND AVENUE, SUITE 110 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 

PHONE (858) 694-2055 ● FAX (858) 279-7020 
E-mail ROWPERMITCOUNTER@SDCOUNTY.CA.GOV

Date 

THOMAS GUIDE 

YEAR/ 
EDITION 

PAGE COORD 

 

Permit Owner and Permit Owner’s Contractor hereby apply to construct on the public highways, subject to provisions of Title 7, Division 1, of San 
Diego County Code of Regulatory Ordinances. Permit revocable at the discretion of the Director, Department of Public Works. 

Permit Owner 
First & Last Name or Organization Name 

Mailing Address 
Street City State Zip Code 

Email   Telephone #  

Application Contact Name  Email Address  Telephone # 

Is this a Broadband Project?           YES         NO  

Is the work part of a larger project or program requiring multiple permits, or currently under review for permit? YES  NO  

If yes, provide: Related Permits   Assessor Parcel # 

Is this a utility relocation related to a County Capital Improvement Project? YES   NO  

If yes, provide name of project 

Location of work  
Street Name and Number (describing full extent of work area) Community 

Check improvements in place: Curb Gutter Sidewalk Pavement Other

INSTALLATION LENGTH WIDTH INSTALLATION DESCRIPTION – MATERIALS, STANDARD, EXTENTS, ETC. 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL DRIVEWAY 

PRIVATE TO PUBLIC ROAD APPROACH 

CURB 

GUTTER 

SIDEWALK 

PAVEMENT 

RETAINING WALL 

OTHER 

As a condition of the granting of this permit and in accordance with Section 71.103 of the San Diego County Code of Regulatory Ordinances, I agree 
to indemnify, hold harmless and defend the County and each of its officers and employees from any liability of responsibility for accident, loss or 
damage to persons or property arising by reason of the work done by Permit Owner, or Permit Owner’s agents, employees or representatives. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the statements made herein are true and correct. 

Permit Owner’s Signature Date 

As a condition of the granting of this permit and in accordance with Section 71.102.1 of the San Diego County Code of Regulatory Ordinances, I hereby 
affirm that I am licensed under provisions of Chapter 9 of Division 3 of the State of California Business and Professions Code, commencing with Sec. 
7000, to perform the work stated on this permit, my license is in full force and effect, and I will maintain a valid Certificate of Liability Insurance 
naming the County of San Diego as certificate holder and an additionally insured party for the duration of this permit. 

Contractor 
CA license # & 
Expiration Date 

Email Phone 

Contractor’s Signature Date 

DPW Form #2 (09/2024) ISSUANCE FEE AND DEPOSITS ARE PAYABLE IN ADVANCE 

FOR COUNTY USE ONLY 

RECORD ID: 

DPW20 

RWCONP-  

 

mailto:ROWPERMITCOUNTER@SDCOUNTY.CA.GOV


Updated July 2021 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE 

FOR WORK WITHIN THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO ROAD RIGHT OF WAY 

(TO BE FILLED OUT BY APPLICANT) 

PERMITTEE NAME OR ORGANIZATION: 

PROJECT NUMBER OR NAME:  

PROJECT LOCATION:   

Please Check YES or NO for the following statements. (Note: further environmental review may 
be required by applicant and/or County staff for a “Yes” answer.) 

YES NO 

The project proposes grading, filling, or dredging within a creek or wetland area

The project will remove vegetation adjacent to a creek or wetland area 

The project will harm or remove healthy, mature, or scenic trees 

The project is located on a hazardous waste site per Section 65962.5 of Gov. Code 

The project will degrade surface water quality 

The project will impact groundwater quality or quantity

The project will have significant impact to aesthetics or visual resources 

The project is located on a dedicated trail, or pathway 

The project will impact historic, tribal cultural, or prehistoric resources 

The project will conflict with the County Noise Ordinance 
(San Diego County Code of Regulatory Ordinances, Title 3, Division 6, Chapter 4)

The following language shall be placed on the project plans and will become permit conditions: 

“If during the course of any ground disturbing activities any historic or pre-historic resources are identified, work 
will be ceased immediately in that area and the Department of Public Works notified. Work will commence once 
authorized by the Department of Public Works.” 

“To avoid harm to any mature trees, the applicant will not place any concrete, fill, or grade within the canopy of 
any tree with a diameter of 3 inches or greater unless only hand-tools are used or an arborist provides direction 
and certification that such activities would not cause harm to the tree.” 

“If existing landscaping is to be removed, the applicant will replace it in kind”. 

"As defined by the County Noise Ordinance, general sound levels will not exceed the limits defined in Section 
36.404 of the Noise Ordinance. Further, construction Activities will not occur before 7 a.m or after 7 p.m. nor will 
any construction occur on Sundays or holidays without first obtaining a noise variance." 

"No grading, fill, or any activities are permitted within a creek or wetland area." 

I hereby certify the above answers are true and correct to the best of my knowledge: 

SIGNATURE: DATE: 



County of San Diego, Planning & Development Services 

APPLICATION DEPOSIT 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND AGREEMENT 
SUPPORT SERVICES DIVISION 

5510 OVERLAND AVE, SUITE 110, SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 

For any questions, please contact us at: 
Land Development: (858) 694-2055 • Zoning: (858) 694-8985 or PDSZoningPermitCounter@sdcounty.ca.gov 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds 

PDS-126  (Rev. 11/7/2022) *PDS-PLN-126A  PAGE 1 of 4

----- OFFICIAL USE ONLY ----- 

Do you already have an existing active Trust Account with PDS/DPW for the same 

site/application/project: 
 

This can be through a Use Permit, Site Plan, TM, GP, or other Discretionary approval. Grading permits associated 
with a site that has a Discretionary permit in place should be tied to that trust account. 

Are we linking this site/application/project to the existing Trust Account: 
 

If the existing Discretionary permit has been approved it should still be tied to the work being done through this action 
for tracking purposes. 

If linking, please provide existing Trust Account number:

No additional information is necessary. The rest of this form does not need to be completed. 

If you do not know the trust account number but know the record associated with the Use Permit, Site Plan, 
TM, or GP, please indicate the discretionary permit number here:  

INTRODUCTION 

It is the policy of the County of San Diego to recover from applicants for land development approvals the full cost of 
processing such applications, including all time spent by County staff to review, comment, coordinate and communicate 
with applicants and the public on the processing of a proposed application. (See Board of Supervisors' Policy B-29: 
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/cob/docs/policy/B-29.pdf). For application types where processing costs vary substantially 
between individual applications, the County establishes a Trust Account to assure cost recovery. In such cases, an initial 
deposit is required, in an amount as set by ordinance to cover the estimated costs of the initial review (Scoping) of a project 
following intake of the application. In the event the estimated deposit is not sufficient to cover actual costs of the initial 
scoping, an additional deposit will be required. At the conclusion of scoping of the project (approximately 30 days after 
application), a refined project-specific estimate of total costs to process your application to completion, based upon a 
number of assumptions, will be provided with a complete listing of project specific issues, revisions, and studies required 
as deemed necessary for compliance with State and County codes and ordinances. 

The cost associated with processing a discretionary permit with Planning & Development Services (PDS) varies widely 
depending on the type of entitlement being applied for and the complexity of the project. Estimates of processing costs for 
a variety of permit types have been identified based on historic data for recently completed projects. These summaries    
are available on the PDS website at http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/pds/zoning/formfields/PDS-PLN-
369.pdf.  Actual cost may vary substantially from the ranges listed online due to project location, environmental issues,
planning constraints, appeals or code/ordinance compliance. The applicant is required to pay all costs associated with
application processing, regardless of the original estimate provided or historic costs. When the application and case closure
process is complete, any remaining funds in the Trust Account will be refunded.

Yes  No 

Yes  No 

mailto:PDSZoningPermitCounter@sdcounty.ca.gov
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/cob/docs/policy/B-29.pdf)
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds/zoning/ZoningPermits.html
http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/pds/zoning/formfields/PDS-PLN-369.pdf
http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/pds/zoning/formfields/PDS-PLN-369.pdf


County of San Diego, PDS, Support Services Division 
APPLICATION DEPOSIT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND AGREEMENT 

Continued 

5510 OVERLAND AVE, SUITE 110, SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 

For any questions, please contact us at: 
Land Development: (858) 694-2055 • Zoning: (858) 694-8985 or PDSZoningPermitCounter@sdcounty.ca.gov 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds 

PDS-126  (Rev. 11/7/2022)    PAGE 2 of 4

AGREEMENT 

The person named below as “Depositor" is herewith depositing, or has previously deposited with the County of San 
Diego the sum of $                                                for the initial review (Scoping) of the following application being filed 
with the County: 
Said deposit and any subsequent deposits are made on behalf of the person, corporation or partnership named below as 
the "Financially Responsible Party". With reference to said application and deposits, Depositor and Financially Responsible 
Party hereby acknowledge and agree as follows: 

1. Said initial deposit and any subsequent deposits shall be held by the County in an account under the name of
Financially Responsible Party, and Financially Responsible Party shall be considered the owner of all funds in said
account, and Depositor (if different from Financially Responsible Party) releases any interest in said funds. Except as
provided below, any funds remaining in said account at the completion of work shall be refunded to the Financially
Responsible Party at the address below. In the case that the Financially Responsible Party transfers ownership of the
subject property and wishes to transfer responsibility of the Trust Account to the new owner, a Change of Financial
Responsibility form must be completed to authorize transfer of ownership of funds in said account. The Financially
Responsible Party may contact the Trust Account Customer Service Unit at: PDSDevDep@sdcounty.ca.gov or by
calling (858) 694-2320 to request the form

2. All costs incurred by the County in processing said application, including overhead, whether within or over the amount
of project-specific estimate provided at the conclusion of the initial Scoping of the project (typically 30 days), shall be
paid by the Financially Responsible Party.  This is the Financially Responsible Party’s personal obligation and shall not

be affected by sale or transfer of the property subject to the application, changes in Financially Responsible Party's
business organization, or any other reason. As work proceeds on an application, actual County costs, as established
by County Ordinance, will be recorded and invoiced against the deposit account. County is authorized to deduct such
costs from said deposits at such times and in such amounts as County determines. The County may allow incremental
deposit submittals by the Financially Responsible Party over the course of the project processing such as prior to each
submittal, public review, and hearing(s), as applicable to the permit. “Costs incurred by the County” as identified in this
paragraph may include costs for the services of an outside contractor. Where the County determines it is necessary to
engage the services of an outside contractor or other County Departmental staff to assist with application processing,
costs for such services are to be paid by the Financially Responsible Party in the same manner identified above. If the
Financially Responsible Party withdraws an application not involving a violation of a County ordinance, County will
cease processing of the application within one day and will proceed with the case closure process. The Financially
Responsible Party is responsible for all case closure costs. Case closure costs will be minimized to the maximum
extent practicable.

3. If it is determined that the estimated cost provided in the original cost estimate will not be adequate to cover all costs
associated with application processing, the estimate will be refined, and additional monies may be required. County
may make a written demand for additional deposit(s) and the Financially Responsible Party shall deposit with County
such additional sums demanded within 14 days of the date of County's request. If Financially Responsible Party fails
to deposit such additional sums within said period, County staff will cease work on said application until such funds
have been deposited. If no deposit is received within 30 days, the County may forward said application to the
appropriate decision-maker with a recommendation for denial. The application will not be finalized for hearing or
decision until required deposits are paid in full.  If at   any point in the processing of the project, the deposit account
becomes depleted, County staff shall stop work on the project until sufficient funds are restored. When the processing
of the application is completed, any unused amount in deposit account will be refunded.

4. If the amount of costs incurred by County exceeds the amount of funds on deposit, and the Financially Responsible
Party has failed to pay County sufficient funds to cover said deficit after demand, County may, in addition to ceasing
work on said application, take any or all of the following actions:

a) cease work and refer the account to the County’s collection agency;
b) commence suit or pursue any other legal or equitable remedies available to it.

5. If County commences suit to recover any deficit  in processing  costs, the party prevailing in such  suit shall be entitled
to recover as costs from the other party its costs of litigation, including reasonable attorneys' fees. 

mailto:PDSZoningPermitCounter@sdcounty.ca.gov
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds
mailto:PDSDevDep@sdcounty.ca.gov


County of San Diego, PDS, Support Services Division 
APPLICATION DEPOSIT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND AGREEMENT 

Continued 

5510 OVERLAND AVE, SUITE 110, SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 

For any questions, please contact us at: 
Land Development: (858) 694-2055 • Zoning: (858) 694-8985 or PDSZoningPermitCounter@sdcounty.ca.gov 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds 
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The information of the Financially Responsible Party provided below must be 100% accurate. All Developer Deposit 
customer statements and refund checks, if any, will be mailed to the name and address stated below. 
If the information stated on this form is inconsistent with our system, then the Financially Responsible Party must 
clarify and correct before the application can be accepted. 

If the Financially Responsible Party is a COMPANY or ORGANIZATION, please complete below 
(additional information may be required if an agent signed this form): 

Company/Business/Trust Name: ___________________________________________________ 

If Attention/Care of/ Doing Business as: _____________________________________________ 

Billing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________ State: _______ Zip Code: ____________ 

Preferred Phone: __________________________ Alt. Phone: ___________________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________ 

If the Financially Responsible Party is an INDIVIDUAL, please complete below: 

First Name: ____________________MI: ______Last Name: ____________________________ 

Billing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________ State: _______ Zip Code: _____________ 

Preferred Phone: _________________________ Alt. Phone: ___________________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________ 

I have read this form and understand all funds deposited into the Trust Account are owned by and 

any refund will be sent to the Financially Responsible Party (FINRESP) listed above. I understand 
and agree that the Financially Responsible Party is responsible for payment of all fees associated with this 
project including all hourly or other fees which may accrue during the review and/or post-issuance whether 
the permit is issued or whether the application is canceled or denied before the permit is issued. 

Financially Responsible Party Name (Print): ______________________________________________

Financially Responsible Party’s Signature: _______________________________   Date: _____________ 

Did you know you can request access to your Trust Account online—which allows you to review 
charges, make deposits, and see your account balances—in real time? Please go to 
http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/pds/AccelaUpdates.html for additional instruction. 

----- OFFICIAL USE ONLY ----- 

Trust Account No. - - 

Associated Records: 

Associated Records: 

FINANCIALLY RESPONSIBLE PARTY 

mailto:PDSZoningPermitCounter@sdcounty.ca.gov
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds
http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/pds/AccelaUpdates.html


County of San Diego, PDS, Support Services Division 
APPLICATION DEPOSIT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND AGREEMENT 

Continued 

5510 OVERLAND AVE, SUITE 110, SAN DIEGO, CA 92123 

For any questions, please contact us at: 
Land Development: (858) 694-2055 • Zoning: (858) 694-8985 or PDSZoningPermitCounter@sdcounty.ca.gov 

http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds 
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---OFFICIAL USE ONLY --- 

Trust Account # 

- - 
Reference Contact ID Trust Account Type Unique Identifier 

The Trust Account shown above has been linked to the following Records ID(s): 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Counter Staff: __________________ 

Trust Account Types 

A PDS Cash Guarantees for Resource Management 
Plans N ALL Future Use - Dept Trust Account Type 

B PDS Cash Guarantees for Model Homes O DEH Hazardous Materials Division (HMD) 

C PWS Construction & Demolition Recycling P DPW Cash guarantee for Prior-to-Occupancy 

D ALL DEH, PKS, PDS, PDS LD, PWR, PWW -- 
Trust Accounts Q DEH Cash guarantee for Land & Water Quality Well 

Bond (LWQD Well Bond) 

E DEH Land & Water Quality (LWQD PP) R DPW Cash guarantee for Right-Of-Way 

F DPW Cash guarantee for Future Improvements S DPW Cash guarantee for SWMP Maintenance 
Agreement 

G DPW Cash guarantee for Grading T PDS Cash guarantee for Misc. PDS Guarantees 

H PDS Cash guarantee for Health Care Trailers U DPW Cash guarantee for Improvements Labor & 
Maintenance and Faithful Performance 

I PDS Cash Guarantees for Defense and Indemnity 
Agreement V DPW Cash guarantee for Misc. DPW Guarantees 

J DEH Land & Water Quality Site Assessment 
Mitigation (LWQD SAM) W PDS Cash guarantee for Lien Contract 

K DEH Community Health Division (CHD) X PDS Cash guarantee for Restoration 

L PDS Cash Guarantees for Landscape / Re-Vegetation 
Plans Y ALL Future Use - Dept Trust Account Type 

M PDS Cash Guarantees for Surface Mining and 
Inspection Z ALL Future Use - Dept Trust Account Type 

mailto:PDSZoningPermitCounter@sdcounty.ca.gov
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds


SAMPLE



County of San Diego Right-of-Way Permit Insurance Requirements Page 1 

County of San Diego 
Planning & Development Services (PDS) 
Land Development/Right-of-Way Counter 

5510 Overland Ave., Suite 110, San Diego, CA 92123 

Information Sheet For Insurance Requirements For Right-of-Way Permits 

Persons, Organizations, or Contractors encroaching in the County-maintained Right-of-Way 
must provide proof of insurance from a generally recognized domestic insurance carrier for 
the duration of the permitted encroachment, as follows (please refer to samples): 

1) CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE
• The Certificate must show evidence of Commercial General Liability with a

$1,000,000 per occurrence limit of liability.
• The Certificate must name the County of San Diego as a CERTIFICATE HOLDER

and the County of San Diego, its agents, officers, and employees as ADDITIONAL
INSURED.

• The Certificate must include the insurance policy number.

2) ADDITIONAL INSURANCE ENDORSEMENT (CG 20 12 04 13, use latest version if
available)
• The Endorsement must name the County of San Diego, its agents, officers, and

employees as ADDITIONAL INSURED for the above-noted Commercial General
Liability policy.

• The Endorsement must include the insurance policy number.

If the Permittee maintains broader coverage and/or higher limits than the minimums shown 
above, the County requires and shall be entitled to the broader coverage and/or higher limits 
maintained by the Permittee. As a requirement of this contract, any available insurance 
proceeds in excess of the specified minimum limits and coverage stated above, shall also be 
available to the County of San Diego. 

Please mail or email proof of insurance to: 

County of San Diego 
Planning & Development Services (PDS) 
Land Development/Right-of-Way Counter 
5510 Overland Avenue, Suite 110 
San Diego, CA 92123 

Contact: Permit Coordinator 
Telephone: (858) 694-2055  

Email: 
ROWPERMITCOUNTER@SDCOUNTY.CA.GOV 

Please indicate your permit record number when sending in your proof of 
insurance (DPW20XX-RWXXXX-12345)

mailto:ROWPERMITCOUNTER@SDCOUNTY.CA.GOV


County of San Diego Right-of-Way Permit Insurance Requirements Page 2 
 

Sample of Items 1 & 2 



County of San Diego Right-of-Way Permit Insurance Requirements Page 3  

 

Sample of Item 3 



DPW Rev. (2023/03) 

 

 

  

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 
Section 4216/4217 of the Government Code 

requires a DigAlert Identification Number (ID) 
be issued before a “Permit to excavate” will be 

valid. 
 

For your DigAlert ID Number 
Call Underground Service Alert 

TOLL FREE 811 or www.contact811.org 
Two working days before you dig. 

 
For more information, go to: 

www.digalert.org 
 

  
  

FOR GENERAL INFORMATION ONLY 
NOT TO SUPERSEDE THE APPROPRIATE ORDINANCE 

  

 

County of San Diego 
Planning and Development Services (PDS) 

Land Development Counter 
5510 Overland Avenue, Suite 110 

San Diego, CA 92123 
 

(858) 694-2055 
Fax (858) 279-7020 

 
Email: rowpermitcounter@sdcounty.ca.gov 

  

 

Applications should be submitted to: 
  

 

TRAFFIC CONTROL PERMIT: 
FOR TRAFFIC CONTROL WITHIN  
COUNTY MAINTAINED ROADS  

DURING CONSTRUCTION 
  

  

 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

  
www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dpw 

  
  

 

http://www.digalert.org/
mailto:rowpermitcounter@sdcounty.ca.gov
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/dpw


DPW Rev. (2023/03) 

 

TRAFFIC CONTROL PERMIT 
   

 
  

WHAT IS TRAFFIC CONTROL? 
Traffic Control is the provision of a safe work area for workers within 
the public right-of-way (ROW) while maintaining a safe and efficient 
flow of traffic for all road users including motorists, bicyclists, and 
pedestrians.  
  

 
PERMIT REQUIRED 
 
A Traffic Control Permit must be obtained before starting 
construction of repair of curbs, gutters, sidewalks, commercial and 
residential driveways, roadway surfaces, retaining walls, culverts, 
street light(s) or other work of any nature in the County right-of-way. 
 

EXTENSION OF PERMITS 
All requests for extensions should be submitted through PDS Land 

Development Counter at least seven days prior to the end of the 

original finish date.  All permit conditions and requirements are to 

remain in effect. 

  

 
NO FEES 
There is no fee for a Traffic Control Permit. It takes approximately 
six weeks to process a Traffic Control Permit because it requires 
review and approval by the County Traffic Engineer. 
  

 

 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

APPLICATION PROCEDURE 
When applying for a traffic control permit, the appropriate (ROW) 
permits (Encroachment, Excavation, and Construction) should be 
concurrently applied for from the Planning Development Services 
(PDS) Land Development Counter. A Traffic Control Permit will not 
be processed until the appropriate ROW permits are approved. 

The applicant shall provide the following; 

♦ Complete Traffic Control application form:  

◊ Reason for Traffic Control Permit; 

◊ Exact work location; and 

◊ Desired dates and time of work. 

♦  Traffic Control Permit application submittal checklist 

♦ 11x17 size Traffic Control Plans or current San Diego Regional 

Standard Drawings (SDRSD) that include the work being 

performed, exact location of work, and proposed temporary 

Traffic Control through the work area.    

 

 

♦ The permit holder must contact The Department of Public 
Works Private Development Construction Inspection team at 

(858) 694-3165 at least 24 Hours before start and finish of 

work. 

♦ Appropriate lights, barriers, warning signs or other measures 

designed to protect the traveling public must be erected by the 

permittee per the Approved Traffic Control Permit. 

♦ Permittee is responsible for ensuring a prevailing wage is paid to 

all traffic control workers engaged on the project in accordance 

with Section 74.301 of the San Diego County Code of Regulatory 

Ordinances.  A traffic control worker means any person engaged 

in stopping, slowing or directing traffic through a construction 

site or other portion of a Highway subject to a disruption in travel; 

except, the term does not include any public agency employee 

engaged in traffic control for the public agency.  Any failure to 

pay the required wage may, without limitation, be enforced by the 

Director of the Office of Labor Standards and Enforcement (OLSE) 

or any other County official with enforcement authority as a 

violation of the terms of the permit or approval.  Permittee shall 

be required to furnish any records requested by OLSE in the 

enforcement of a complaint or audit related to compliance with 

this ordinance. 

 

 



COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
TRAFFIC ENGINEERING SECTION 

APPLICATION FOR TRAFFIC CONTROL PERMIT _____________________________ 
Type of traffic control: flag, shift, etc. 

County of San Diego 
DPW Traffic Engineering Section 
Room 470, MS O334 
5510 Overland Ave, Suite 410 
San Diego, CA 92123-1239 

Telephone/voice mail:(858) 694-3863 
Secretary (858) 694-3850 

Fax (858) 694-3928 
DPWTRAFFICCONTROL.PERMIT@SDCOUNTY.CA.GOV

Submit application to: ROWPERMITCOUNTER@SDCOUNTY.CA.GOV 

Encroachment/Excavation/Construction/Public Improvement Permit # ___________________________________

Applicant Information 

Company _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Agent/Applicant ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Last Name  First 

Agent Telephone #__________________________ Agent E-mail Address:__________________________________________________________

Agent Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street Name and Number City State Zip Code 

Reason for Traffic Control: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Start Date: ____________________ Start Time: ____________________ a.m. / p.m. 

Finish Date: ____________________ End Time: _____________________ a.m. / p.m. 

Signed _______________________________________________________________________  __________________________________ 
Agent or Applicant Date 

DPW Form #4 (10/2024)

It is requested that a permit be granted for traffic control on the fallowing street/streets: 

STREET 1 ________________________________________From Street _____________________________To_____________________________ 

STREET 2 ________________________________________From Street _____________________________To_____________________________ 

COMMUNITY _____________________________________Thomas Brothers Map Page and Grid # ______________________________________ 

Is Road Closure Requested? Yes    No

Provide Road Closure Information:

STREET _________________________________________From Street _____________________________To_____________________________

Start Date: ____________________ Start Time: ____________________ a.m. / p.m. 

Finish Date: ____________________ End Time: _____________________ a.m. / p.m. 

mailto:DPWTRAFFICCONTROL.PERMIT@SDCOUNTY.CA.GOV
mailto:ROWPERMITCOUNTER@SDCOUNTY.CA.GOV


TRAFFIC CONTROL PERMIT (TCP) APPLICATION SUBMITTAL CHECKLIST 

Application package must include the following requirements at a minimum. Application is subject to 
rejection if any of the following information is not completed.  

□ Description/type of work being done (Ex. access manhole, replace overhead lines on existing

poles, replace water service line, etc.)  _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

□ Roadway Characteristics:

• Names of Road(s) ______________________________________________________________
• County Maintained Road(s) (Yes/No) ______________________________________________
• Work affecting other jurisdictions (Yes/No)

If yes, please list. _______________________________________________________________

• Road Classification on Mobility Element Map ______________________________________
(Ex. 2.2E Light Collector, 4.1A Major Road, Not on Mobility Element Map, etc.)
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/pds/gpupdate/docs/MobilityNetworkApp
endix_2023.pdf

• Speed Limit __________________________________________________________________
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_diego/latest/sandiego_regs/0-0-0-83299
Refer to Title 7, Division 2, Articles 11 and 12 of San Diego County Code of Regulatory
Ordinances.

• # of Lanes ____________________________________________________________________

• Roadway Width _______________________________________________________________

• Centerline Striping (Yes/No) _____________________________________________________

• Bike Lanes (Yes/No) ____________________________________________________________

• Sidewalk (Yes/No)   ____________________________________________________________

• Traffic Signal in County Right of Way (Yes/No)   ______________________________________

• Traffic Signal in other jurisdiction (Yes/No)   _________________________________________

• School zone within ½ mile of work zone (Yes/No)
If yes, list school hours and provide school bell schedule. ______________________________

• Bus route or bus stops within work zone (Yes/No) __________________________________
https://www.sdmts.com/
http://www.gonctd.com/

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/pds/gpupdate/docs/MobilityNetworkAppendix_2023.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/pds/gpupdate/docs/MobilityNetworkAppendix_2023.pdf
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/san_diego/latest/sandiego_regs/0-0-0-83299
https://www.sdmts.com/
http://www.gonctd.com/


□ Overview map. Show location and limits of work area (length, width), including road name and

distance to cross streets.  See Example #1.

□ Work site specific traffic control plans (See Example #3), appropriate California Manual on

Uniform Traffic Control Devices (CA MUTCD) Part 6 Temporary Traffic Control
(https://dot.ca.gov/programs/safety-programs/camutcd), or appropriate San Diego Regional
Standard Drawing (SDRSD) from Appendix "A" Traffic Control Plans (http://www.regional-
stds.com/home/book/drawings/appendix-a). If submitting an SDRSD, please denote roadway
width and work area dimensions on TCP. Include offsets of work area to points of interest (edge
of pavement, adjacent lanes, etc.). See Example #2.

Permittee is responsible for ensuring a prevailing wage is paid to all traffic control workers engaged on 
the project in accordance with Section 74.301 of the San Diego County Code of Regulatory Ordinances. 
A traffic control worker means any person engaged in stopping, slowing or directing traffic through a 
construction site or other portion of a Highway subject to a disruption in travel; except, the term does 
not include any public agency employee engaged in traffic control for the public agency.  Any failure to 
pay the required wage may, without limitation, be enforced by the Director of the Office of Labor 
Standards and Enforcement (OLSE) or any other County official with enforcement authority as a 
violation of the terms of the permit or approval.  Permittee shall be required to furnish any records 
requested by OLSE in the enforcement of a complaint or audit related to compliance with this 
ordinance. 

I hereby certify the above information and attachments are true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge. 

______________________________ ______________________________     ___________________ 
 Applicant Printed Name            Applicant Signature                Date 

For County Use Only: 

□ Contractor Insurance _____________________________________________________________

□ Encroachment Permit Approval and/or Pavement Cut Policy   ________________________________

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/safety-programs/camutcd
http://www.regional-stds.com/home/book/drawings/appendix-a
http://www.regional-stds.com/home/book/drawings/appendix-a
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5
A single-family residence; 
Event sponsored by a non-profit organization that makes use of a highway for no more than
one day; or
Any project costing less than $1,000

Prevailing Wage Rates for Traffic Control Work do not apply to Small Projects which includes:

who does this ordinance not apply to?

6 What is the penalty for not paying prevailing wage to traffic
control workers?
Any failure to pay the required wage may, without limitation, be enforced by the Deputy Director of the Office of Labor
Standards and Enforcement. Remedies can include: citation, civil penalty, injunctive relief (not limited to a stop work order).

Traffic control work in the right-of-way is dangerous!



 It is essential that investments maximize worker and public safety and that the work is performed by a workforce that is well-trained and paid a wage
that attracts high-quality workers and helps build healthy, self-sufficient communities. 



On September 14, 2022, the Board of Supervisors directed the Chief Administrative Officer to develop and return with an ordinance that codifies a

minimum wage for traffic control workers, including forepersons and other on-site staff necessary for traffic control, doing work on County of San Diego-
maintained roads equal to or greater than the prevailing wage that is set by the Department of Industrial Relations in the State of California for traffic

control on public works projects according to the type of work and location of the project. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY 
DONE RIGHT FAQ

4 When does the ordinance take effect?
Any permit or approval issued by the County of San Diego after March 10 to perform work within a
Highway that requires the use of a Traffic Control Worker must comply with this ordinance.

1
Requires a prevailing wage be paid for all traffic control work performed by traffic control
workers on roads maintained by the County of San Diego, with or without a permit. 

What does the Right of Way ordinance do?

3
All Traffic Control Workers meaning: any person engaged in stopping, slowing or directing traffic through a
construction site or other portion of a Highway subject to a disruption in travel, including forepersons and other
on-site staff necessary for traffic control, doing work on County of San Diego maintained roads.

Who does it apply to?

7
If you believe your rights under the Right-of-Way Done Right ordinance have been violated, you may file a complaint
with the San Diego County OLSE by visiting www.sandieg﻿ocounty.gov/content/sdc/OLSE.html or by giving our office
a call at (619) 531-5129.

How can a worker file a complaint against their employer if
they believe they were not paid prevailing wage?

8 What if i am an employer and i still have questions?
Contact the County of San Diego Department of Public Works at (858) 694-3850 for further information.

The Director of the California Department of Industrial Relations determines the general prevailing rate of per diem wages for a particular craft, classification, or type of worker by geographical
area. General determinations are typically issued twice a year on February 22 and August 22.

1

The prevailing wage rate is the entirety of all of the following = $37.68 (basic hourly rate) + $8.75 (health and welfare) + $9.99 (pension) + $5.20 (vacation and holiday) + $0.70 (training) + $0.48 ("other") = $62.802

The prevailing wage rate is the entirety of all of the following = $38.80 (basic hourly rate) + $8.75 (health and welfare) + $9.99 (pension) + $3.00 (vacation and holiday) + $0.70 (training) + $2.80 ("other")  = $64.043

2
The Prevailing Wage Rate for Building Construction Traffic Control Work - $62.80 

The Prevailing Wage Rate for Engineering Construction Traffic Control Work -  $64.04 

What is the current prevailing wage for traffic workers?
1

2
3
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