
Edible Food 
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Training

County of San Diego            January 19, 2020



Agenda 

 Planning for Edible Food Recovery 
Capacity 

 Identifying the gap between disposal 
and capacity

 Edible Food Recovery: Program 
Implementation 

_________________________________

 Tool Methodology 

 Detail review of data gathering 

 How to use the tool 

 Resources 
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Edible Food Recovery: 
Planning for Capacity
County of San Diego and the cities located within the 
county are each required to do the following for their 
jurisdiction:

Estimate the amount of edible food that will be 
disposed by Tier 1 and 2 commercial edible food 
generators (absent new programs)
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Identify existing capacity at food recovery organizations and 
services 

Identify proposed new or expanded food recovery organizations 
and services that will be used 

Identify, if any, the amount of new or expanded capacity needed 

(Section 18992.2.) 

Tool addresses 
this step



Edible Food Disposal vs. Capacity 
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County Template
(March 2021)

Jurisdictions to identify 
potential recovery 
capacity of food 
recovery organizations in 
their jurisdiction

Report to County

County OR
CalRecycle tool 
(when available)

Jurisdictions to 
identify Tier 1 & Tier 
2 generators and 
their potential 
disposal

Report to County

County aggregates disposal & capacity data & reports gaps  



Edible Food Recovery: 
Program Implementation 

Conduct education and outreach to all 
Tier 1 & Tier 2 commercial edible food generators

Increase edible food recovery capacity if the current 
capacity is not meeting the need. 

Monitor edible food generator compliance and conduct 
enforcement.

• Monitoring and education begins in January 2022
• Local enforcement actions start January 2024

Increase commercial edible food generator access to 
food recovery organizations and food recovery services
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Edible Food Recovery Tool 

Estimates Edible Food Disposal 

Estimates Potential Food Recovery 
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Tool Methodology

 Identify generators and aggregate their business data by sector

 Review hauler account records, business license records, 
economic development data, food facility licensees from the 
health department, etc. to identify what records are readily 
available for food generating businesses

 Refer to "Business Data Needed" tab to identify information 
needed for each business sector of interest such as facility size, 
sales revenue, etc. 
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Identifying Tier 1 & Tier 2 Generators 

Tier 1 – Must have program by January 1, 2022
 Supermarket, with gross annual sales of $2,000,000 or more;
 Grocery store with a total facility size equal to or greater than 10,000 square feet;
 Food service provider;
 Food distributor;
 Wholesale food vendor.

Tier 2 – Must have program by January 1, 2024:
 Restaurant with 250 or more seats, or a total facility size equal to or greater than                             

5,000 square feet;
 Hotel with an on-site food facility and 200 or more rooms;
 Health facility with an on-site food facility and 100 or more beds;
 Large venue;
 Large event;
 A state agency with a cafeteria with 250 or more seats or a total cafeteria facility size      

equal to or greater than 5,000 square feet;
 A local education agency with an on-site food facility. 8



Collecting Data for Using the Tool

Tool returns estimated of tons of food waste for Tier 1 and Tier 2 generators to help target outreach
9
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 Refer to "Business Data Needed" tab to identify information needed for each business 
sector of interest such as facility size, sales revenue, etc. 

Seats Visitors Gross Sales Rooms Beds Onsite Food Facility

Tier 1 Commercial Edible Food Generators
Supermarkets Gross sales. CalRecycle already identifies Supermarkets in CRV Program. 2,000,000$               
Grocery Stores Facility size 10,000 sf
Food Service Providers 
Food Wholesale Vendors and Distributors 

Tier 2 Commercial Edible Food Generators
Restaurants Seats or facility size 250 5,000 sf
Health Facilities # beds, onsite food facility 100 X
Large Venues # seats and/or annual average of daily visitors 2000* 2000*
Large Events attendees/ day. Sum up annual total 2000
Hotel # rooms, onsite food facility 200 X
State agencies Onsite cafeteria seats or cafeteria facility size 250 5,000 sf X
Local Education Agencies Onsite food facilities. Public schools and central kitchens X

Other (might fit into one of the above)

Food Production

Include those that are wholesale food vendors and/ or distributors. Growers and 
producers are not necessarily Commercial Edible Food Generators . Very dependent on 
individual businesses. 

Corporate Sites w/ Food Service Could fall under Restaurant definition or Food Service Provider X
Other government agencies w/ onsite food facilit Could fall under Restaurant definition or Food Service Provider X
Prisons/ correctional facilities # inmates. Also note central production facilities X

Identify Commercial Edible Food Generators 

Facility Size
Facility Type SB 1383 Notes



Step 1: Collecting Business Data 

Jurisdictions need to identify Tier 1 & Tier 2 generators

Multiple avenues for collecting data: 

 Purchased Business Lists 

 Hoovers (Dun & Bradstreet) 

 Spectrum (local firm)

 DEH Food Facility List 

 Property/ real estate or leasing data

 Business License Data/Economic Development Data from your own jurisdiction’s licenses or permits

 Web research

 (https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/ (schools data)

 https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/CalHealthFind/Pages/SearchResult.aspx
(healthcare facilities)   

 All data probably won’t be available from a single source, unfortunately. 

 Process requires data crunching, general knowledge and confirming hunches. 

MOST LABOR-INTENSIVE STEP!
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https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/CalHealthFind/Pages/SearchResult.aspx


Step 1: Collecting Business Data 

Purchased Business Lists 
 Hoovers (Dun & Bradstreet) 
 Spectrum (local firm)
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Lori León
lori@spectrumlists.com 
760-730-0588 Direct Phone
855-966-LIST (5478) Toll Free Fax
888-394-LIST (5478) Toll Free Phone

Spectrum Mailing Lists
300 Carlsbad Village Drive
Suite 108A
Carlsbad, California 92008
www.spectrumlists.com

*Other listing companies available as well

mailto:lori@spectrumlists.com
https://t.sidekickopen80.com/s1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XZs7grXnFW4WYH7d7gs84gW2zhqcR56dvzDf1bbz6n02?te=W3R5hFj26QkHmW4mKDt945Np2RW49S8xx3T3qGXf1JxwY5V3&si=5370412333793280&pi=037be845-d430-4cff-83ec-3e72c4b253ed


Business Lists

 What to look for
 Zip code or geographic boundary of jurisdiction

 Caution if using zip codes that cross jurisdiction boundaries
 Can confirm Address/ Jurisdiction using https://sdgis.sandag.org/ (ensure 

jurisdiction layer is on)
 Planning and education requires ALL generators including military (federal), 

state agencies, schools, etc., even if jurisdiction won’t be responsible for 
enforcement on all generators. 

 Food- Related Businesses
 SIC or NAICS code query

 Relevant data including employee #, facility square footage, sales volume, etc.
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https://sdgis.sandag.org/


Business Lists
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COMPANY NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE
ZIP CODE
COUNTY
PHONE NUMBER
WEB ADDRESS
LAST NAME
FIRST NAME
CONTACT TITLE

CONTACT PROF TITLE

ACTUAL EMPLOYEE SIZE

EMPLOYEE SIZE RANGE

ACTUAL SALES VOLUME

SALES VOLUME RANGE

PRIMARY SIC

PRIMARY SIC DESCRIPTION
SECONDARY SIC #1

SECONDARY SIC DESCRIPTION #1
SECONDARY SIC #2

SECONDARY SIC DESCRIPTION #2

INDUSTRY SPECIFIC CODES

HEADQUARTERS/BRANCH

YEAR 1ST APPEARED
OFFICE SIZE
SQUARE FOOTAGE
FIRM/INDIVIDUAL

LOCATION ADDRESS

LOCATION ADDRESS CITY

LOCATION ADDRESS STATE

LOCATION ADDRESS ZIP



Business Lists

SIC or NAICS Code Selection

SIC Code Description Count Percentage
20 Food & Kindred Products Mfrs 23 1.64
45 Transportation By Air 10 0.71

51
Wholesale Trade-Nondurable 

Goods 63 4.5
53 General Merchandise Stores 69 4.93
54 Food Stores 112 8
58 Eating & Drinking Places 337 24.07
59 Miscellaneous Retail 241 17.21
70 Hotels Rooming Houses & Camps 70 5
78 Motion Pictures 8 0.57

79
Amusement & Recreation 

Services 229 16.36
80 Health Services 49 3.5
82 Educational Services 157 11.21
83 Social Services 17 1.21

84
Museums Art Galleries & 

Gardens 15 1.07
Total 1,400 100

Add Examples 

4222 421308
Trucking-
Refrigerated

9199 919907 State Parks

92 922302

State Govt-
Correctional 
Institutions

SIC Code Description Count Percentage
2024 Ice Cream & Frozen Desserts 1 0.07
2047 Dog & Cat Food 1 0.07
2052 Cookies & Crackers 1 0.07
2082 Malt Beverages 6 0.43
2084 Wine Brandy & Brandy Spirits 4 0.29
2086 Bottled & Canned Soft Drinks 1 0.07
2087 Flavoring Extracts & Syrups Nec 1 0.07

2096
Potato Chips Corn Chips/Similar 

Snacks 1 0.07
2099 Food Preparations Nec 7 0.5
4512 Air Transportation-Scheduled 1 0.07
4581 Airports Flying Fields & Services 9 0.64

SIC Code Description Count Percentage
202498 Ice Cream & Frozen Desserts (Mfrs) 1 0.07
204701 Dog & Cat Food (Mfrs) 1 0.07
205203 Pretzels-Manufacturers 1 0.07
208201 Brewers (Mfrs) 6 0.43
208401 Wineries (Mfrs) 4 0.29
208604 Beverages-Manufacturers 1 0.07
208798 Flavoring Extracts & Syrups Nec (Mfrs) 1 0.07
209698 Potato Chips Corn Chips/Snacks (Mfrs) 1 0.07
209903 Food Products & Manufacturers 1 0.07
209910 Health Food Products-Manufacturers 3 0.21
209918 Nutritional Food Supplements-Mfr 2 0.14
209998 Food Preparations Nec (Mfrs) 1 0.07
451201 Airline Companies 1 0.07
458106 Airports 1 0.07
458111 Airline Support Services 2 0.14
458118 Airport Services 6 0.43



Example Raw Data - Unincorporated
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Other Data Sources: 

 Business ID information 

 SIC or NAICS classifications

 Employee Size* (if using County’s tool)

 Sales Volumes?  

 What other information does jurisdiction maintain that can help? 

 # of seats or facility square footage?

 Annual visitors to venues? 

 Use or Occupancy Permits 

 Special Event or Traffic Permits  # of Visitors

17

*Business license information may be more accurate than purchased data

Jurisdiction Business License or Economic Development, Tourism Data 



Licensed Food Facility Permits (DEH)
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Why Useful? Confirmation 
that sites have onsite Food 
Facilities
 Health Facilities and Hotels 
 Corporate Sites
 Food Service Providers
 Venues
 Prep/ Commercial Kitchens
 Warehouses
 Food Vendors

http://www.civicdata.com/ *Does not break down Tier 1 and Tier 2 Generators. 



Tier 1
January 1, 2022
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Supermarket
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Purchased and/ or Business License Lists to Confirm 
Employee Size (for the County’s tool)

“Supermarket” means a full-line, self-service retail store with gross annual 
sales of two million dollars ($2,000,000), or more, and which sells a line of 
dry grocery, canned goods, or nonfood items and some perishable items.

Supermarkets- National Chains, Local and 
Boutique Stores

Wholesale/ Warehouse Stores (Costco, Sam’s 
Club, etc) 

Supercenters (Target, WalMart, etc) 



Supermarket…
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https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/BevContainer/ConvenienceZones

https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/BevContainer/ConvenienceZones


Grocery store with a total facility size ≥ 10,000 square feet. 
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“Grocery store” means a store primarily engaged in the retail sale of canned food; dry goods; fresh 
fruits and vegetables; fresh meats, fish, and poultry; and any area that is not separately owned 
within the store where the food is prepared and served, including a bakery, deli, and meat and 
seafood departments

 Purchased and/ or Business License Lists 
 Confirm Facility Size 
 Employee Size (for the County’s tool)

The definition lacks an “or”

Grocery store does not need to sell all of these types of items



Food Service Provider
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Food service provider means an entity primarily engaged in providing food services to institutional, 
governmental, commercial, or industrial locations of others based on contractual arrangements with 
these types of organizations

 All Data Sources 
 Central Production Kitchens
 Sites using 3rd party operators

 Purchased and/ or Business License Lists 
 Employee Size (for the County’s tool)

 Total Employees or Food Service 
Employees only

For disposal estimation, only identify and include sites where 
the edible food is being generated (i.e., Culinart)

Opportunity for Regional Collaboration!

If FSP’s production kitchen is in Escondido, Escondido includes 
that edible food in their disposal estimation.



Wholesalers and Distributors
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Physical location in the jurisdiction, i.e., bakery, preparation/ processing, packing house, warehouse 



Wholesale Food Vendor
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“Wholesale food vendor” means a business or establishment engaged in the merchant wholesale 
distribution of food, where food (including fruits and vegetables) is received, shipped, stored, 
prepared for distribution to a retailer, warehouse, distributor, or other destination.

 Purchased and/ or Business License Lists 
 NAICS or SIC Codes
 Employee Size (for the County’s tool)
 County’s tool does NOT contain edible food 

recovery metric
 DEH List

 Warehouse or food facility present

No threshold in definition 



Food Distributor
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“Food Distributor” means a company that distributes food to entities including, but not limited to, 
supermarkets and grocery stores

 Purchased and/ or Business License Lists 
 NAICS or SIC Codes
 Employee Size (for the County’s tool)
 County’s tool does NOT contain edible food 

recovery metric
 DEH List

 Warehouse or food facility present

No threshold in definition 



Tier 2
January 1, 2024
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Restaurant w/ 250 or more seats, or a total facility size ≥ 5,000 square feet. 
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 Purchased and Business License Lists 
 Square Footage
 Employee size (for the County’s tool)

 Real Estate and Rental Property Leasing Info 
 DEH List

 Corporate Sites
 Additional step would be to confirm type of 

food facility onsite
 Any data out there to confirm # of seats?? 

“Restaurant” means an establishment primarily engaged in the retail sale of food and drinks 
for on-premises or immediate consumption.



Hotels w/ ≥ 200 Rooms and Onsite Food Facility 
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"Hotel” has the same meaning as in Section 17210 of the Business and Professions code.



Hotels w/ ≥ 200 Rooms and Onsite Food Facility 
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 Business License and Purchased Lists
 Employee Size (for the County’s tool)

 DEH List to Confirm Onsite Food Facilities, maybe 3rd

Party Food Services
 Web Search- What amenities and services does facility 

provide?  
• Special Events, Venues, Weddings, Conferences, 

Golf Course, etc
 Call the Hotel to confirm



Health Facilities w/ ≥ 100 beds and Onsite Food Facility
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“Health facility” has the same meaning as in Section 1250 of the Health and Safety Code.

Examples: Acute psychiatric hospital, Skilled nursing facility, Intermediate care facility, 
Special hospital, Nursing facility, etc…



Health Facilities w/ ≥ 100 beds and Onsite Food Facility
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/CalHealthFind/Pages/Home.aspx

 Aggregate total number of beds or employees (business lists) for County’s tool

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CHCQ/LCP/CalHealthFind/Pages/Home.aspx


Health Facilities w/ ≥ 100 beds and Onsite Food Facility
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Thoughts on Skilled Nursing and Continuing Care Communities… 

 Confirm # beds… consider assisted living and other living options 
 Confirm Onsite Food Facility 



Large Venue
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“Large venue” means a permanent venue facility that annually seats or serves an average of more 
than 2,000 individuals within the grounds of the facility per day of operation of the venue facility. 

For the purposes of this chapter, a venue facility includes, but is not limited to, a public, nonprofit, 
or privately owned or operated stadium, amphitheater, arena, hall, amusement park, conference or 
civic center, zoo, aquarium, airport, racetrack, horse track, performing arts center, fairground, 
museum, theater, or other public attraction facility. For the purposes of this chapter, a site under 
common ownership or control that includes more than one large venue that is contiguous with other 
large venues in the site, is a single large venue.

 DEH List
 Confirm onsite food facilities

 Purchased and/ or Business License Lists 
 Employee Size (for the County’s tool)

 Economic or Tourism Data 
 Annual Visitors (for the County’s tool) 

Post-COVID!!!



Large Events
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“Large event” means an event, including, but not limited to, a sporting event or a flea market, that 
charges an admission price, or is operated by a local agency, and serves an average of more than 
2,000 individuals per day of operation of the event, at a location that includes, but is not limited to, 
a public, nonprofit, or privately owned park, parking lot, golf course, street system, or other open 
space when being used for an event.

 Special Event Permits
 Use Permits 
 Economic or Tourism Data

 Annual Visitors (for the County’s tool) 



A state agency with a cafeteria with ≥ 250 seats or a total cafeteria 
facility size ≥ 5,000 square feet. 
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 Look up each facility individually to confirm it qualifies under definition
 Also consider the type of food facility at the state agency



A local education agency with an on-site food facility.
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“Local education agency” means a school district, charter school, or county office of education that 
is not subject to the control of city or county regulations related to solid waste

https://nces.ed.gov/
 K-12 Students and/or FTE

 National Center for Education Statistics 

https://nces.ed.gov/


A local education agency with an on-site food facility
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“Local education agency” means a school district, charter school, or county office of education that 
is not subject to the control of city or county regulations related to solid waste

https://datamart.cccco.edu/Faculty-Staff/Default.aspx

https://datamart.cccco.edu/Faculty-Staff/Default.aspx


A local education agency with an on-site food facility
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“Local education agency” means a school district, charter school, or county office of education that 
is not subject to the control of city or county regulations related to solid waste

https://datamart.cccco.edu/Students/Default.aspx



Step 2: Using the Tool
Entering the Business Data  

Tool returns estimated of tons of food waste for Tier 1 and Tier 2 generators to help target outreach
40



Potential Food Recovery 
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Edible Food Recovery Estimates by Business Group
Sectors and Inputs Disposal Based

Needed Input Data User
 Input Moderate Moderate Moderate Maximum Maximum Maximum

Sector: Figure Donation Metric Participation Rate Tons Donation Metric Participation Rate Tons

Tier 1 Commercial Edible Food Generators
Grocery Stores and Supermarkets (D) tons food disposed 9 0.3 80% 2                             0.3 100% 3                          
Warehouse Clubs and Supercenters (D) (SB1383 Supermtons food disposed 19 0.3 80% 5                             0.3 100% 6                          
Other Retail w/ Food (E) (Other SB1383 Grocery Stores)tons food disposed 31 0.3 50% 5                             0.5 100% 16                       
Food Service Providers (G) tons food disposed 40 0.05 50% 1                             0.10 100% 4                          

Tier 2 Commercial Edible Food Generators
University and Colleges (A) tons food disposed 92 0.01 50% 0                             0.03 100% 3                          
K-12 (B) Enter # of students 15,000 1 50% 4                             4 100% 30                       
Hospitality (C) tons food disposed 176 0.05 50% 4                             0.1 100% 18                       
Healthcare (C) tons food disposed 25 0.05 50% 1                             0.1 100% 2                          
FS Restaurants (F) tons food disposed 1,530 0.01 50% 8                             0.03 100% 46                       
LS Restaurants (F) tons food disposed 692                                                0.01 50% 3                             0.03 100% 21                       
Events and Recreational Facilities (H) tons food disposed 872 0.03 25% 7                             0.10 100% 87                       
Correction Facilities (I). Could be Tier 1 or 2. Confirm. Number Inmates 4,500 0.135 50% 55                          0.25 100% 205                     



Rescue Potential by Sector
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Tier 1 Commercial Edible Food Generators 
Grocery Stores and Supermarkets

20                                 Employees 9                                               2                                                                     3                                                        

Warehouse Clubs and Supercenters (1383 Supermarkets)
Warehouse Clubs and Big Box Stores 40                                 Employees 19                                             5                                                                     6                                                        

Other Retail w/ Grocery (other 1383 Grocery Stores)
Other Retail Stores w/ Grocery, Discount Stores, etc. 100                               employees 31                                             5                                                                     16                                                      

 Food Service Providers 
Contract Food Service and Corporate Kitchens -                                Employees (Food Service Staff) 40                                             1                                                                     4                                                        

or 2,000                           Employees (Of the business served)

Food Distributors
Includes food packing, wholesale distributors and suppliers 200                               Employees 95                                             

Wholesale Food Vendors
Includes food manufacturing and processing 200                               Employees 95                                             

Sector Summaries

Includes "typical" supermarkets and groceries for purposes of estimating disposal/ 
potential recovery

Moderate tons of additional 
rescue potential per sector per 

year

Estimated tons of food 
waste disposed per 

sector per year

Disposal Based Results
Maximum tons of rescue 
potential per sector per 

year

Other Commercial Edible Food Generators 
Other- (Tier 1 or Tier 2, as determined by user) manually enter food recovery estimate manually enter food recovery estimate

Other- Enter Note of Other Facilities. See Food Waste Calcs for Details 95                                 Tons of food wasted 95                                             

Total Estimated Tons 4,699                         95                                                440                                    



Takeaways
 Start planning sooner than later 

 Edible Food Recovery Tools can help (County’s or CalRecycle’s)

 Recap Capacity Planning vs. Disposal Estimation

 Start identifying Tier 1 and Tier 2 generators in your jurisdiction 

 Start identifying food recovery organizations and agencies in your 
jurisdiction

 Food recovery crosses jurisdictional boundaries. Ultimately, it’s a 
regional issue.

 Regional cooperation to identify cross-boundary capacity 

 Stay tuned for more guidance on templates and due dates
43



Takeaways
 Remember this presentation and tool was developed to the best of our 

interpretation and knowledge. CalRecycle is the authority on the definitions. As 
CalRecycle releases new clarification and guidance, and we all move forward in 
1383, the methodology will likely improve!

 If in doubt or are unsure if a particular business is a Tier 1 or 2 Generator, 
include it and flag it to confirm later. 

 This tool is a paper exercise. Audits, site visits and interviews with the 
facilities will yield the most accurate results. 

 Some businesses may already have robust edible food recovery programs, 
especially chain supermarkets and grocery stores. Other grocers may not. The 
makeup of your jurisdiction is unique. 

 The estimating tool really needs a sufficient sample size. The tool is not meant 
to estimate food disposed from any one business, but of a business sector. Use 
caution in inputting data into any tool. 
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Helpful Resources 

CalRecycle’s Food Recovery FAQ’s

https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/faq/foodrecovery

SB1383 Education & Outreach Resources 

https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/education

HF&H Checklist For Edible Food Recovery 
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https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/faq/foodrecovery
https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/education


Questions? 

Stephanie Ewalt 
County of San Diego 
Stephanie.Ewalt@sdcounty.ca.gov

Tyla Montgomery-Soylu
Hidden Resources 
tyla@compostingconsultant.com

46

mailto:Stephanie.Ewalt@sdcounty.ca.gov
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