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Rain-Saving: 
California Natives Plants

 

 

 

Rain Saving California Native Plants:              
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      3 4 6 Feature 

     Height x Width Co
as

ta
l 

In
la

nd
 

De
se

rt
 

  
Tree Cercis occidentalis western redbud 12-20' x 10-15' L L M FL 

 Chilopsis linearis desert willow 30' x 25' VL L M FL 

 Lithocarpus densiflorus tanbark oak 30-80' x 30-80' L L / EV 
 Parkinsonia aculeata Mexican palo verde 15-20' x 15-20' L L L AC 

 Pinus torreyana Torrey pine 40-60' X 30-50' L M / EV 
 Quercus agrifolia coast live oak 40-60' x 40-50' VL L M EV 

        
Large Ceanothus 'Concha' California lilac var. 6-8' x 6-12' L L / FL 
Shrub Heteromeles arbutifolia toyon 10-15' x 15-20' VL L / AC 

 Myrica californica pacific wax myrtle 20-30' x 10-20' L M / FL 

 Prunus illicifolia hollyleaf cherry 10-25’ x 10-25’ VL VL / EV 

 Romneya coulteri matalija poppy 6-8’ x 6-8’ VL VL L FL 
 Rhus integrifolia lemonade berry 6-10' x 10-15' VL L / EV 
 Ribes speciosum flowering gooseberry 4-8' x 4-6' VL M / FL 

        
Medium Arctostaphylos d. 'Sunset' sunset manzanita 3-4' x 3-4' L L / EV 

Shrub Calliandra californica Baja fairy duster 6' x 6' VL L L FL 
 Encelia californica coast sunflower 3-4' x 3-4' VL L VL FL 

 Galvezia speciosa island snapdragon 3-4' x 4'-5' VL L / FL 
 Muhlenbergia rigens deer grass 4-5' x 4-6' L M M GRS 
 Rosa californica California rose 5' x 5' L L / FL 
 Salvia apiana white sage 4-5' x 4-5' VL L L EV 
  Salvia clevelandii Cleveland sage 4-5' x 4-5' VL L L FL 
  Verbina i.‘De La Mina’ de la mina verbena 2’ x 4’ L L M FL 

  Yucca whipplei our Lord's candle 2-3' x 3-4' VL L L AC 
        

Small Achillea millefolium yarrow 1-2' x 2-3' L L L FL 
Shrub Agave shawii Shaw's agave 2-3' x 3-4' L L L AC 
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Small Dudleya britonii chalk liveforever 1’ x 1-2’ VL L / AC 
Shrub Iris douglasiana Douglas iris 1-2’x 3’-4’ L M / FL 
(cont.) Eriogonum g. rubescens red-flower buckwheat 1-2' x 2-3' VL L / FL 

 Penstemon heterophyllus foothill penstemon 1-2' x 2-3' L L L FL 
 Salvia spathacea hummingbird sage 1-2’ x 4-5’ L M / FL 
        

Vine Clematis pauciflora clematis 12' tall VL L / FL 

 Vitis californica California wild grape 30' tall L L M FR 
         

Ground Achillea 'Salmon Beauty' yarrow 1-2' x 2-3' L L L FL 
cover Arctostaphylos e. 'Carmel Sur' Carmel Sur manzanita 1' x 10' L L / EV 

 Arctostaphylos 'Pacific Mist' pacific mist manzanita 2-3' x 6-12' L L / EV 
 Baccharis p. 'Pigeon Point' dwarf coyote bush 2' x 8' L L M EV 
 Ceanothus g. horizontalis California lilac var. 1-2' x 10-15' L M / FL 
 Fragaria chiloensis sand strawberry 6"-12" x 2' M M M EV 
 Iva hayesiana San Diego povertyweed 2-3’ X 4-5’ VL L /  

 Mahonia repens creeping mahonia  18-24" x 3-4' L L / EV 
     

 

WUCOLS Water Use Rating    Design Feature Key 
   VL  =  Very Low 
   L    =  Low 
   M  =  Moderate* 
   /    =  Not Suitable 
   ?    =  Unknown 
*Choose Low and Very Low water    
   plants when possible. 
* Water deep to create drought  
   tolerant plant. 
* Hydrozone plants with the same    
   water needs on the same valve. 

   AC = Accent 
   EV = Evergreen 
   FA = Fall Color 
   FDN = Foundation 
   FL = Flower 
   FR = Fruit 
   GRS = Ornamental Grass 

 

 

 
Rain Saving California Native Plants:      
        

Type Scientific Name Common Name Mature Size WUCOLS Design 

      3 4 6 Feature 

     Height x Width Co
as

ta
l 

In
la

nd
 

De
se

rt
 

  
Small Dudleya britonii chalk liveforever 1’ x 1-2’ VL L / AC 
Shrub Iris douglasiana Douglas iris 1-2’x 3’-4’ L M / FL 
(cont.) Eriogonum g. rubescens red-flower buckwheat 1-2' x 2-3' VL L / FL 

 Penstemon heterophyllus foothill penstemon 1-2' x 2-3' L L L FL 
 Salvia spathacea hummingbird sage 1-2’ x 4-5’ L M / FL 
        

Vine Clematis pauciflora clematis 12' tall VL L / FL 

 Vitis californica California wild grape 30' tall L L M FR 
         

Ground Achillea 'Salmon Beauty' yarrow 1-2' x 2-3' L L L FL 
cover Arctostaphylos e. 'Carmel Sur' Carmel Sur manzanita 1' x 10' L L / EV 

 Arctostaphylos 'Pacific Mist' pacific mist manzanita 2-3' x 6-12' L L / EV 
 Baccharis p. 'Pigeon Point' dwarf coyote bush 2' x 8' L L M EV 
 Ceanothus g. horizontalis California lilac var. 1-2' x 10-15' L M / FL 
 Fragaria chiloensis sand strawberry 6"-12" x 2' M M M EV 
 Iva hayesiana San Diego povertyweed 2-3’ X 4-5’ VL L /  

 Mahonia repens creeping mahonia  18-24" x 3-4' L L / EV 
     

 

WUCOLS Water Use Rating    Design Feature Key 
   VL  =  Very Low 
   L    =  Low 
   M  =  Moderate* 
   /    =  Not Suitable 
   ?    =  Unknown 
*Choose Low and Very Low water    
   plants when possible. 
* Water deep to create drought  
   tolerant plant. 
* Hydrozone plants with the same    
   water needs on the same valve. 

   AC = Accent 
   EV = Evergreen 
   FA = Fall Color 
   FDN = Foundation 
   FL = Flower 
   FR = Fruit 
   GRS = Ornamental Grass 

Last revised: 05/2026 2

Rain-Saving: 
California Natives Plants


