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Rain-Saving: 
Contemporary Plants

 

 

 

Rain Saving Contemporary Plants:              
Type Scientific Name Common Name Mature Size WUCOLS Design 
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Tree Agonis flexuosa ‘After Dark’ peppermint willow 15-25’ x 10-15’ L L / AC 

 x Chitalpa tashkentensis chitalpa 20-30' x 20-30' L L L FL 

 Chorisia speciosa floss silk tree 40-60' x 20-40' L L M AC 
 Dracaena draco dragon tree 15-25' x 15-25' VL L / AC 

 Euphorbia ingens candelabra tree 15-25' x 10-20' L L L AC 
 Parkinsonia x 'Desert Museum' desert museum palo verde 25' x 25' VL L L FL 

          
Large Agave a. v. attenuata fox tail agave 4-5’ x 6-8’ L L L AC 
Shrub Agave weberi weber agave 5' x 6-10' L L L AC 

 Arctostaphylos ‘H. McMann’ manzanita 6-10’ x 6-12’ L L / EV 

 Caesalpinea gilliesii desert bird of paradise 10' x 8' L L L FL 

 Euphorbia cotinifolia Caribbean copper plant 10-16’ x 6-8’ M M / AC 
 Euphorbia tirucalli sticks on fire 4-8’ x 3-5’ VL / L AC 
 Hesperaloe funifera giant hesperaloe 6' x 6' VL L L AC 

 Leonotis leonurus  lion's tail 4-8' x 4-6' L L ? FL 

 Vitex trifolia 'Purpurea' Arabian lilac 10-15' x 10-15' L ? ? AC 
          

Medium Agave desmettiana ‘Variegata’ variegated smooth agave 3’ x 3' L L L AC 
Shrub Anigozanthos hybrids kangaroo paw 2-4' x 2-3' M L / AC 

 Artemisia ludoviciana prairie sagebrush 3' x 6' L L L AC 

 Dasylirion texanum green desert spoon 5' x 5' VL L L AC 
 Hesperaloe parviflora red yucca 3-4' x 2-4' VL L L AC 
 Kalanchoe orgyalis copper spoons 3-6’ x 3-6’ L L M AC 
 Leucophyllum f. 'Compacta' compact Texas ranger 5' x 5' L L L FL 
  Leymus c. 'Canyon Prince' wild rye 2-3' x 2-3' L L ? GRS 
 Miscanthus s. ‘Yaku Jima’ dwarf maiden grass 3-4' x 3-4' M M / AC 

  Phormium 'Evening Glow' New Zealand flax 3' x 4-6' L M / AC 
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Small Aloe striata coral aloe 2’ x 2' L L L FL 
Shrub Bulbine frutescens stalked bulbine 1’ x 1-2’ L L L FL 

 Calandrinia grandiflora  rock purslane 1-2’ x 2-3’ L L ? FL 
 Helictotrichon sempervirens blue oat grass 1-2' x 1-2' M M ? GRS 
 Kalanchoe thyrsiflora  paddle plant 1’ x 1-2’ L L M AC 
 Salvia spathacea hummingbird sage 1-2’ x 4-5’ L M ? FL 

 Yucca rupicola twisted leaf yucca 2' x 2-3' VL ? L AC 
          

Vine Macfadyena unguis-cati cat’s claw vine 25-40' tall L L L FL 

 Passiflora caerulea blue passion vine 10-15' tall M M M FL 
        

Ground Dalea greggii trailing indigo bush  2' x 6-8' L L L AC 
cover Dymondia margaretae silver carpet 2-3" x 20" L L / EV 

 Echeveria imbricata blue rose echeveria 12" x 12" L L ? AC 
 Festuca glauca blue fescue 12" x 12" L M M GRS 
 Othonna capensis little pickles 2” x 1’ L ? ? AC 
 Sedum reflexum 'Blue Spruce' blue spruce stonecrop 3" x 10" L L / AC 
 Sedum spathulifolium stonecrop 2-4" x 24" L L / AC 

 Sempervivum 'Black' black hens and chicks 4-6" x 12" L L ? AC 
       

WUCOLS Water Use Rating    Design Feature Key 
   VL  =  Very Low 
   L    =  Low 
   M  =  Moderate* 
   /    =  Not Suitable 
   ?    =  Unknown 
*Choose Low and Very Low water    
   plants when possible. 
* Water deep to create drought  
   tolerant plant. 
* Hydrozone plants with the same    
   water needs on the same valve. 

   AC = Accent 
   EV = Evergreen 
   FA = Fall Color 
   FDN = Foundation 
   FL = Flower 
   FR = Fruit 
   GRS = Ornamental Grass 
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