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Topics

1. Emerging Threats – COVID
2. Prehospital Blood
3. Trauma System Dashboard
4. Opioid Epidemic Mitigation
5. Cardiac Resuscitation Initiative

A. Revive & Survive San Diego
B. ECPR Pilot Program



1. Emerging Threats
Summer COVID Wave?

Current Epidemic Trends (Based on Rt) for States | CFA: Modeling and Forecasting | CDC

As of July 15, 2025, CDC estimates that COVID-19 infections are growing or likely growing in 
27 states, declining or likely declining in 1 state, and not changing in 17 states.

July 8, 2025 July 15, 2025

https://www.cdc.gov/cfa-modeling-and-forecasting/rt-estimates/index.html


1. Emerging Threats
New COVID-19 Variant Detected in Brazil

Stratus (XFG or XFG.3) “Frankenstein”
• WHO variant under monitoring (VUM)
• Descendent of Omicron variant
• More transmissible
• No evidence of more severe symptoms or higher hospitalization/mortality rates

Stratus Symptoms
• UNIQUE SYMPTOM: Hoarseness (including partial or complete loss of voice)
• Sore throat, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, dyspepsia

Numerous Changes at Federal Level
• What just happened? Kristen Panthagani, MD, PhD

• Summary of first 6-months (published July 21, 2025)
• Independent Academic Centers

• CIDRAP Vaccine Integrity Project (Michael Osterholm, PhD, MPH)
• Brown University SPH The Pandemic Center (Tracking Report)

https://www.youcanknowthings.com/what-just-happened/?ref=you-can-know-things-newsletter
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/vaccine-integrity-project
https://pandemics.sph.brown.edu/
https://mailchi.mp/messages/pandemic-center-tracking-report-12768222


2. Prehospital Blood

July 21 MAC Meeting Special Presentation
• Expert speakers
• Interactive discussion
• >50 attendees from diverse cross-section of EMS system partners



DISTINGUISHED GUEST SPEAKERS

JOHN HOLCOMB, MD,
FACS, COL (RET)JON KROHMER, MD MATTHEW ANGELIDIS, MD

National Perspective Trauma Physician Perspective EM / EMS Physician Perspective



INVITED PARTICIPANTS

Trauma Medical Directors
• Walter Biffl, Scripps Memorial Hospital La Jolla
• Diane Wintz, Sharp Memorial Hospital
• John Steele, Palomar Medical Center Escondido
• Ignacio Romero, Rady Children’s Hospital
• Laura Haines, UCSD Medical Center Hillcrest
• Vishal Bansal, Scripps Mercy Hospital San Diego

Trauma Program Managers
• Anthony Chiatello, Scripps Memorial Hospital La Jolla
• Jennifer Hites, Sharp Memorial Hospital
• Zachary Heinemann, Palomar Medical Center Escondido
• Matthew Derkrikorian, Rady Children’s Hospital
• Angela Kilty, UCSD Medical Center Hillcrest
• Katy Goss, Scripps Mercy Hospital San Diego

San Diego County Leadership
• Jeff Collins, Director
• Kristi Koenig, Medical Director
• Andrew Parr, EMS Administrator
• David Duncan, LEMSA Medical Consultant
• Jennifer Tuteur, Chief Medical Officer
• Sayone Thihalolipavan, Public Health Officer

EMS Agency Medical Directors
• Christopher Kahn, San Diego Fire-Rescue
• Joelle Donofrio-Odmann, San Diego Fire-Rescue
• Gary Vilke, North Zone
• Brad Schwartz, Central Zone
• Scott Kunkel, Coronado Fire Department



INVITED PARTICIPANTS

California Paramedic Association Committee Chair
• Don Sullivan, American Medical Response

Ambulance Association of San Diego County Chair
• Claudia Rempel, Premier Ambulance

Air Ambulances
• Christian Sloane, Medical Director, Mercy Air

San Diego County Fire Chiefs Association – EMS Section Chair
• Jonathan Jordan, Lakeside Fire Protection District

Base Hospital Medical Directors
• Eric Barroso, Scripps Memorial Hospital La Jolla
• Saul Levine, Sharp Memorial Hospital
• Veer Vithalani, Palomar Medical Center Escondido
• Jennifer Farah, UCSD Medical Center Hillcrest
• Chad Bernhardt, Scripps Mercy Hospital San Diego
• Steve Weinstein, Sharp Grossmont Hospital
• Ryan Luevanos, Tri-City Medical Center

Base Hospital Nurse Coordinators Chair
• Brian Covell, Scripps Mercy Hospital San Diego

Hospital Association of San Diego & Imperial Counties
• Caryn Sumek, Vice President

Los Angeles County
• Nichole Bosson, Medical Director, Los Angeles County 

EMS Agency
• Marianne Gausche-Hill, Executive Director, Lundquist 

Institute 

Military Medicine
• Brian Ferguson, LCDR, Navy and Marine Corps

Jehovah's Witness Hospital Liaison Committee
• Doug Levine

San Diego Blood Bank
• Mark Edmunds, Chief Medical Officer

County of San Diego EMS Team
Selected Additional Subject Matter Experts



3. Trauma System Dashboard
                  Now Live!

County of San Diego Trauma System

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/ems/trauma_system.html


4. Opioid Epidemic Mitigation
Prehospital Buprenorphine

• Pilot program under  “Local Optional Scope of Practice” 
(LOSOP) authorization from State EMS Authority

• Few buprenorphine administrations

• EMS Medical Director’s Advisory Committee
• Dr. Gene Hern



4. Opioid Epidemic Mitigation
Prehospital Buprenorphine Poll Results          Memo 

Prehospital buprenorphine should be available in San Diego County
      46% (June)                                 58% (July pre)             71% (July post)

My agency/organization would like to participate in a prehospital buprenorphine program
                 30% (June)           32% (July pre)            48% (July post)



5A. Cardiac Resuscitation Initiatives
Revive & Survive San Diego

Partnership between County of
San Diego EMS and UC San Diego SPH

Goal: One Million

557,348 trained
since January 2024

revivesurvive.ucsd.edu

https://revivesurvive.ucsd.edu/


5B. Cardiac Resuscitation Initiatives
Extracorporeal Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (ECPR) Pilot Program
Two-year anniversary, July 1, 2025

Implementation of a Regional Emergency Physician-Initiated Extracorporeal Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation System

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/ems/ecpr-pilot-program.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0196064425003890


Questions?
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