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July 11, 2025 
Regular Meeting  

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM 
 

Vice Chair Idara Ogunsaju: Meeting was called to order at 12:09 PM. 
 
Agenda item #1 – Commissioner Roll Call: 
Members Present In-person:  
Mary Davis Kimberly Keen 
Idara Ogunsaju Monica Martinez 
Kelly Jenkins-Pultz Amy Nantkes 

 
Members Absent:  
Kristine Custodio Suero Lauren Welty 
Vernita Gutierrez Rohida Khan 

 
Agenda item #2 – Approval of Minutes:   
Commissioner (Comm.) Davis motions to approve minutes. Seconded by Vice-Chair (VC) Jenkins-Pultz. 
Comm. Martinez abstained, all others in favor of motion. Motion passed. 
 
Agenda item #3 – Public Comments:  
No public comments. 
 
Agenda item #4 – Committee Reports: 

a. Civic Engagement: VC Jenkins-Pultz provided update on the County of San Diego Office of Child 
Support’s invitation to attend their Super Saturday event, August 9th in the morning, Kearny Mesa 
area. VC Jenkins-Pultz will table event, invites other commissioners to join her in this outreach. 
Considering doing a Women’s Equality Day Proclamation, if anyone has any past experience doing 
proclamations, please reach out to her. Looking at applications that are pending to the Commission 

http://www.sdstatusofwomenandgirls.org/
mailto:CSWG@sdcounty.ca.gov


and reviewing how to act on them. 
Q: Comm. Nantkes – If you would like to volunteer to Super Saturday event, but are not apart of the 
commission what are next steps? 
A: VC Jenkins-Pultz can provide email with details, or asks that you show up to event/table. 
Welcomes you to bring any other resources that you’d like to share to this event. 

b. Governance: No report out. 
c. Policy: VC Ogunsaju shared that the committee met on drafting statements in general and specifically 

on Immigration and where help is warranted. Continued support to organizations and groups that 
support these efforts doesn’t require the Commission to make a statement. If in future as things arise, 
if we want to gather more information we can bring to the Commission and solicit from the group to 
share other resources. Next meeting in August. 

d. Executive: VC Ogunsaju stated this meeting generally meets prior to this main meeting, with next 
meeting to be scheduled between now and August meeting with report out occurring then. 
 

Old Business:  
Agenda item #5 – Initiative Updates and Liaison Reports: 

a. CEDAW Advisor: Comm. Nantkes for Parisa Ijadi-Maghsoodi, appreciates the work with Office of 
Equity and Racial Justice (OERJ) that are continuing to answer questions regarding data for each 
program and service. Shared data tracker spreadsheet (as example), asks for public input. 

b. CEDAW Rising: Comm. Nantkes shared what CEDAW Rising is, anyone can be apart of the 
committee, public including the public. Learn more at CEDAWRising.org. Requests to complete 
survey if you attended last meeting. No date for next meeting. Currently in process of developing an 
online system where judications can do information sharing and input their own CEDAW efforts that 
are underway. More substantive information sharing. 70 people attended the first convening from all 
over U.S. 
 

Agenda item #6 – Strategic Planning – Process Discussion: Information gathering for 
recommendations/position statements. 
VC Ogunsaju reiterated what she shared for the Policy committee, #4c. Also stated that they identified three 
things in wanting to follow-up on issues that are impacting women in general and in support of the overall 
well-being of women and girls in the county. 

1. Identify and share information resources within the community 
2. Support and promote local agencies that are already doing the work. 
3. Attending [Board of] Supervisor meetings to remain informed on ongoing issues and perspectives on 

the topics. 
 
New Business 
Agenda item # 7 – Guest speaker: Lori Saldana  
Provided a brief introduction on herself. Presented a slideshow (attached). 
Q: VC Ogunsaju – Do we have information on what practices they put in places that made it such that they 
were able to address the backlog? 
A: They allocated additional funding, a policy choice… had pressure from nonprofits and people from the 
community. San Diego has not generated that level, unfortunately.  
Q: VC Ogunsaju – What is current backlog [in San Diego]? 
A: At Public Safety Committee in May, they claim they have cleared all their kits and have no backlog. They 
will not get certain funding if they don’t comply. 540 matches have been made on CODIS, but follow-up and 
charges need to come from County DA and not City Attorney office. 
Q: Comm. Martinez: Any deadlines required? 
A: Not aware of any audit requirements, only compliance. That is a step we are looking at, how do we track 
compliance? It takes people asking questions and requesting audits and showing us numbers because 
otherwise we wouldn’t have known about matches or backlog. 
Q: Comm. Martinez: When you say it is not a funding issue, but it’s a choice… is there anything that was 
shared as to why that was not a choice? 
A: For years advocates have pushed back for all these reasons, we understand people are hesitant to report, 
but it doesn’t serve public safety or criminal justice if we don’t identify and hold them accountable. 
Q: Comm. Nantkes: What is the conversation between the County and City as far as when rape kits are 
procured? 



A; They have their own distinct crime labs, once completed they have to be referred for prosecution. 
Someone from those offices would be great to come in and answer or to have a whole presentation on what 
next steps are after rape kits are completed. 
Q: Comm. Nantkes: You mentioned private crime lab? 
A: No, there is a private lab that developed DNA testing method that is much more detailed. Local company 
received a $1,000,000 grant from DA office. 
Q: Comm. Nantkes: 1. Is funding going to continue to be a priority for the County? 2. The DA, will those 
prosecutions go forward? 3. What are the results that are being founded? 4. How are we protecting the 
immigrant population? 
A: That is a great summary, I gave a chronology of how we got here. How do we do a better job at protecting 
public safety? Vulnerable residents who maybe at greater risk because of the current immigration situation. 
 
VC Ogunsaju thanked Ms. Saldana for her presentation, and plans to reach out again to touch base again, 
perhaps in October. Comm. Martinez suggests perhaps following up with County and/or City like Ms. 
Saldana suggested for them to present. VC Ogunsaju says: how can we respond to the issues that have been 
addressed? It is the what and the why and what action we can take. 
 
Agenda item #8 – Commissioner Round Table and Upcoming Events 
VC Ogunsaju shared that the Civic Engagement Committee is meeting after this meeting to discuss upcoming 
events and guest speakers to present.  She also attended D4 Grants Workshop, learned processes How well is 
it serving the people of that district? That is how they will base funding. Our Commission can apply, a 
protentional source of funding. Website update: Will be moving from current location to FG3 on the County 
website. 
 
Agenda item #10 – ADJOURNED: This meeting is closed at 12:57 PM. 
 
Information Items: 

• 2025 Meetings: August 1st, September 5th, October 3rd, November 7th, December 5th  
 
NOTE: The Commission on the Status of Women and Girls jurisdiction is established by action of the Board of Supervisors as follows: 
The Board of Supervisors of the County of San Diego declares that it is the policy of the County to take action to identify needs and 
problems of women in the County that are affected by public policy decisions; and furthermore, to eliminate the practice of discrimination 
and prejudice on the basis of sex within the County. In order to promote this policy and to provide an open forum for discussion and action, 
there is hereby established a San Diego County Commission on the Status of Women in the Chief Administrative Office. County Code 
of Administrative Ordinances, Section 85. 



20 years & 1000s of 
UNTESTED Sexual 
Assault Evidence Kits 
(SAEKS) in the 
San Diego
Police Department  
Crime Lab



2014: First 
State Audit of 
backlogged
Sexual Assault 
Evidence kits 
in California:
50% untested



2014: First 
State Audit of 
backlogged 
Sexual Assault 
Evidence kits: 
50% untested

� The audit looked at San Diego, 
Sacramento and Oakland – and found the 
agencies tested less than half of the kits 
they collected.
�After that audit, San Diego stood by its 

decision not to automatically test all kits, 
while the other two cities changed their 
practices.



2015: 
2,800 Rape 
Kits identified 
as Untested in 
San Diego



2015: 
2,800 Rape 
Kits identified 
as Untested in 
San Diego

� ”The 2800 cases represent 25 years of rape kits 
that have been collected in sexual assault cases 
which were not forwarded to our crime 
laboratory for analysis.”- Scott Wahl

�A recent audit suggested 
that California legislators should set a two-year 
deadline for the kits to be tested.

� In San Diego, the evidence dates back to the 
early 1990s.

http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/California-Audit-Calls-for-Better-Use-of-Rape-Kits-278741201.html


2016: 
“SDPD has said 
it has about 
2,400 rape kits 
that have not 
been sent to the 
crime lab to get 
analyzed.”-
KPBS



2016: inAlameda 
County: 
“Of the first 319 kits tested 
using funds from a federal 
grant — kits that had 
previously been shelved —
124 yielded profiles that 
were uploaded to CODIS 
and 55 of those profiles 
resulted in a “hit,” meaning 
a match to a known 
offender.”



2016-17:
Los Angeles, 
Detroit & New 
York clear their 
backlog of 
SAKS. 
San Diego 
does not.



2017: “The total 
of untested rape 
kits held by the 
city of San Diego 
is approaching 
2,900, and each 
one should be 
examined”- City 
Attorney Mara 
Elliott 



2020 Audit: “The 
San Diego Police 
Department has 
more untested 
rape kits than 
any other law 
enforcement 
agency in the 
state.”



2021-25: 
Pushing for 
Progress in 
California 

� California has achieved five of six pillars of rape kit reform. To 
reach comprehensive rape kit reform, the state must mandate 
the testing of previously untested kits.- EndTheBacklog.org

� A crime lab has 120 days to process sexual assault evidence and 
upload qualifying profiles to CODIS or 30 days to transmit the 
evidence to another lab.

� Under California Civil Procedure Code § 340.16, adult victims of 
sexual abuse and assault can file a lawsuit within 10 years of the 
incident. Alternatively, they may file within three years of 
discovering an injury or illness caused by the assault.



New Law: 
Agencies must 
Preserve
SAEKs, Audit
untested 
evidence

� Bill: Enacted

� SB464 enacted in California In 2023, legislators in California 
enacted SB464. This bill requires all law enforcement agencies, 
medical facilities, crime laboratories, and any other facilities that 
receive, maintain, store, or preserve sexual assault evidence kits to 
conduct an audit of all untested sexual assault evidence kits in 
their possession. With this new inventory, we will have a better 
understanding of the extent of the backlog in the state.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB464


After one 
February 2024 
assault: It took 
a survivor in 
San Diego
7 months to 
get their  
results.



Sources of 
information 
shown in 
previous slides

� State Audit: https://information.auditor.ca.gov/pdfs/reports/2014-109.pdf

� https://voiceofsandiego.org/2016/09/08/sdpd-doubles-decision-leave-
rape-kits-untested/

� https://www.kpbs.org/news/2016/sep/13/why-rape-kits-go-untested-san-
diego/

� https://www.kpbs.org/news/2017/04/25/city-attorney-calls-for-san-diego-
to-tackle 

� https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/2800-rape-kits-sit-untested-in-
san-diego/113041/

� https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/over-2500-untested-rape-kits-held-
by-the-city-of-san-diego/509-e14b7706-e164-496a-9842-980f0da1c8ed

� https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/2023/10/28/san-diego-police-
expect-to-clear-backlog-of-rape-kits-by-end-of-the-year-2/

� Image of tracking data from SAKS app

https://voiceofsandiego.org/2016/09/08/sdpd-doubles-decision-leave-rape-kits-untested/
https://voiceofsandiego.org/2016/09/08/sdpd-doubles-decision-leave-rape-kits-untested/
https://www.kpbs.org/news/2016/sep/13/why-rape-kits-go-untested-san-diego/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/2800-rape-kits-sit-untested-in-san-diego/113041/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/2800-rape-kits-sit-untested-in-san-diego/113041/
https://www.cbs8.com/article/news/over-2500-untested-rape-kits-held-by-the-city-of-san-diego/509-e14b7706-e164-496a-9842-980f0da1c8ed
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/2023/10/28/san-diego-police-expect-to-clear-backlog-of-rape-kits-by-end-of-the-year-2/


Next: A survivor 
discusses their 
experience  after 
an  assault & 
SAEK exam in 
San Diego
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