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TEL:  858-495-5566    SD-CO-Public Wi-Fi 
EMAIL: Jana.Jordan@sdcounty.ca.gov 

5560 Overland Avenue, Third Floor 
San Diego, CA 92123  |  MS  W- 433 LIVEWELLSD.ORG 

Advisory Council for Aging & Independence Services 
HOUSING SUBCOMMITTEE 

July 22, 2021 | 12:00 PM 

Virtual Meeting 

Call in: (669) 900-9128  
Meeting ID: 992 7740 6331 

Passcode: 287715 

Click here to join meeting 

Members of the public who wish to speak to an agenda item may call 858-495-5566 before the meeting 
and provide the last four digits of their phone number and the agenda item they wish to speak to.

AGENDA *Attachment

1. Call to Order: Paul Ling, Chair

a. Welcome & Guest/Member Introductions
b. Confirmation of quorum (quorum = 4)

2. Standard Business:

a. Public Comment/Announcements:  Members or non-members
b. Approval of 7/1/2021 Meeting Minutes (Action)*

3. Guest Speaker: Kimberly Pearce, Adult Protective Services Program Manager

4. Subcommittee Goal Discussion*

5. Next Meeting: September 23, 2021 at 12:00pm

6. Adjournment

This meeting is public, and the location is ADA accessible.  
If you are planning to attend and need special accommodations,  

please call (858) 495-5885 at least three days in advance of the meeting. 

Supporting documentation and attachments for items listed on this agenda may be  
viewed at Aging & Independence Services, 5560 Overland Avenue, Suite 310, San Diego, CA 92123, 

or received by calling (858) 495-5885. 

https://zoom.us/j/99277406331?pwd=WUF6S0NZenl0SFBpcVNuN0o4d0tyQT09
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Advisory Council for Aging & Independence Services 

Housing Subcommittee  
July 1, 2021| 12:00 pm 

Call in: 1(669)900-9128 
Meeting ID: 925 6338 9769 

Passcode: 936038 
 

MINUTES  
 

 Members Absent Members Guests 

Attendance: Paul Ling, Chair 
Shirley King, Acting Recording Secretary 
Lorelei Taylor 
Faye Detsky-Weil 
Molly Nocon 

Paula Saracen, Secretary Robin Strick-
land, Elder-
Help 
rstrick-
land@elder-
help 
ofsandi-
ego.org 
Kathy Toon, 
Public 

Staff 

 

Item Outcome 
1. Call to Order Paul Ling, Chair, 12:07 pm 

a. Welcome & Guest/Member Introduction - new member Molly Nocon 
b. Confirmation of quorum (4): (quorum achieved) 

2. Standard Business a. Public Comments/Announcements: Members or non-members: 1) Kathy Toon, 
member of the public and resident of Oceanside; 2) Robin Strickland, Elder-
Help of San Diego discussing its Home Share Program, 25 years old, which is 
funded to serve the City of San Diego, Poway and Vista. Serving as roommate 
matching for affordable housing to all ages of adults with emphasis on the 
older adult.  Providers in the service area and seekers apply, and Home Share 
offers a rigorous vetting process.  This is not a rapid housing program, but one 
that aims to be long-term filling a need for a provider to have extra rental in-
come, services, companionship but not personal care; the seeker gains an af-
fordable dwelling. Home Share follows the matches for the duration. Seeker 
applications outnumber providers. Home Share seeks to expand throughout 
the County. Owners of ADU’s are stepping forward to apply for seekers. 

b. Approval of 5/27/21 Meeting Minutes (Action) Motioned by Lorelei Taylor; Se-
conded by Shirley King. Unanimous. 

http://ofsandiego.org/
http://ofsandiego.org/
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3. Subcommittee Goal 
Discussion 

• Lorelei Taylor notes that the concept of ‘home share’ can be interpreted to in-
clude other structures on an owner’s property such as ADU’s, granny flats or 
home exchange where a senior moves to a smaller unit on the property while 
adult family members move into a main house - all with a goal to age in place. 
Lorelei describes the co-housing concept that is not akin to the ‘Village’ move-
ment.  She envisions its possibility in San Diego in either an undeveloped 
land area or an area with aging modular residences already with essential 
services established. A co-housing community offers individual residences 
with co-operative amenities.  She shares the website of the Canadian co-
housing membership. https://www.cohousing.ca/about/ 

• Shirley King introduces national and local data about the number of grandpar-
ents housing their grandchildren.  The 2018 Census indicates 8.3 million 

• children live with grandparents.  The housing challenges for these seniors in-
clude lack of adequate room; home improvements needed; violations with 
rental and seniors-only housing restrictions when children are in the home. 

• Paul Ling recommends including Universities as research sources especially 
local programs such as the Gerontology Master’s program at SDSU. 

 Paul suggests seeking more information from possible partners with AIS stakeholders:  
• academia - college urban planning departments; 
• policy partners - those who are working on same/similar issues; 
• practitioners - those who people actively engaged; 
• beneficiaries - those will benefit from our work; 
• resource partners - those who will provide money, resources, technical help; 
• public sector - government, education; 
• private sectors - business, media, investors, funders; 
• voluntary sectors - faith-based, nonprofits; 
• informal sector - relatives, neighbors, interest groups. 

4.    Next Meeting Thursday, July 22, 2021, 12:00 - 1:30 pm 

5. Adjournment Meeting Adjourned: 1:24 pm 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted by Shirley King  
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FACT SHEET

California’s Older Low-Income Renters 
Face Unaffordable Rents, Driving Housing 
Instability & Homelessness

JULY 2021

INTRODUCTION
Regardless of economic status or where we live, we should all be able to live and age in accessible, affordable, age-
friendly housing in our communities. Yet, older, low-income renters are at the center of California’s rent affordability 
crisis, with Black older renters most likely to struggle with rent unaffordability. Rental cost burdens (paying more 
than 30% of income for housing) and severe cost burdens (paying more than 50%) are high among all Californians, 
with older renters who are lower income more likely to face significant rental cost burdens. 

Extremely Low-income1 (ELI) renters are most likely to be rental cost-burdened and severely cost-burdened, and 
Black seniors are disproportionately ELI renters. Many older Californians living on low, fixed incomes are being 
forced to choose between paying rent, eating, or buying medications. 

Older adults represent the fastest growing age group of the homeless population in California and in many parts of 
the United States. Nearly half of all homeless people in the United States are 50 or older, and nearly half of them 
became homeless for the first time after age 50. Older Black Californians are overrepresented in those individuals 
experiencing homelessness, even when accounting for differential poverty rates. Although Black Californians make 
up 5.6% of the state’s population, they represent 31% of those accessing homeless services. The primary drivers 
of the surge in older adult homelessness in California are unsustainable rent burdens and an inadequate supply of 
affordable, accessible, and stable housing. 

1 ELI households have income below 30% of the Area Median Income (AMI) or the Federal Poverty Level, whichever is greater. In 
2021, 30% of the AMI in Los Angeles County is $24,850 annually for a single individual and $28,400 for a two-person household.
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Source: CA age 55+ 
accessing homeless 
services, 2017 to 2020, 
available at: https://www.
bcsh.ca.gov/hcfc/hdis/
demographics.html.

CALIFORNIA RENTERS 
ARE MORE LIKELY 
TO BE RENTAL COST-
BURDENED AS 
THEY AGE
A higher proportion of California’s older renters 
spend an oversized share of their income on rent 
than the population as a whole. Underscoring 
the nexus between income and rent affordability, 
California’s older renters are more likely to be 
rental cost-burdened because they have lower 
incomes than the population overall. Additionally, 
as older renters age, they face an increased 
likelihood that they have depleted their savings or 
lost a spouse, resulting in older renter households 
age 75+ facing even higher cost burdens than 
households age 62+.
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Source: NLIHC tabulations of 2014-2019 American 
Community Survey data.

https://www.bcsh.ca.gov/hcfc/hdis/demographics.html
https://www.bcsh.ca.gov/hcfc/hdis/demographics.html
https://www.bcsh.ca.gov/hcfc/hdis/demographics.html
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CALIFORNIA’S BLACK RENTERS ARE AT HIGHER 
RISK OF RENT UNAFFORDABILITY

Cost-Burdened and Severely Cost-
Burdened Older Renter Households 
(62+) by Race/Ethnicity

Source: NLIHC tabulations of 2014-2019 American 
Community Survey data.

California’s Black renters of all ages are more likely 
than white renters to be cost burdened, and this racial 
disparity continues for older Black renters. 

California’s extremely low-income renters of all 
ages face unsustainable cost burdens. Regardless 
of age, California’s lowest income renters are much 
more likely to spend a higher share of their income 
on rent. Almost nine out of ten (88%) of Extremely 
Low Income (ELI) renters are cost-burdened, and 
three out of four (75%) are severely rental cost-
burdened. This high rate of rent unaffordability 
disproportionately impacts seniors and disabled 
persons, who make up 48% of all ELI renters in 
the U.S. 

Seniors trying to afford rent on their SSI grants are 
in dire financial straits. In 2020, the maximum 
SSI grant in California for one person living alone 
was $944/month. The fair market value of a studio 
apartment in all 58 California counties was more 
than 50% of the SSI grant, and in 22 counties, it 
exceeded the maximum SSI grant.

Racial disparities also exist among ELI renters. Older adult households of color with at least one householder 
62+ are more likely to be ELI renters when compared to white older adult renters in the same age group. Asian older 
adult households with at least one householder 75+ are more likely to be ELI renters when compared to older adult 
renters of other races or ethnicities in the same age group.
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https://reports.nlihc.org/sites/default/files/gap/Gap-Report_2021.pdf
https://reports.nlihc.org/sites/default/files/gap/Gap-Report_2021.pdf
https://reports.nlihc.org/sites/default/files/gap/Gap-Report_2021.pdf
https://calbudgetcenter.org/resources/ssi-ssp-grants-are-no-match-for-californias-housing-costs/
https://calbudgetcenter.org/resources/ssi-ssp-grants-are-no-match-for-californias-housing-costs/
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While the data in this fact sheet reflects rent burdens in 2019, housing instability of older renters has worsened 
during the pandemic. According to the U.S. Census Household Pulse Survey, as of May 2021, there were 91,887 
Californians 65+ who were not caught up on rent and 4,057 older adults 65+ who were very likely or somewhat 
likely to be evicted within the next two months.  

California has a Master Plan for Aging whose first goal is Housing for All Stages & Ages. If we address rental 
cost burdens while making significant investments in deeply affordable and accessible housing, we can ensure that 
older Californians can continue to age in their homes and in their communities, and close to neighbors, friends, 
and family.

Read Justice in Aging’s national Issue Brief on how Low-Income Older Adults Face 
Unaffordable Rents, Driving Housing Instability and Homelessness.

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/household-pulse-survey/data.html
https://mpa.aging.ca.gov/Goals/1/
https://justiceinaging.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Older-Adults-Rental-Housing-Burdens.pdf?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=b5e4fc11-e79b-4ec9-b0d0-de9783fb26cd
https://justiceinaging.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Older-Adults-Rental-Housing-Burdens.pdf?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=b5e4fc11-e79b-4ec9-b0d0-de9783fb26cd

	_Agenda_7-22-21_Housing Subcommittee
	{2.b} MINUTES_Housing_2021-07-01 DRAFT)
	Advisory Council for Aging & Independence ServicesHousing Subcommittee 
	July 1, 2021| 12:00 pm
	MINUTES 
	Members
	Attendance:


	CA-Older-Renters-Fact-Sheet

