
SAN DIEGO COUNTY 

VETERANS ADIVISORY COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

San Diego County Veterans Service Office 

5560 Overland Avenue, Suite 310, San Diego CA  92123 

August 12, 2017 

 

Meeting Held at the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center in Balboa Park (VMMC) 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT 

Nancy Owen, Member-at-Large; Anthony Stewart, District 1; Ted Kagan, District 2; Helen Horvath, 

Member at Large; Michael Robledo, District 5; Benjamin Dillingham III, Member-at-Large 

MEMBERS ABSENT 

Laurie Martell, District 3 (E); John Weaver, District 4 (E) 

 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Wilfred Quintong, Director of the Office of Military & Veterans Affairs, County of San Diego; Seth 

Senecal, Postgraduate student; Homero Carrillo, visitor. 

 

1. Call to Order 

Meeting called to order Michael Robledo, Chair 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance  

 

3. Introductions/Public  

 

4. Approval of Minutes Previous Meeting 

There was a motion to approve the minutes of July, seconded by Ben Dillingham, and passed by 

all. 

 

5. Chairman’s Report 

Michael Robledo opened nominations and elections for chair, Vice-chair and Secretary. 

 

Helen Horvath volunteered for Chair; Ted Kagan volunteered for Vice-Chair; Nancy Owen 

volunteered for Secretary 

 

Anthony Stewart motioned for all candidates to cast a ballot for unopposed candidates, Ben 

Dillingham seconded and was passed by all. 

 

 Helen Horvath elected for VAC Chair 

 Ted Kagan elected for Vice-Chair 

 Nancy Owen elected for  Secretary 



 

Helen Horvath conducted the rest of the meeting as chair and said if any of the VAC members want to add 

an item to the Agenda, email Susie Dusso, and cc her to add it. 

 

Legislative 

Nancy Owens spoke about the Rocky Chavez bill AB 172, Public postsecondary education:  residency: 

dependents of armed forces members.  This bill passed and was signed by Gov. Jerry Brown last week, 

giving in state tuition for designated dependents of transferred and retired members of the armed forces.   

 

Helen Horvath, Chair, spoke about AB 242, Coroners Reports: Veterans: Suicide; AB 153, Military Fraud; 

Stolen Valor; AB 296 Task Force; Health of Women Veterans; AB 386 Legal Services for Deported 

Veterans.  All were discussed and were tabled for next month for review.   

 

Anthony Stewart made a motion to establish a Legislative committee and it was second by Michael Robledo 

and passed by all.  Anthony Stewart volunteered to be the legislative Representative anyone that has input, 

send it to him. 

 

Anthony Stewart will get more information AB 386 Legal Services for Deported Veteran regarding the 

funding of this bill. 

 

 Michael Robledo made a motion to support the California Association of County Veterans Service 

Officers Important Legislation dated July, 28 2017 (Attachment A), except AB 386, motion was 

not supported. 

 

 Helen Horvath spoke about AB 363 Drivers License:  veteran designation.  It is to waive the fee 

for veterans that meet income requirements or homeless.  There was discussion and Wil Quintong 

advised the board that OMVA is the only office that can give veterans the certified form to get the 

veterans designation from DMV.  Michael Robledo made a motion to support AB 363, seconded 

by Helen Horvath and supported by all.   

 

One VA Community Advocacy Board (VA CAB) 

 Helen Horvath attended the One VA. 

 Legislation passed that will hold VA employees more accountable if they are not adhering to 

personnel regulation rules.  Poor performance, if not improved, could lead to employment 

termination. 

 No more open spaces at Rosecrans cemetery.   

 

Helen asked if Ted Kagan and Nancy Owen will like to alternate going to the One VA and they both agreed. 

 

Chula Vista Veterans Home (CVVH) 

Nancy Owen stated that Virgil Whitehead was recognized by the City Council of Chula Vista for his work 

on the Board.  He received a proclamation on Behalf of Mayor Mary Salas at the Chula Vista City Council 

Meeting on July 25, 2017. 

   



Next CVVH meeting will be on September 14, 2017. 

 

United Veterans Council (UVC) 

No update.   

UVC meets the fourth Saturday of each month at 9:30 a.m. in the Veterans Museum & Memorial.  Meeting 

is open to all. 

 

Office of Military & Veterans Affairs (OMVA) 

Wilfred Quintong gave the OMVA updates: 

 

 Planning continues for the October 13 Women’s Veterans Forum which will be held at SDSU’s 

Montezuma Hall.  It is all day event.  There are 2 keynote speakers, Combat veteran and Purple 

Heart recipient, Air Force pilot Mary Jennings Hegar and retired Marine Corps General Angie 

Salinas, the 1st woman to command Marine Corps Recruit Depot and 1st Hispanic female General 

Officer in the USMC.  This Forum is not for just females, all veterans are encouraged to attend.  

Breakfast and lunch will be served.  Wil encouraged VAC members to attend.   

 The County is also looking into opening up another Vet Connect in the District Attorney office in 

National City.   

 There will be another County Live Well Center in Oceanside and plans for another Military Veterans 

Resource Center with OMVA staff.  Estimated opening for that office end of 2018. 

 Once the Borrego Springs Library is open we are looking into having a Veteran Service 

Representative to rotate once a month or so to service the veteran community there. 

 Valley Center Library ribbon cutting for the Vet Connect program was held last month.  Supervisor 

Bill Horn attended. 

 The OMVA has processed over 6000 college fee waivers this year.  There are eligibility 

requirements for the student to qualify for this State program.   

 September USC is hosting the State of the American Veteran’s Conference at the Biltmore Hotel 

Los Angeles.  Wilfred Quintong, Ray Flores and 2 Veteran Services Representatives will be 

attending. 

 

San Diego Veterans Coalition (SDVC) 

Wil Quintong informed the SDVC is partnering with SDSU in helping with the Women Veteran’s Forum. 

 

6. Community Reports 

Ben Dillingham mentioned Chip Dykes, Commander of the Vista Post 365 of the American Legion, 

prior VAC Chair, was picked as Legionnaire of the Year representing one of the largest veteran 

groups in the country.  Also, he heard from Steve Arends, prior VAC member, doing well and he 

is trying to replicate the Veterans Services in Tennessee.   

 

Michael spoke about an incident or encountered with an active duty military that appeared to be 

crying and having a PTSD episode.  Discussion about the contact numbers in case of an emergency 

like this one.   Contact your local police, Psychiatric Emergency Response Team (PERT) and the 

Veterans Crisis Line 800 273-8255.   

 



7. Unfinished Business 

Review of the VAC bylaws:  

 Reviewed bylaws, duties of members.  Discussion on recommendation for updates to the 

bylaws.  The version on hand is from 1988 (Attachment B).  Anthony Stewart motioned to 

table discussion to next VAC meeting to research if newer by laws are available, Michael 

Robledo second the motion and was passed by all. 

 VAC seat 10; Admiral Betancourt is retired.  His term is only valid until he leaves 

command.  Helen wants to get VAC thoughts on filling the seat with a Marine or a Navy.  

Helen spoke with the Board and stated recommendations need to be made for the seat to 

be filled.  Michael Robledo made a motion to table the discussion until the next VAC 

meeting regarding Seat 10.  Anthon Stewart second the motion and passed by all. 

 

 New Business 

Recruiting Interns for projects 

VAC Memberships  

 

8. Closing Remarks 

No closing remarks. 

 

9. Adjourned 

11:06 am 

 

hd 


