SAN DIEGO COUNTY
VETERANS ADIVISORY COUNCIL MINUTES

San Diego County Veterans Service Office
5560 Overland Avenue, Suite 310, San Diego CA 92123
September 9, 2017

Meeting Held at the Veterans Museum and Memorial Center in Balboa Park (VMMC)

MEMBERS PRESENT
Nancy Owen, Member-at-Large; Ted Kagan, District 2; Laurie Martell, District 3; John Weaver, District
4; Helen Horvath, Member at Large;

MEMBERS ABSENT
Anthony Stewart, District 1 (E); Danny Foster, Member-at-Large (resigned); Michael Robledo, District 5
(resigned); Benjamin Dillingham 111, Member-at-Large (resigned),

OTHERS PRESENT
Wilfred Quintong, Director of the Office of Military & Veterans Affairs, County of San Diego

1. Call to Order
Meeting called to order by Helen Horvath, Chair

2. Pledge of Allegiance
Led by Ted Kagan

3. Introductions/Public

4. Approval of Minutes Previous Meeting
There was a motion to approve the minutes of August, motion to pass as it, seconded by Nancy
Owen and passed by all.

5. Chairman’s Report
Helen attended the Mental Health Summit on September 8 at the VA Medical Center. Will be a
discussion under new business.

Legislative

Anthony Stewart emailed the Legislative Report (Attachment A)

VAC is to review and discuss at the next meeting.

Anthony Stewart will have a presentation at the next VAC meeting in regards to this report.

One VA
Helen attended the meeting and wrote up a 9 key point list (Attachment B)



Helen went over each point and discussed with VAC.

Nancy spoke about Wreaths across America and stated that many organization support this cause. Also,
volunteers are needed to put those in place. For more information on how to participate, go online at
www.waasandiego.com. The date for placement of the wreaths is December 16, 2017.

Chula Vista Veterans Home (CVVH)
Nancy said the next CVVH meeting is September 14. No updates to report.

United Veterans Council (UVC)

No updates

UVC meets the fourth Saturday of each month at 9:30 a.m. in the Veterans Museum & Memorial. Meeting
is open to all.

Office of Military & Veterans Affairs (OMVA)
Wilfred Quintong gave the OMVA updates:

e The county is busy with the “Job Action” and the SEIU did not accept the contract and a possible
strike is happening. Wil just got an email this morning that the strike was called off and there may
be a tentative agreement.

e The County is looking at the Fallbrook library for Vet Connect services.

e OMVA is putting a new publication. It is an insert added to the UT paper. Helen suggested adding
to social media and the UT online. Wil Quintong will look into that.

e Planning continues for the October 13 Women’s Veterans Forum which will be held at SDSU’s
Montezuma Hall. It is all day event. There are 2 keynote speakers, Combat veteran and Purple
Heart recipient, Air Force pilot Mary Jennings Hegar and retired Marine Corps General Angie
Salinas, the 1% woman to command Marine Corps Recruit Depot and 1% Hispanic female General
Officer in the USMC. This Forum is not for just females, all veterans are encouraged to attend.
Breakfast and lunch will be served. Wil encouraged VAC members to attend. The invite was sent
out by Susie Dusso to all VAC members.

e CACVSO/Cal vet Fall Professional Conference will be in October. Wil Quintong and 2 other staff
members are attending.

o Cal vet fee tuition fee waivers season is slowing down. About 8000 waivers were issued so far from
April to date by the County of San Diego OMVA.

San Diego Veterans Coalition (SDVC)

Helen spoke to Jude Litzenberger, President for the SDVC, about sending representation to the VAC
meetings. She was advised to talk to Ray Flores. Wil will follow up with Ray Flores. Helen asked to table
any information from SDVC for next month since there is no representation at this meeting.

6. Community Reports
Helen Horvath spoke about the Mental Health Summit she attended and wrote a summary of key
points discussed (Attachment C).


http://www.waasandiego.com/

7.

Unfinished Business

Review of the VAC By-laws

Helen Horvath, Chair, stated the By-laws are dated May1988 and there is an update done on June
2016. Helen wants the VAC members to review them for possible updates and changes and discuss
them at the next meeting.

New Business
VAC vacancies
Helen contacted Camp Pendleton regarding the VAC vacancies and they have someone who would
be willing to come to the meetings. Helen will review their application and bring it up to the VAC
members to make sure they meet requirements before making a recommendation to the Board.
Vacant seat 10, Admiral Betancourt. Under Policy A74, Helen, Chair, said VAC members can
remove Admiral Betancourt’s name. She asked for a motion from the council so the vacancy can
be announced to the Naval Base. Motion made by John Weaver to remove the name and seconded
by Ted Kagan and passed by all.
Laurie Martell motioned to table discussion on the Seat 10 vacancy for next meeting, seconded by

Nancy Owen and passed by all.

hd

10.

Meeting location

Helen proposed to alternate meeting locations. Wil stated an option is the MVRC National City.
VAC members do not want to have the meeting at just one location but rather alternate if possible.
Will suggested the locations could be MVRC Escondido, MVRC National City and the museum.
VAC to think about using technology to help with quorum in cases where members are unable to
attend.

Nancy Owen would like to have the Board of Supervisors military liaison representatives attend
the VAC meetings to get their feedback on what information the Supervisors are interested in from
our council related to veterans. Laurie Martell suggested that the representatives may be able to
attend quarterly, if not every month.

Helen will send out a survey to all VAC members to advice issues they would they like to work on
during the next year so she can present it to the County Board of Supervisors.

Helen also suggested marketing the VAC meeting time and locations to encourage public
attendance.

Laurie and Nancy want clarification on the role and purpose of the VAC.

Closing Remarks
No closing remarks.

Adjourned
11:40 am



