
 
 

 
Children, Youth and Families Behavioral Health System of Care, 

Transition Age Youth, and  
Adult Behavioral Health System of Care 

Combined Councils Virtual Meeting Summary 
April 12, 2021 

10:00 to 11:30 AM 
 

ITEM SUMMARY 
I. Welcome and Introductions 
• Piedad Garcia, Adult Older Adult (AOA) Deputy Director 
• Yael Koenig, Children Youth and Families (CYF) Deputy Director 

• Welcome and introductions provided by Piedad Garcia  
and Yael Koenig.  

 
II. Business Items 
• Review/Approval October 12, 2020 Minutes-Handout -Pages 2-3 
• CYF, AOA, and TAY Council Written Updates-Handout-Pages 4-9 
 
• MHSA Update (Dr. Danyte S. Mockus-Valenzuela)-Handout- 

Page 10 

 
• Meeting notes were reviewed virtually by attendees. 
• Written councils’ updates were included in the meeting 

packet. 
• Written MHSA update was included in the meeting packet. 

III. COVID-19 Impacts on our Systems of Care-Handout-Pages 11-45  
• Panel Moderator: Christine Frey 
 Each panel member discussed items listed below as it relates to COVID-19: 

• Provider Challenges  
• Cultural/Ethnicity/Race Factors 
• What adaptations have you/your program made during this time? 
• Success/Positive Story 

 Panel Members 
 Community Research Foundation (CRF) 

• Julie McPherson, LMFT -Vice President of Child, Youth, & Family 
Services 

• Sarah Welsh, LMFT-Service Line Director of Child, Youth, & 
Family Services, Program Director of Douglas Young Youth & 
Family Services  

• Christine Frey facilitated panel discussion and 
introduced each speaker.  

• Each speaker(s) presented on behalf of the respective 
sector(s) they represented.  

• Christine Frey facilitated the Discussion, Q&A at the end 
of all speakers.   Pathways Community Services 

• Joseph Edwards, LMFT -Clinical Supervisor/Assistant Program 
Director-KickStart 

• Elise Blanton-Hubbard, MOT, OTR/L-Occupational Therapist 
 

 San Diego Youth Services 
• Melanie Morones, MFT, ATR, ECMHS -Program Manager of Our 

Safe Place  
• Dung King-Youth Support Partner  

 
 McAlister Institute for Treatment and Education, Inc. 

• James V. Dunford MD, FACEP-Medical Director 

IV. Discussion/Questions/Answers  
• Discussion Moderator: Christine Frey 

o How have you been able to address the racial pandemic during this time?  What impact has it had on the engagement,  
any? 

o Is it inspiring to hear that students have reached out to you even when school is not in session? 
V. Closing Remarks and announcements 
• Piedad Garcia and Yael Koenig provided closing remarks and announcements.  

Next Combined Meeting: 
Date: Monday, October 11, 2021 

Time: 10:00 to 11:30 A.M. 



 
 

 

Committees/Sectors/Workgroups Meetings Information: 

Due to COVID-19, Councils meetings are occurring virtually 
Please reach out to the specific Council staff member or lead or Executive Subcommittee member to obtain 

location/link 
             Behavioral Health Advisory Board (BHAB) meeting: Meets the first Thursday of the month from 2:30 to 5:00 P.M. 
 CYF Council: Meets the first Monday of every month from 9:00 to 10:30 A.M. 
  TAY Council: Meets the fourth Wednesday of the month from 3:00 to 4:30 P.M.  

Adult Council: Meets the first Monday from 11:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. 


