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Children, Youth and Families 
Behavioral Health System of Care Council  
CYF Council – Meeting Summary  

 
September 11, 2023 | 9 to 10:30 a.m. 

ITEM SUMMARY AND ACTION ITEMS 

II. Welcome Council members, alternates, and meeting attendees – Translation available 
(Celica Garcia-Plascencia) translation   
• Remembering September 11 2001 (defense.gov) 
• Culture Share – Divya Kakaiya Ph.D M.S. – Handout – Page 5 

o Seeking volunteer for November 13, 2023 Culture Share 
 

• Celica Garcia-Plascencia welcomed meeting 
attendees and acknowledged September 11, 
as a Patriot Day, National Day of Service, and 
Remembrance  

• Dr. Divya Kakaiya described her “tri-cultural” 
upbringing and how it has influenced her in 
her work/life.  Dr. Kakaiya highlighted:  
o Annual event she hosts at her home where 

she promotes inclusivity, understanding, 
and equity 

o Students Speaking Out, a San Diego 
County Crime Stoppers program 

 
III. Review of Meeting Summary (Yael Koenig) 

• August 14, 2023, Meeting Summary - Handout - Pages 6-9 
• Action Item: Strategic Planning Summary - Handout - Pages 10-11 

 

• Yael Koenig reviewed the meeting summary 
from August 14 , 2023 

• Strategic Planning summary was delivered to 
Luke Bergmann, BHS Director on September 
1, 2023 

IV. Business Items (Yael Koenig) 
Public Comment  • Angela Rowe highlighted that California 

Advancing and Innovating Medi-Cal (CalAIM) 
payment reform includes costs associated 
with families, not just individuals 

Board Letters / Board Actions 
August 29, 2023 

• Item 04: Adopt a Resolution Reauthorizing the Application of California Welfare and  
Institutions Code Section 5270.10 ET SEQ. 

• Item 07: Protecting Children from Human Trafficking Through Education 
Handout - Pages 12-18 

 

Board Letters that may be particularly of interest to the CYF Council are listed above. 
Due to size, only highlighted Board Letters are included in the packet, however, all 
Board Letters can be found at the Clerk of Board of Supervisors (BOS) website.  

• Yael Koenig highlighted the Board Letters 
listed on the left, which were presented at the 
August 29, 2023 meeting 
 
Meeting Agendas, Board Letters and 
Access to the BOS meetings: 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/cob/bos
a/index.html 
 

Information 
• Children and Youth Behavioral Health Initiative (CYBHI) 

o CYBHI August 2023 Update - Handout - Pages 19-23 
o CYBHI Fee Schedule: An Introduction - YouTube - Handout - Page 24 

• Behavioral Health Community-Based Organized Network of Equitable Care and Treatment 
(BH-CONNECT) Section 1115 Demonstration – Handout - Pages 25-50 
o California Behavioral Health Community-Based Organized Networks of Equitable Care 

and Treatment Waiver 
o BH-CONNECT slides from DHCS Sec 1115 Public Hearing.pdf 

• Behavioral Health Services California Advancing and Innovating Medi-Cal (CalAIM) 
Behavioral Health Payment Reform Overview – Handout - Pages 51-66 

• BHS Reorganization Program & Services Update – Contractor Information Notice 
Handout - Pages 67-69 

• Behavioral Health Director’s Report – September 2023 - Handout - Pages 70-73 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/bhs/mental_health_services_
act/bhab_meeting_materials.html 

• Updated Children, Youth, and Families Services Directory (September 2023)  
Handout - Page 74-75 

• Early Childhood Resources webpage page (Amanda Lance-Sexton) - Handout - Page 76 
• Fourth Annual Birth of Brilliance Virtual Conference (February 29, 2024) and 

Cultural Fair (March 1, 2024) 
Theme: “Don’t Just Think…Feel” (Aisha Pope and Melanie Morones - Conference Chairs) 
Handout - Page 77 
Call for breakout sessions proposals available now – submit proposal here: 
https://tinyurl.com/BoBProp2024 
Video highlight for 2023: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_SZVY6wVrI 

• Yael Koenig provided an overview of State 
and local updates, and informational items 

• Amanda Lance-Sexton announced the CYF 
webpage update that includes a section for 
Early Childhood Resources 

• Aisha Pope and Melanie Morones announced 
the Fourth annual Birth of Brilliance 
conference and Cultural Fair, and welcomed 
conference breakout proposals  

 

https://www.defense.gov/Spotlights/Remembering-September-11-2001/
http://www.studentsspeakingout.org/
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/cob/bosa/index.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/cob/bosa/index.html
https://cybhi.chhs.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/CYBHI-August-2023-Monthly-Update-_-ADA.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNcppPuL0vo
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/CalAIM/Pages/BH-CONNECT.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/CalAIM/Pages/BH-CONNECT.aspx
https://sdcountycagov.sharepoint.com/sites/BHS/CalAIM/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FBHS%2FCalAIM%2FShared%20Documents%2FWorkgroups%2FCalAIM%20Planning%20Workgroup%2F2023%2F8%2E22%2E23%2FBH%2DCONNECT%20slides%20from%20DHCS%20Sec%201115%20Public%20Hearing%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FBHS%2FCalAIM%2FShared%20Documents%2FWorkgroups%2FCalAIM%20Planning%20Workgroup%2F2023%2F8%2E22%2E23&p=true&ct=1693945720500&or=Outlook%2DBody&cid=2CE2A466%2D4376%2D4719%2D9AEF%2DCD81EF178275&ga=1
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/bhs/documents/NOC/bhab/September%202023%20Director's%20Report.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/bhs/mental_health_services_act/bhab_meeting_materials.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/bhs/mental_health_services_act/bhab_meeting_materials.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/bhs/CYF/CYF%20Services%20Directory%20Updated%20September%202023.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/bhs/mental_health_services_children/early_childhood_resources.html
https://tinyurl.com/BoBProp2024
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_SZVY6wVrI
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/bhs/mental_health_services_children/early_childhood_resources.html
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V. Hot Topic: Child and Family Well Being – Mandated Reporting to Community Supporting   
 
Evident Change Community Response Guide - Pages 78-79 
https://evidentchange.org/ 
Presentation handout – Pages 80-96  
 
o Presenters: 

o Wendy Curiel, Deputy Director, Departmental Operations, CFWB 
o Elly Chung, Chief, Agency Operations, CFWB 

o Dialogue 
 

Celica Garcia-Plascencia introduced the Hot 
Topic focused on Mandated Reporting to 
Community Supporting  
 
Hot Topic Highlights: 
• Wendy Curiel and Elly Chung led the 

presentation and discussion. 
• Child and Family Well Being Department 

transformation as part of the mandated 
reporting to community supporting shift 

• Child Abuse Online Reporting Portal-Pilot 
started in July 2023 with Escondido School 
District for non- urgent concerns. Projected to 
go completely live in early 2024 

• General Neglect definition change 
• Community Response Guide - Public online 

guide that includes decision trees for neglect 
or abuse concerns and will be linked to 
prevention agencies. Expected to commence 
in approximately 18 months  

• Prevention Hub is a “no wrong door” service 
to families connected by Community Based 
Organizations 

• CYF stakeholders expressed their interest and 
invited the presenters to use the CYF Council 
as a platform for input and feedback 

VI. Announcements (Celica Garcia-Plascencia) 
• Poll Question 
• NAMI San Diego Community Advocacy Trainings via Zoom – Fliers – Pages 97-98  

“Telling Your Story” 
Registration Link for September 14, 2023 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Registration Link for September 20, 2023 from 1 to 3 p.m. 
Reimagining Crisis Response on September 26, 2023 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
Registration Link 

• Live Well San Diego 5K and 1 Mile Run, Sunday, September 17, 2023 - 7:30 a.m. –  
Waterfront Park - Flier - Pages 99-100 

• Substance Use and Driving Under the Influence Discussion, scheduled for 
September 20, 2023 at 10 a.m. via Zoom: Launch Meeting - Zoom – Flier - Page 101 

• 14th Annual Early Childhood Mental Health Conference – We Can’t Wait: 
Reimagining Prevention and Early  Intervention in Communities of Hope. This hybrid 
event is scheduled for September 28-30, 2023 - Handout – Page 102 
ECMH – We Can't Wait! (earlychildhoodmentalhealth-sandiego.com) 

• October 9, 2023 Combined Councils Meeting – Note that meeting is from 10 to 
11:30 a.m. via Zoom - Flier - Page 103 
Meeting Registration - Zoom 

• 2023 Western States Marijuana Summit -November 14-15, 2023 (Virtual) - Handout - 
Page 104 

• National Overdose Prevention Leadership Summit - November 16-17, 2023 (Virtual) 
Handout - Page 104 

• 2023 Live Well Advance | School Summit - November 1, 2023 at the Convention 
Center Flier - Page 105 

• Grief Sensitivity Virtual Learning Institute - November 1 and 2, 2023. Working with 
grief in the context of violence: 
Strengthening our skills to strengthen ourselves. No-cost training for the  Mental  
Health and School Mental Health Workforce - Flier - Page 106 
2023 MHTTC Grief Sensitivity Virtual Learning Institute | Mental Health Technology 
Transfer Center (MHTTC) Network (mhttcnetwork.org) 

Announcements made by meeting attendees: 
• Project ROOTS: Human Trafficking Prevention in San Diego - YouTube 

• Announcements included on the agenda 
and additional submitted announcements 
are listed on the left column 

• Announcements can be sent in advance to 
Edith Mohler at: 
Edith.Mohler@sdcounty.ca.gov 
 

 

Action Item Action Due/Status 

• Hot Topic presentation by CFWB to be included in the meeting packet that is uploaded 
to the CYF Council webpage 

• Packet with September 11, 2023 presentation 
was uploaded in the meeting packet to the 
website on September 19, 2023 

 
Next Executive Committee Meeting: 
Date: October 26, 2023  
Time: 12:30 to 1 p.m. 

Next Meeting: Combined Councils  
Date: Monday, October 16, 2023 
Time: 9 to 10:30 a.m. 

Committees/Sectors/Workgroups Meetings Information is located at the end of the meeting summary. For Council materials go to: 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/bhs/mental_health_services_children/CYFBHSOCCouncil.html 

 

https://evidentchange.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUrc-moqD4iHtDTf_xJ1Me33IlXloShLPTX
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvc-CrqzouGtNZDArMfY7c0T3KtRLKu3YZ#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcod-ihqDouE9yQNwDKsqqNY0qt7BwRllQn#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84371387536?pwd=U25wWGZuZi8yRGlyeHFKazdBV1VIZz09#success
https://www.earlychildhoodmentalhealth-sandiego.com/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIofuytpjgsGNDV9sm_GskByXU6NuT_6wso#/registration
https://mhttcnetwork.org/centers/global-mhttc/2023-mhttc-grief-sensitivity-virtual-learning-institute
https://mhttcnetwork.org/centers/global-mhttc/2023-mhttc-grief-sensitivity-virtual-learning-institute
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BE-AGTEHh48
mailto:Edith.Mohler@sdcounty.ca.gov
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/bhs/mental_health_services_children/CYFBHSOCCouncil.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/bhs/mental_health_services_children/CYFBHSOCCouncil.html
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+=Member in Attendance O=Absent E=Excused 
CONSTITUENCY MEMBER STATUS ALTERNATE STATUS 

PUBLIC SECTOR 

1 Behavioral Health Advisory Board (BHAB) Bill Stewart O Joel San Juan O 

2 Behavioral Health Services (BHS) Dr. Laura Vleugels + 
Dr. Patricia Cardenas- 
Wallenfelt O 

3 Public Safety Group/ Probation Tabatha Wilburn O Delona King + 

4 Child and Family Well Being (CFWB) Department – 
Office of Child Safety 

Steven Wells + Norma Rincon O 

5 Homeless Solutions and Equitable Communities Rosa Gracian O Liki Porotesano + 

6 Public Health Dr. Thomas R. Coleman O Rhonda Freeman O 

7 Medical Care Services Dr. Kelly Motadel + Heather Summers + 

8 Juvenile Court H. Judge Ana España O Beth Brown + 

9 CFWB Department – Office of Child and Family 
Strengthening - First 5 San Diego 

Alethea Arguilez O Stephanie Escobar E 

EDUCATION SECTOR 

10 Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) Russell Coronado O Jaime Tate-Symons + 

11 
Regular Education 
Pupil Personnel Services Heather Nemour + Mara Madrigal-Weiss O 

12 School Board Barbara Ryan + Debra Schade + 

13 Special Education Yuka Sakamoto + Misty Bonta O 

PRIVATE SECTOR 

14 
San Diego Regional Center (SDRC) for 
Developmentally Disabled 

Zachary Guzik + Lori Sorenson + 

15 Alcohol and Drug Service Provider Association 
(ADSPA) 

Angela Rowe + John Laidlaw O 

16 ADSPA Marisa Varond + Claudette Allen Butler O 

17 Mental Health Contractors Association (MHCA) Julie McPherson E Vanessa Arteaga + 

18 MHCA Laura Beadles + Golby Rahimi + 

19 Fee- For-Service (FFS) Network Dr. Sherry Casper O Marcelo A. Podesta + 

20 Managed Care Health Plans Kathleen Lang + James Trout O 

21 Healthcare/ Pediatrician Dr. Pradeep Gidwani + Vacant  

FAMILY AND YOUTH SECTOR 

22 Consumer Advocacy/Family Education Services Khalif Kelly + Sten Walker + 

23 
Caregiver of child/youth served by the Public Health 
System Vacant 

 
Karilyn “Kari” Perry O 

24 Youth served by the Public Health System (up to age 
26) 

Veronica Hernandez O Vacant  

25 Youth served by the public health system (up to age 
26) 

Caitlynn Hauw O   

COMMITTEES (Non-voting members unless a member of the Council) 

- 
Executive Stephanie Escobar/Celica 

Garcia-Plascencia 
E/+ 

  

- Cultural Competence Resource Team (CCRT) Rosa Ana Lozada +   

- CYF CADRE 
Julie McPherson/Marisa 
Varond E/+ 

  

- Early Childhood 
Stephanie Gioia-
Beckman/Jennifer Kennedy 

+/+ 
  

- Education Heather Nemour  + 
  

- Family and Youth as Partners Sten Walker +   

- Outcomes 
Emily Trask 
Eileen Quinn-O’Malley +/+ 

  

- Training 
Edith Mohler 
Jennifer Rusit 

+/O 
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Total Attendees: 106 

Aisha Pope Divya Kakaiya Jennifer Busico Pradeep Gidwani 

Alexis Anderson Donna Moore Jennifer Kennedy Rachel Chiang 

Alexis Cabarga Edith Mohler Jody Erickson Rafael Ortiz-Gomez 

Amanda Lance-Sexton Eileen Quinn-O’Malley Joseph Henson Rhonda Crowder 

Angela Rowe Elizabeth Dauz Kacie Rodvill Roberto Suarez 

Angelina Puffelis Elly Chung Kathleen Lang Rosa Ana Lozada 

Aprille Peña Emily Gaines Kelly Bordman Sade Carswell 

Ashley Rambeau Emily Trask Kelly Motadel Sarah Baldwin 

Azmin Granados Erick Mora Kenia Urrutia Serena Richards 

Babbi Winegarden Ericka Hernandez Khalif Kelly Shaun Goff 

Barbara Ryan Evan Hodges Kristin Garrett Shewa Legesse 

Beth Brown Fran Cooper Laura Beadles Stacey Musso 

Brenda Estrada Francisco Medrano Laura Vleugels Sten Walker 

Bri Ferreira 
Gabriela Contreras-

Misirlioglu 
Leslie Manriquez Stephanie Gioia-Beckman 

Carmen Pat Gina Herbert Liki Porotesano Steven Wells 

Celeste Hunter Ginger Bial Cox Lori Sorenson Susana Antonio 

Celica Garcia-Plascencia Golby Rahimi Saylor Marcelo Podesta Tanya Mercado 

Christine A. Davies Grisel Ortega-Vaca Mareeh Marquez Terri Kang 

Christine Maggio Hannah Zimmerman Margarita Hernandez Vanessa Arteaga 

Danyte Mockus-Valenzuela Heather Nemour Maria Norris Wences Savaiki 

Darwin Espejo Heather Summers Maria Ventura Wendy Curiel 

David Taylor Jaime Tate-Symons Marisa Varond Wendy Maramba 

Debra Schade Jamie Pellegrino Mayra Gonzalez-Munoz Yael Koenig 

Delona King Janet Cacho Melanie Morones Yuka Sakamoto 

Delrena Swaggerty Janette Magsanoc Melissa Penaflor Yvette Leyva 

Dina Ali Jazmin Wali Melizza Welton Zach Guzik 

  Michelle Houle Unknown Caller 

 
Committees/Sectors/Workgroups Meetings Information: 
Most of the committees’ meetings are occurring virtually 

Please reach out to the sector lead or Executive committee member to obtain location/link 
 

Behavioral Health Advisory Board (BHAB) meeting: Meets the first Thursday of the month from 2:30 to 5:00 p.m.  
Outcomes: Meets the first Tuesday of the month alternating start times of 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 
Early Childhood: Meets the second Monday of the month- from 11 a.m. to noon 
Education Advisory Ad Hoc: Meets as needed 
TAY Council: Meets the fourth Wednesday of the month 3 to 4:30 p.m. 
CYF CADRE: Meets quarterly on the second Thursday of the month from 1:30 to 3 p.m. 
CYF System of Care Training Academy: Meets on the first Wednesday of the month from 9 to 10 a.m. 
CCRT: Meets the first Friday of the month from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Private Sector: Ad Hoc/Meets as needed 
Peer Council: Every third Tuesday of each month at 2 p.m. via Zoom 

 


