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Adoptability Screening 
 

(Revised 12/20/19) 
 

Forms 
Background 

Policy 
Adoptability 

Procedure for children placed in an adoptive home 
Procedure for children that need an adoptive placement 

Alignment with SET 
 
 

Forms The following forms are referenced in this file:  
 

• 02-151 Adoptability Screening for a Child in need of an Adoptive Home 
 

Background When the Court orders the Agency to provide an assessment pursuant to the Welfare and 
Institutions Code 366.21 the Agency must assess the most appropriate permanent plan for a 
child.  The Agency will complete an analysis of the likelihood of adoption, which will include: 
 

A preliminary assessment of the eligibility and commitment of any identified prospective 
adoptive parent or legal guardian, including the prospective tribal customary adoptive 
parent, particularly the caretaker, to include a social history including screening for criminal 
records and prior referrals for child abuse or neglect, the capability to meet the child’s needs, 
and the understanding of the legal and financial rights and responsibilities of adoption and 
guardianship. If a proposed guardian is a relative of the minor, the assessment will also 
consider, but need not be limited to, all of the factors specified in subdivision (a) of Section 
361.3 and in Section 361.4. 

The relationship of the child to any identified prospective adoptive parent or legal guardian, 
the duration and character of the relationship, the degree of attachment of the child to the 
prospective relative guardian or adoptive parent, the relative’s or adoptive parent’s strong 
commitment to caring permanently for the child, the motivation for seeking adoption or 
guardianship, a statement from the child concerning placement and the adoption or 
guardianship, and whether the child, if over 12 years of age, has been consulted about the 
proposed relative guardianship arrangements, unless the child’s age or physical, emotional, 
or other condition precludes his or her meaningful response, and if so, a description of the 
condition. 

A description of efforts to be made to identify a prospective adoptive parent or legal 
guardian, including, but not limited to, child-specific recruitment and listing on an adoption 
exchange within the state or out of the state. An analysis of the likelihood that the child will 
be adopted if parental rights are terminated. 
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Background (cont.) In the case of an Indian child, in addition to all other requirements, an assessment of the 
likelihood that the child will be adopted, when, in consultation with the child’s tribe, a tribal 
customary adoption, as defined in Section 366.24, is recommended. If tribal customary 
adoption is recommended, the assessment will include an analysis of both of Whether tribal 
customary adoption would or would not be detrimental to the Indian child and the reasons 
for reaching that conclusion.  Whether the Indian child cannot or should not be returned to 
the home of the Indian parent or Indian custodian and the reasons for reaching that 
conclusion. 

Policy Assessing adoptability of a child prior to termination of parental rights requires a 
determination that the child is likely to be adopted.  It is the responsibility of the SW to: 
 

• assess and determine the likelihood of the child being adopted and report this 
information to the court. 

• determine if the child is specifically and/or generally adoptable, or not likely to be 
adopted. 

• report all information used to determine the likelihood of adoption to the court 
• reassess the likelihood of adoption and update the court if there are changes in the 

likelihood that the child will be adopted. 
• give specific details to the court about all recruitment efforts and activities pursued 

by the Agency on behalf of any child needing placement. 

Adoptability  
 

When assessing for adoptability, a child can be generally and/or specifically adoptable, or not 
likely to be adopted.    The Adoption SW is responsible for making a determination as to the 
child’s adoptability and justifying that determination.   
 
A child is specifically adoptable when an identified family: 
 

• is aware of the child (may or may not be placed in the home) 
• is knowledgeable about the child’s specialized care needs 
• has demonstrated an ability to meet the child’s needs 
• has  an understanding of the birth family background including mental health and 

substance use history 
• is willing to maintain the child’s cultural connections and/or sibling/birth family 

relationships (as appropriate)  
• is willing to commit to continuing to meet the child’s needs, current and future, 

through Adoption.  
 
A child is generally adoptable when:  
 

• there may or may not be an identified family that is committed to adopting the child 
but based on the child’s history, culture, overall health, mental health, behavioral 
issues, developmental status, and any other pertinent information known to the 
Agency, it is determined that it there is enough information  to support that the child 
will be matched with an approved adoptive family in a reasonable amount of time.   
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Adoptability (cont.) 
 

The section of the 366.26 court report title “Analysis of the likelihood of adoption” should 
include a full assessment of both the potential adoptive family, the child and all the reasons 
that determine the likelihood of adoption.   
 
Although the adoptive family will have confidential information in their Resource Family 
Approval (RFA) written report, it is important to report to the court as much information as 
possible without violating confidentiality.     
 

If a potential adoptive parent… then the SW may report to the court… 
has a criminal or CWS history and it is 
determined that there are no impediments 
to adoption based on that history… 

the family has been evaluated through the 
RFA process and there are no impediments 
to adoption based on the criminal/CWS 
history of the family.  

has a criminal or CWS history that was 
exempted by RFA but there are concerns 
about how that history may impact the 
adoption… 

the family has been evaluated through the 
RFA process and the SW has concerns about 
how their criminal/CWS history may impact 
the adoption.  The SW has a plan to follow 
up with the family regarding the Agency’s 
concern.   
 
NOTE:  The SW plan will be stated in detail 
without revealing the details of the 
criminal/CWS history.  

has other issues and has been approved by 
RFA but the adoptions SW feels those issues 
may cause impediments to the adoption… 

the family has been evaluated and 
approved through the RFA process but the 
SW continues to have concerns about how 
the family’s history may impact the 
adoption.  The SW has a plan to follow up 
with the family regarding the Agency’s 
concern.   
 
NOTE:  The SW plan will be stated in detail 
without revealing the details of the 
criminal/CWS history 

has no criminal/CWS history or other 
potential impediments to adoption… 

The family has no criminal/CWS history.  
There are no other concerns about the 
potential adoption based on the RFA 
written report. 
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Procedure for 
children placed in 
an adoptive home 
 

When preparing  the 366.26 Assessment Report for a child that is placed with a family that 
will most likely be adopting the child, the SW will complete the following steps in order to 
determine the likelihood of adoption for the child: 
 

Step Who Action 

1 SW • Discuss adoption with all involved parties, which may 
include the youth/child, caregivers, relatives, tribe, 
service providers and biological parents.   

• Compile all information from the child’s case file, the 
history of the family, the results of all interviews and 
any other resources to determine if the child is 
specifically or generally adoptable, or both.   

• Document your assessment in the “analysis of the 
likelihood of adoption” section in the 366.26 hearing 
court report.  

• Review the adoptability assessment with PSS and 
discuss the justification for the assessment.   

 
NOTE:  The child/youth voice should be included in all 
adoptability assessments. 

2 PSS Review the analysis of the likelihood of adoption section of 
the 366.26 court report for details as to why the child is 
generally and/or specifically adoptable or not likely to be 
adopted.  If necessary, discuss with the SW and/or CC the 
justification for the adoptability determination. 
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Procedure for 
children that need 
an adoptive 
placement 

 

When a child is in need of an adoptive placement, the SW continues to be responsible for 
assessing the adoptability of a child.  If a child is not placed or in the process of being placed 
in an identified adoptive home, they are not specifically adoptable.  In this situation, the SW 
must determine if the child is generally adoptable and justify their determination in the 
366.26 court report.   
 
When a child is in need of an adoptive placement, the Adoptions SW will complete the 
following steps in order to begin the adoptive matching process.   
 

  

Step Who Action 

1 Children’s SW Submit the 02-151 form to Placement Coordinator. 

2 Placement 
Coordinator 

• Review 02-151 information for children who need an 
adoptive placement 

• Contact Children’s SW if more information is needed.  
• Utilize information from 02-151 and additional 

information from SW to match the child with 
potential families in the approved adoptive home 
database.  

• Send RFA written reports of  families that were a 
match for the child to the SW 

3    SW • Review all RFA written reports in their entirety and 
contact an Adoptions Matching Specialist if more 
information is needed or to discuss a potential match 
with the family.    

• Report the total number of families that are 
potentially available for adoptive placement of this 
child to the court in the 366.26 assessment.  (See 
information below that outlines specific details of 
how to reports the number of potential adoptive 
families to the court). 

 
NOTE:  The Children’s SW should not contact a potential 
adoptive family without discussing the placement with 
the Adoption Matching Specialist.  A local background 
clearance must be completed prior to discussing details 
of an adoptive match with a family. 
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Procedure for 
children that need 
an adoptive 
placement (cont.) 
 

When assessing for general adoptability, the SW should include the following information  in 
their assessment: 
 

Every resource family that is approved by the County of San Diego must 
complete a permanency assessment as part of the approval process.  The 
permanency assessment includes an in depth discussion with the family about 
the type of child they are willing to consider for adoption.  The permanency 
assessment worker discusses with the family the type of child they are willing 
and capable of parenting.  The family then completes the 02-112 along with 
the RFA SW indicating their willingness to adopt a child with specific 
characteristics which include: 

 
• Age, gender, ethnic background, number of siblings, 
• Legal status of child (not freed,  relinquishment, Safely Surrendered Baby), 
• Health issues, behavioral issues, developmental issues, prenatal drug exposure, 
• Background issues of child and parent (previous trauma).  Openness to contact 

with the birth family, including siblings not placed with the child. 
• Any other relevant child specific information that is not specifically requested on 

the child profile. 
 
This information is then entered into an adoption applicant database and used to match a 
child with prospective adoptive families. 
 
The Adoptions SW will review the pool of resource families willing to adopt a child with these 
characteristics and is in the process of matching the child with an appropriate adoptive 
placement. 
 
The following will be reported in the 366.26 report in the analysis of the likelihood of 
adoption section: 
 
In the case of name of child, the placement coordinator was given the following 
characteristics and background information: list characteristics that the child was screened 
for, based on the adoptability request form.  (You must only list characteristics that the child 
was specifically screened for). 

 
As of date of screening, there were  number families in the County of San Diego willing to 
adopt a child with similar background and characteristics of childs name. 
 
Of those number approved families,  number of written reports were reviewed as a potential 
match for name of child 
 
 
 number of families have been contacted for placement of name of child and describe 
current status of any potential match, in detail.   
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Procedure for 
children that need 
an adoptive 
placement (cont.) 
 

If the child(ren) were to need a new adoptive family in the future and we were unable to find 
one among the waiting families in the current County of San Diego Adoptions Matching 
Database, we would perform Child Specific Recruitment in order to find a family for the 
child(ren).  These recruitment measures typically include featuring the child(ren) in Adopt 8 
news segments; photographing the child(ren) for the Heart Gallery; posting the child(ren) on 
the California Kids Connection (CKC) website; and contacting the many private adoption 
agencies in California and across the country who have approved adoptive families waiting to 
be matched with children.  The County of San Diego has a long and successful history of 
finding adoptive families utilizing our various recruitment strategies. 

 
NOTE:  If there are concerns about a family’s ability to care for an adopted child or concerns 
about the child being adopted, the SW must consult with the PSS before submitting the 
analysis of the likelihood of adoption.   
 
The above listed information is a minimum level of information to be reported, any and all 
child or family specific information should be included that relates to the analysis of the 
likelihood of adoption.   

Alignment with SET CWS is committed to helping children and youth achieve their full potential and develop 
lifelong relationships (SET Value 3).  When children are unable to return home and are in 
need of a permanent home, it is the responsibility of the County of San Diego Adoptions 
Program to identify a living situation that will allow them to thrive.   

 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure
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