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CWS Policy Manual

The Dependency Drug Court Program (DDCP) is a collaborative program between the San
Diego Superior Court Juvenile Division, Behavioral Health Services (BHS) and CWS. It is
designed to support the parent in addressing their Substance Use Disorder (SUD) needs.

Parents who are having difficulty complying with SUD treatment services, may be asked to
participate in Juvenile Court’s DDCP. Participation in the DDCP is voluntary, but acceptance is
not automatic. CWS SWs, parents and their attorneys can ask the Court to consider the
parents for the DDCP.

The Dependency Court judge may recommend that the parent go to the Dependency Drug
Court to meet with the Substance Abuse Specialist (SAS) to be screened for the DDCP prior to
the Jurisdiction Hearing. If the parent is screened as appropriate for the DDCP, the parent
may begin attendance until an order by the Dependency Court is made at the
Jurisdiction/Dispositional Hearing. DDCP proceedings are held separate from the dependency
proceedings.

Main components of DDCP:

e Active and regular involvement with, and by the court.

e Allows parents to give and receive peer support.

e Accountability in participating in drug treatment activities (drug testing, counseling,
treatment plan, etc.)

e Recognition for success such as a letter from the DDCP judge to the Dependency
Court judge.
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Criteria

SAS screening

How to
recommend

Phases

CWS Policy Manual

The following are the DDCP eligibility criteria (all must apply):

e SUD poses a significant risk to the child(ren), AND
e Substance use (SDM still refers to substance abuse) is identified in the last 12 months
in items on the SDM Risk Assessment, AND

e SUD treatment is appropriate.

The SAS will screen the parent for an appropriate level of SUD treatment. The parent may be

referred to the DDCP if the following:

e the parentis non-compliant with SUD treatment and/or,
e has an extensive history of substance use/noncompliance (CWS/criminal/etc.)

The SW must include a SUD treatment recommendation to the Court in order for the parent
to qualify for DDCP.

Hearing

Recommendation

Detention

That the parent(s) [specify which one(s)] be
referred to SUD treatment.

Jurisdiction/Disposition

That the parent(s) [specify which one(s)] be
ordered to SUD treatment.

A SW can recommend SUD treatment at any subsequent hearing.

The DDCP operates a 3-phase program for 9 months. Parents may move to the next phase if
there are in compliance and they maintain sobriety.

Phase Length of Time Description
1 90 days Court appearance once a week
2 90 days Court appearance once every 2 weeks
3 90 days Court appearance once a month.
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SAS hours and The SAS is employed through contracted SUD treatment services with County of San Diego
locations Behavioral Health Services (BHS). The entry point for the DDCP is through the SAS. There is a
SAS stationed at 4 different locations. SUD screenings are Walk-ins only.

A parent can complete a screening at one of the locations listed below:

Locations Days/Hours Phone Number
Vista Juvenile Court M-F 8:30am-12:00pm (760) 525-1440
Meadow Lark Juvenile Court M-F 8:30am-12:00pm (619) 994-8746
East County Juvenile Court M-F 8:30am-12:00pm (619) 884-3960
South Bay CWS office T & TH 8:30am-12:00pm (619) 889-6914
SAS The following are the SAS responsibilities in the Dependency Drug Court:

responsibilities

e complete an initial SUD screening and refer the parent to appropriate level of
treatment and DDCP

e facilitate the parent’s entrance into treatment

e complete consents both in hard copy and on SanWITS and have the parent sign the
hard copy

o call the treatment provider and scheduling an intake appointment with authorized
treatment representative and/or intake counselor

e represent the treatment providers in DDCP

assure equity of referrals across the Alcohol and Drug System (ADS) treatment
continuum

act as regional resource for CWS clients needing SUD treatment

assist the parent(s) re-entering treatment

submit reports as assigned (i.e. number of screenings, referrals etc)

other duties as assigned (i.e. attend regular assigned meetings with ADS/CWS staff).

NOTE: SAS contacts with parents do NOT substitute for SW contacts (see Contacts - SW and
Parents).
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Sw
responsibilities

Court Unit
responsibilities

Discharge

Alignment with
SET
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The SW is responsible for the following:

e communicate directly with SUD treatment providers and obtaining progress
information

e report the progress information back to the Juvenile Court

e overall case management.

NOTE: The DDCP is only one element of the case plan. Refer to the Substance Use Disorder
Protocol for SW responsibilities for cases involving substance use.

The Court Officer is responsible for the following:

e communicate with the SAS at court regarding potential substance use/abuse parents
e deliver copies of the Detention Hearing report to the SAS box at Court
e distribute the DDCP report to SW’s weekly.

A parent may be discharged from the DDCP for the following reasons:

When... Then...

Parent refuses to participate SW submit ex parte to the Juvenile Court
requesting the parent be discharged.

Parent has 3 unexcused absences The DDCP will discharge the parent.

Parent completes all three phases The DDCP will successfully discharge the parent
and a certificate of completion will be awarded.

NOTE: The parent may be re-referred to DDCP and accepted if found appropriate.

This policy aligns with SET Value 1: Maintaining a clear understanding of child safety; Value
4: Looking for innovative ways of utilizing existing resources in the community and Value 5:
Always maintaining primary focus on children’s best interests.
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