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Description of Juvenile Court is a division of the Superior Court of the State of California whose primary
Juvenile Court function is to insure the rights and well-being of children.

Sessions of the Juvenile Court (relating to dependency matters) are closed to the general
public as they are confidential by law.

People commonly present at hearings are the parent(s), the SCP(s), the attorneys, the CWS
Court Officer, the bailiff, the court reporter, the court clerk, the judicial officer, the nonminor
dependent and occasionally, the child. Other people are allowed to attend, subject to the
approval of the court.

Juvenile Court There are three Juvenile Courts in San Diego County:
locations e San Diego “Meadow Lark” (Kearny Mesa)

e North County Branch (Vista)

e East County Branch (El Cajon)

The decisions regarding which CWS region and which Juvenile Court should handle a case are
made separately. CWS staff will determine the “proper” CWS region/unit, and the Juvenile
Court will determine the “proper” court.

Determining the The “proper” court is the one that is the most convenient for the family and for the SW, in
proper court that order.

ER, FM and FR cases will normally use the parents’ address to determine the proper court.
When there are two different addresses, the court will use the address of the parent with
whom reunification is most likely. When a case becomes a PP case, it usually remains in the
original court, although occasionally changes are made.

For a Zip Code list by court, click here.

Transferring cases See Case Transfers for CWS policy related to the assignment and transfer of cases between
between courts courts.
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http://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/pls/portal/url/page/sdcourt/generalinformation/courtlocations/JuvenileCourt
http://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/pls/portal/url/page/sdcourt/generalinformation/courtlocations/northcountycourthouse
http://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/pls/portal/url/page/sdcourt/generalinformation/courtlocations/EastCountyRegional

Transferring cases See Case Transfers for CWS policy related to the assignment and transfer of cases between
between regions regions.

For a Zip Code list by region, click here.

Alignment with SET  This policy supports the following SET Values:

e Value 1: Relationships with Children, Youth, and Families Are the Foundation by
focusing on strengths-based social work, partnering with families, and listening to their
voices.

e Value 4: Shared Responsibility with Community Partners by incorporating the family’s
voice in identifying formal/informal resources.

e Value 5: A Strong Working Relationship with the Legal System through collaboration
with legal partners to focus on the family’s best interests.
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https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure

