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Forms The following form is referenced in this file:

e JV-290 Caregiver Information Form

Background WIC 361.2(a) requires the Juvenile Court, when ordering a removal of a child, to determine if
there is a non-custodial parent who would like to assume custody of the child and to place
the child with that parent if the placement would not be detrimental to the safety,
protection, physical and emotional well-being of the child, and WIC 361.2(b) provides options
for the court to order after such a placement.

Assessing non- When considering a non-custodial parent for placement, the following factors will be
custodial parents considered:

e The involvement with the child and the presence of a relationship that would support
the child’s safety, permanency and well-being. This includes other members of the
non-custodial parent’s household including the non-custodial parent’s spouse and
other children in the home, and any other household members.

e The ability and willingness to protect from the offending parent.

e The ability to meet child’s physical, emotional, social, and educational needs.

e Whether or not there was a Family Court case awarding the other parent custody.

e If there is/was a Family Court case, whether or not the non-custodial parent
poses/posed a risk to the child and if so, what the risk (e.g., drugs, domestic violence,
criminal history etc.) is/was.

e The ability to obtain and follow through with services for child if needed, e.g.,
counseling, medical appointments, etc.

e Whether or not the child wants to live with this parent.

e Whether or not the parent has suitable housing, appropriate child care arrangements,
support system.

e Whether or not the parent has a criminal history, and if so, if it would pose a risk to
the child.

e If the non-custodial parent resides in Mexico, the SW will request a criminal history
through the International Liaison.

e The child welfare history (even if the parent reports no other children) anywhere the
parent/child has resided.

CWS Policy Manual Court Procedures — Non-Custodial Parents Page 1 of 3
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Assessing non-
custodial parents
(cont.)

Enhancement
services

CWS Policy Manual

Prior to Disposition, the SW will:

e complete a thorough assessment of the non-custodial parent, including interviews with
household members (not including non-dependent minors living in the home that are not
CWS involved).

e evaluate the living conditions in the non-custodial parent’s home.

e consult with CC about whether or not to recommend removal of custody from the non-
custodial parent.

e consult with CC about providing services (including enhancement services).

e provide a recommendation and documentation in the Disposition report about placement
with, or removal from, the non-custodial parent.

e assess what supports, referrals, and/or services the non-offending parent will need to
maintain the child safely in their home.

e complete the SDM Risk Re-Assessment tool & Reunification Tool.

e convene a CFT (see Child and Family Team Meetings) to discuss the placement with the
Non-Custodial parent.

The parent from whom the child was not removed from may be offered enhancement
services (different from reunification services) if the SW believes they would be in the child’s
best interest and the reasons are documented in the court report (see Assessing noncustodial
parents section above). Enhancement services are discretionary. The SW will consult with the
PSS about whether or not to offer enhancement services, and if there are any questions, the
SW/PSS will consult with CC. If the decision is made to provide enhancement services, the SW
will use the following recommendation in the court report, selecting the appropriate option:
Pursuant to the best interests of the child, discretionary/enhancement services
*<shall / shall not> be offered to the parent with whom the child is not placed.
(screen)

Enhancement services may include the development of a Safety Network for the family and
referrals:

e for Childcare

e to Family Court for custody orders

e to Family Resource Center (cash aid, CalFresh, etc.)

e to Child Support Services

e to Attachment parenting (www.fakce.org)

e to Community Services for Families

NOTE: If the court orders enhancement services, CWS must provide them.
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SCP input to court If the non-custodial parent is seeking placement or custody of the child, WIC 366.23 requires
the SW to inform the SCP of their right to provide the court with input regarding placement of
the child and to provide the Caregiver Information Form (JV-290). This table describes the
procedure for SCPs to provide input to the court.

Step Who Action

1 SW e Provide the Caregiver Information Form (JV-290) to the SCP
to complete.

e Request the SCP provide any information they might have
regarding the non-custodial parent now seeking custody.

e Document in the Contact Notebook when the form was
given to the SCP.

2 SCP Complete the JV-290 and return the form directly to the
Juvenile Court or to the SW.

3 SW Attach the completed JV-290 to the court report, if available.

Removing from non-  The SW will conduct a complete and thorough investigation of the custodial and non-

custodial parent custodial parent when considering removal. If recommending removal from either custodial
or non-custodial parent(s), the SW will document the behaviors of both the custodial and
non-custodial parent(s) that place the child at risk in the Detention Report or PCW [see
Protective Custody Warrants (PCWs)]. The report must include detailed information to meet
the legal threshold of clear and convincing evidence of risk to the child.

NOTE: For information on conducting an investigation, refer to ER - Investigations.

Alignment with SET  This policy supports the following SET Values:

e Value 1: Relationships with Children, Youth, and Families Are the Foundation by
focusing on the child’s safety, and partnering with families.

e Value 3: Helping Children and Youth Achieve Their Full Potential and Develop Lifelong
Relationships by partnering with non-custodial parents to prioritize keeping children safe.

e Value 5: A Strong Working Relationship with the Legal System by collaborating with legal
partners to focus on the child’s best interests and legal rights, advocating for the least
restrictive placement level.
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