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Types of Hearings - Contempt 
 

(Reviewed 03/16/18) 
 
 

 
Description 

 
Contempt hearings are held when a party is in violation of a court order and the court is 
considering sanctions (such as a fine and/or jail time). 
 
Contempt Hearings deal only with the issue(s) raised in the pleadings.  If the SW believes 
important, relevant information not in the pleading needs to be brought before the court, the 
SW will contact County Counsel for advice. SWs are not to submit Court Report Addendum 
reports for Contempt Hearings. 
 
If a party is found in contempt of court, the Court may order him into custody between 1 and 
5 days and/or fine him, or the Court may “stay” (suspend) the order, giving the party one 
more chance to cooperate. 
 
Parties are represented by counsel for Contempt Hearings. 
 
If a SW believes a Contempt Hearing is in order, (s)he will contact County Counsel to discuss 
how to proceed. 
 

 


