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Types of Hearings - Contested 
 

(Revised 03/16/18) 
 

Description 
Types of Contested Hearings 

Contested Hearings – SW’s Responsibilities 
 
 

 
Description 

 
Almost any hearing may be contested.  A hearing is contested when one or more parties 
disagree and wish to have a further hearing to present, cross-examine, and/or receive 
additional testimony/evidence.  Contested hearings are also known as “trials.” 
 

 
Types of Contested 
Hearings 

A Jurisdictional Trial is set when the parent(s) contest the allegations of the petition (see 
Types of Hearings - Jurisdiction and SCO). 
 
A Dispositional Trial is set when the parent(s) (or other party with legal standing) contest the 
Dispositional recommendations, usually the placement recommendation or the 
recommendation to not offer reunification services (see Types of Hearings - Disposition). 
 
A Contested Review Hearing (including a PPH Permanency Planning Hearing) is set when the 
parent(s) (or other person with legal standing) disputes the SW’s recommendations at a 
hearing post-disposition (see Types of Hearings - Review). 
 
A Contested .26 Hearing is set when the parent(s) oppose the SW’s recommended permanent 
plan.  The parents commonly contest the recommendation to terminate their parental rights 
[see Types of Hearings - WIC 366.26 (".26")]. 
 
If anyone contests the court’s findings/rulings, then they must file a formal motion, writ, or 
appeal, based on the circumstances. 
 

 
Contested Hearings – 
SW’s responsibilities 

When a matter is set for a Contested Hearing (Trial), the SW will immediately confer with CC 
to clarify the issues and to discuss new evidence. 
 
For a Contested Jurisdictional and/or Dispositional Hearing, the SW will have already 
submitted a J/D Report for the first Jurisdiction/SCO hearing. 
 
Any supplemental reports and/or Court Report Addendum must also be filed at least 10 days 
prior to the trial.  Although anything submitted after 10 days is subject to an attorney’s 
motion that it not be admitted into evidence, if relevant information is received within the 10 
days before a trial, the SW will still submit it to court. 
 
The SW or PSS will be available to testify at the trial (see Testifying in Court).  CC will determine if 
the SW or PSS is to be at court or on telephone stand-by, and will inform the SW/PSS. 
 
If a trial is set on a day the SW cannot be available, the SW will call CC immediately after that 
fact is discovered. 
 
The SW will review the file prior to the day of the trial, and will bring the hard file to court, 
including any CWS/CMS reports or documents CC requests the SW to print. 
 

 


