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Forms

Description

Settlement
Conferences (SCOs)

Case plan due dates

CWS Policy Manual

The following form is referenced in this file:

e 04-115 Certificate of Personal Service of Petition

Jurisdiction Hearings are set to determine whether or not the allegations of the petition are
true. They are normally set 21 calendar days after the Detention/Initial Hearing (see Types of
Hearings - Detention/Initial).

Cases are set for a Jurisdiction Hearing unless a true finding is made at Detention. If a true
finding is made at Detention, then the case will be set for a Disposition Hearing. (see Types of
Hearings - Disposition).

Settlement Conferences (SCOs) are set by the Court whenever a case is set for a contested
Jurisdiction and/or contested Disposition Hearing. SCOs are set in the hopes of encouraging a
resolution without having to hold a trial.

Because there is little chance of resolution without the SW being present, the SW’s
attendance at SCOs is mandatory, unless excused by County Counsel. The parents’
attendance is mandatory as well, and if a parent is ordered to return to court and does not
appear, the Court may issue a no-bail arrest warrant (see Warrants of Arrest) for that parent’s
arrest.

Case plans must be approved by the PSS within 30 days of the initial face-to-face contact or
date of custody, whichever comes first, regardless of when the court sets the
Jurisdiction/SCO date.

The Jurisdictional/Dispositional Hearing Report (JD) must be filed in court no later than two
court days prior to the first Jurisdiction/SCO Hearing.
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Required reports

Jurisdictional facts

Notice

SW responsibilities

Court responsibilities

CWS Policy Manual

The required reports for all Jurisdiction/SCO Hearings are listed in the Court Report
Guidelines.

SWs are not required to repeat any Jurisdictional Facts in the JD Report that are already
contained in the Detention Hearing Report.

If new Jurisdictional Facts are learned before the JD has been completed, they are to be
included in the JD. If new Jurisdictional Facts are learned after the JD has been completed,
they will be submitted to court in a Court Report Addendum.

The Superior Court clerk’s office at Juvenile Court is responsible for serving and noticing
parties for Jurisdiction Hearings, but only if it has an accurate address for each party. If the
SW learns a new address for a party, the SW will immediately inform the notice desk at the
assigned courthouse.

If the SW notices and/or serves parties, the SW will document it on the 04-115 (Certificate of
Personal Service of Petition) and/or in a report and submit it to court for the hearing.

For Jurisdiction/SCO Hearings, the SW is responsible for:

e preparing any Court Report Addendum reports if there is new information, and
making sure enough copies are provided to the Court Unit by noon the day before the
hearing

e completing the required court reports. Report requirements are included in the
hidden text of the JD template and worksheet

e keeping all parties apprised of parent and relative search efforts and results (see
Parent Searches)

e keeping all parties apprised of the child’s whereabouts and status (being mindful of
whether or not the placement is confidential). The SW will immediately inform the
child’s attorney whenever a child moves.

e keeping all parties apprised of all new developments in the investigation and of any
additional jurisdictional facts

e clearly documenting the basis for all recommendations

e documenting the services provided to the parents and all progress made to date

e making recommendations regarding visitation between the child and the parents,
siblings, and grandparents.

At a Jurisdiction/SCO Hearing, the Court is responsible for:
e making all required legal findings/orders
e ruling on any requests for continuances
e accepting any pleas
e mediating disputes on visitation, etc.
e identifying and clarifying any contested issues
e asking counsel if the child is expected to be called as a witness, (if the matter is
contested).
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Possible outcomes Following is a list of possible outcomes of a Jurisdiction/SCO Hearing:

e The petition is dismissed or found not true
NOTE: If the Court dismisses the petition or finds it not true and the child is in
custody, the SW must immediately return the child to the physical custody of the
parent/guardian.

e The matter is continued for further Jurisdiction

e The Court makes a true finding on the petition and continues the matter for
Disposition

e The Court makes a true finding on the petition and makes Dispositional orders at the
same time

e The matter is contested by one or both of the parents and is set for a Contested
Hearing (trial) (see Types of Hearings - Contested).

Alignment with SET This policy supports SET Value 5: A Strong Working Relationship with the Legal System, by
maintaining primary focus on children’s best interests and seeking collaborative decisions
whenever possible.
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https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure

