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Types of Hearings – Pre-Trial Settlement Conferences (PSCs) 
 

(Reviewed 05/11/18) 
 

Policy 
Pre-Trial Settlement Conferences (PSCs) and Settlement Conferences (SCOs) 

Alignment with SET 
 
 

 
Policy 

 
The SW or PSS must be present for these conferences unless excused by County Counsel 
because there is little chance of settlement without the input of the SW. 
 

 
Pre-Trial Settlement 
Conferences (PSCs) 
and Settlement 
Conferences (SCOs) 

Sometimes the court will set a Pre-Trial Settlement Conference (PSC) or a Settlement 
Conference (SCO) a week or so prior to a trial date with the expectation that all the parties 
will discuss the case, review witness lists, and try to either resolve the matter without a trial, 
or agree to limit the contested issued. 
 
SCOs are for jurisdiction and disposition trials and are heard in front of a settlement judge.  
PSCs are for any other trial and are heard in front of the regular hearing judge. 
 

 
Alignment with SET This policy supports SET Value 5:  A Strong Working Relationship with the Legal System, by 

maintaining primary focus on children’s best interests and seeking collaborative decisions 
whenever possible. 
 

 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure

