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Types of Hearings - Review 
 

(Revised 07/25/25) 
 

Related Policies 
Resources 

Policy 
6-Month Family Maintenance Status Review (WIC 364) Overview  

6-Month Family Reunification Status Review (WIC 366.21[e]) Overview 
12-Month Permanency Status Review Hearing (under WIC 366.21[f]) Overview 

18-Month Permanency Status Review Hearing (under WIC 366.22) Overview 
24-Month Status Review (WIC 366.25) Overview 

Status Review Court Report Requirements  
WIC 366.3 Status Review Hearings and Court Report Requirements   

Alignment with SET 
 
 

 
Related Policies  
 

 
Additional information can be found in the following policies:  

• Court Reports Overview and Distribution  
• Notice for Court Hearings 
• Types of Hearing-Permanency Planning 

  

 
Resources 

 
Additional information can be found in the following resources: 

• Status Review Court Report Template 
• 366 Hearing Court Report Template 
• 366 Status Review Hearing Timeline 

  

 
Policy  

 
Per Welfare Institution Code (WIC) 366, “the status of every dependent child in foster care 
shall be reviewed periodically as determined by the court but no less frequently than once 
every six months, as calculated from the date of the original dispositional hearing, until 
the hearing described in Section 366.26 is completed.”  
 
This policy outlines the description and requirements for the following types of review 
hearings:   

• 6-month Family Maintenance Status Review Hearing (WIC 364) 
• 6-month Family Reunification Status Review Hearing (WIC 366.21[e]) 
• 12-month Permanency Status Review Hearing (WIC 366.21[f]) 
• 18-month Permanency Status Review Hearing (WIC 366.22) 
• 24-month Subsequent Permanency Status Review Hearing (WIC 366.25) 
• 366 Status Review Hearings  

  

  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=366.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=364.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=366.21.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=366.21.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=366.22.&nodeTreePath=3.1.2.12&lawCode=WIC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=366.25.&nodeTreePath=3.1.2.12&lawCode=WIC
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6-Month Family 
Maintenance 
(FM) Status 
Review (WIC 364) 
Overview  

 
WIC 364 governs review hearings for children/youth who are in their parent(s)’ custody. 
 
The table below outlines the possible outcome of a WIC 364, 6-month Family 
Maintenance review hearing: 
 

If the Court finds… then the Court will… 

by a preponderance of the evidence that 
continued supervision is necessary.   

order continued jurisdiction and set a 
hearing within 6 months. 

continued jurisdiction is not necessary. terminate jurisdiction. 

  

 
6-Month Family 
Reunification (FR) 
Status Review 
(WIC 366.21[e]) 
Overview 

 
WIC 366.21(e) governs the first review hearing after Disposition for children/youth placed out-
of-home.  It is set 6 months from the date the court made dispositional orders. 
 
The table below outlines the possible outcomes of a WIC 366.21 (e) 6-month Family 
Reunification review hearing: 
 

If the Court finds… then the Court… 

there is not a substantial risk of detriment 
if the child/youth is returned   

• will order the child/youth returned to 
the physical custody of the parent(s). 

• may set a review hearing within 6 
months. 

• there is a substantial risk of detriment 
if the child/youth is returned  

• reasonable services have been 
provided or offered to the parent(s)  

• will order that the child/youth 
continue in out of home placement. 

• will order continued reunification 
services. 

• will order a 12-month Permanency 
Review Hearing (12 months from the 
custody date.  

• the child/youth was under 3 years of 
age on the date of the initial removal 
or a member of a sibling group that 
meets description in WIC 
361.5(a)(1)(C) AND 

• by clear and convincing evidence the 
parent failed to participate and make 
substantive progress 

• may order a 366.26 Hearing in 120 
days. 

• may terminate reunification services.  

  

  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=364.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=366.21.&nodeTreePath=3.1.2.12&lawCode=WIC
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6-Month Family 
Reunification (FR) 
Status Review 
(WIC 366.21[e]) 
Overview (cont.) 

 

If the Court finds… then the Court… 

the child/youth was removed under 
300(g) and the whereabouts of the parent 
are still unknown, or the parent has failed 
to contact and visit the child/youth  

OR 
the parent has been convicted of a felony 
indicating parental unfitness  

• may schedule a 366.26 Hearing in 120 
days.  

• may terminate reunification services.   

the child/youth was placed with a 
previously non-custodial parent and 
determines that court supervision is no 
longer necessary   

• will transfer permanent custody to 
that parent. 

• will terminate jurisdiction.  

 
NOTE: If the child/youth was under 3 when the petition was filed, and the 
recommendation is to continue the matter until the 12-month Permanency Hearing, the 
court report must show that within that extended time period there is a substantial 
probability of return to the parent(s)’ custody within six months. 
  

 
12-Month 
Permanency 
Status Review 
Hearing (WIC 
366.21[f]) 
Overview 

 
At the 12-month Permanency review hearing, the court will determine the permanent 
plan for the child/youth which includes whether the child/youth will be returned home.  
The hearing is held 12 months from the date the child/youth entered foster care, which is 
defined as the earlier of: 

• The date of the Jurisdictional Hearing 
OR 

• 60 days after the date on which the child/youth was initially removed from the 
physical custody of the parent. 

 
The following are possible outcomes for a 12-month Permanency review hearing:  
 

If the Court finds… then the Court… 

there is no risk of detriment to the 
child/youth’s well-being if returned home 

will order the child/youth placed with the 
parent(s)/guardian.  The court may then 
set Family Maintenance Review in 6 
months. 

there is a substantial probability of return 
by the 18-month date after determining 
the following requirements have been 
met: 
(cont. below) 

may continue the case for up to 6 months 
for a permanency review hearing.  The 
hearing must occur prior to, or on, the 18-
month date (18 months from custody 
date). 
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12-Month 
Permanency 
Status Review 
Hearing (WIC 
366.21[f]) 
Overview (cont.) 

 

If the Court finds… then the Court… 

• the parent/guardian has 
consistently and regularly 
contacted and visited the 
child/youth 

• the parent/guardian has made 
significant progress in resolving 
problems that led to the 
child/youth’s removal from the 
home 

• the parent/guardian has 
demonstrated the capacity and 
ability both to complete the 
objectives of his or her treatment 
plan and to provide for the 
child/youth’s safety, protection, 
physical and emotional well-being 
and special needs... 

 

the parent/guardian has been arrested 
and issued an immigration hold, detained 
by Homeland Security or deported and it 
is determined that there is a substantial 
probability of return, or that reasonable 
services have not been provided after 
finding that all the following requirements 
have been met: 

• the parent/guardian has 
consistently and regularly 
contacted and visited the 
child/youth 

• the parent/guardian has made 
significant progress in resolving 
problems that led to the 
child/youth’s removal from the 
home 

• the parent/guardian has 
demonstrated the capacity and 
ability both to complete the 
objectives of his or her treatment 
plan and to provide for the 
child/youth’s safety, protection, 
physical and emotional well-being 
and special needs... 

may continue the case for up to 6 months 
for a permanency review hearing.  The 
hearing must occur prior to, or on, the 18-
month date (18 months from custody 
date). 
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12-Month 
Permanency 
Status Review 
Hearing (WIC 
366.21[f]) 
Overview (cont.) 

 

If the Court finds… then the Court… 

return of the child/youth would be 
detrimental and there is not a substantial 
probability of return by the 18-month 
date, and, that reasonable services have 
been provided or offered to the parents 

will order: 
• a 366.26 hearing to be held within 

120 days. 
• termination of services to the 

parent/guardian. 
 

by clear and convincing evidence, there is 
a compelling reason that a 366.26 hearing 
is not in the child/youth’s best interest 
because the child/youth is not a proper 
subject for adoption and there is no one 
willing to accept legal guardianship as of 
the hearing date. 

 

• order the child/youth to remain in 
foster care with a permanent plan of 
long-term foster care if age 16 or 
older, or  

• if the child/youth is under 16 years of 
age, order a permanent plan of return 
home, adoption, tribal customary 
adoption, legal guardianship or 
placement with a fit and willing 
relative. 

  

 
18-Month 
Permanency 
Status Review 
Hearing (under 
WIC 366.22) 
Description 

 
An 18-month Permanency review hearing is set only when the child/youth is not placed 
with the parent/guardian by the 12-month Permanency review hearing and the court has 
continued reunification services to the 18-month review hearing date. 
 
The following are possible outcomes of an 18-Month Permanency review hearing: 
 

If the Court finds… then the Court… 

there is no risk of detriment to the 
child/youth’s well-being if returned home 
  

will order the child/youth placed with the 
parent(s)/guardian.  The court may then 
set Family Maintenance Review in 6 
months. 
 

• although the child/youth is not 
returned it is in the child/youth’s best 
interest to provide additional services 
to the parents/guardian.   

 
(cont.) 

will set a 24 Month Hearing per WIC 366. 
25 
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18-Month 
Permanency 
Status Review 
Hearing (under 
WIC 366.22) 
Description 
(cont.) 

 

If the Court finds… then the Court… 

• there is substantial probability that the 
child/youth can be returned to the 
parent by the 24-month date as the 
parent/guardian has 

o consistently and regularly 
contacted and visited the 
child/youth. 

o made significant and 
consistent progress in a 
residential substance abuse 
treatment program 

o a minor parent, a non-minor 
parent, or a parent recently 
discharged from incarceration, 
institutionalization, or custody 
of Dept. of Homeland Security.  

 

return of the child/youth would be 
detrimental and reasonable services have 
been provided or offered to the parents 

Will set a 366.26 Hearing and terminate 
reunification services.  

return of the child/youth would be 
detrimental, reasonable services have 
been provided or offered to the parents 
and by clear and convincing evidence, 
there is a compelling reason that a 366.26 
hearing is not in the child/youth’s best 
interests because the child/youth is not a 
proper subject for adoption and has no 
one willing to accept legal guardianship as 
of the hearing date. 
 

• Will terminate reunification services 
and 

• order the child/youth to remain in 
foster care with a permanent plan of 
long-term foster care if age 16 or 
older.  

OR 
• if the child/youth is under 16 years of 

age, order a permanent plan of return 
home, adoption, tribal customary 
adoption, legal guardianship or 
placement with a fit and willing 
relative. 

  

 
24-Month Status 
Review (WIC 
366.25) Overview 

 
Court-ordered reunification services may be extended up to but not to exceed 24 months 
after the removal date if the court determines that the best interests of the child/youth 
would be met by providing additional reunification services to the parents(s). 
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24-Month Status 
Review (WIC 
366.25) Overview 
(cont.) 

 
The extension of court ordered services will only apply to children/youth under certain 
limited circumstances: 

• Clear and convincing evidence that the best interests of the child/youth would be 
met by extending services; and either 

o Parent/guardian is making significant and consistent progress in a 
residential substance abuse treatment program,  

OR 
o The parent was recently (this is purposely undefined to give case by case 

flexibility) (a placement either voluntary or involuntary in a state hospital 
or a long-term psychiatric hospital) and is making significant and 
consistent progress in establishing a safe home for the child/youth  

AND 
• There is a substantial probability of return by the 24-month mark or, 
• Reasonable services have not been provided to the parent. 

 
The following are possible outcomes of a 24-Month Permanency Review Hearing: 
 

If the Court finds… then the Court… 

there is not a substantial risk of detriment 
if the child/youth is returned home 

will order the child/youth placed with the 
parent(s)/guardian.  The court may then 
set Family Maintenance Review in 6 
months. 

return of the child/youth would be 
detrimental and reasonable services have 
been provided or offered to the parents 

• will set a 366.26 Hearing and 
terminate reunification services.  

return of the child/youth would be 
detrimental, reasonable services have 
been provided or offered to the parents 
and by clear and convincing evidence, that 
there is a compelling reason that a 366.26 
hearing is not in the child/youth’s best 
interests because the child/youth is not a 
proper subject for adoption and has no 
one willing to accept legal guardianship as 
of the hearing date. 
 

• Terminate reunification services and  
• order the child/youth to remain in 

foster care with a permanent plan of 
APPLA if age 16 or older  

OR 
• if the child/youth is under 16 years of 

age, order a permanent plan of return 
home, adoption, tribal customary 
adoption, legal guardianship or 
placement with a fit and willing 
relative.  
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Status Review 
Hearing Court 
Report 
Requirements 

 

The table below outlines information that must be included and addressed in a review 
hearing court report: 
 

Review Hearing Court 
Report Heading 

Required Information to Provide 
Additional information and examples can be found in the Status Review 

court report template resource. 

Summary 
Recommendation  

• Provide a summary of the Agency’s recommendations 
using bullet points for: 

o Family maintenance/reunification services. 
o Placement. 
o Visitation. 
o Discretion requests. 
o ICWA findings.  

Children’s Whereabouts  • Provide where each child/youth is currently placed and 
the date they were placed. 

• Use form 04-251 Notification of Confidential Address 
form to provide the child/youth’s address.  

Parents/Legal 
Guardians/Others 

• Ensure all names are correct and listed. 
• Use form 04-251 Notification of Confidential Address 

form to provide confidential addresses. 

Attorneys • Ensure all attorneys are updated and correct.  
• Include tribes/tribal organizations  
• Add private/retained attorneys if applicable. 

ICWA Status • Provide all ICWA Inquiry and Noticing efforts and ICWA 
status findings.   
 

NOTE: The SW has an on-going duty to inquire and must 
include information in the court report regarding efforts 
to conduct further inquiry with tribes, extended family 
and others with information about the child’s Indian 
status. 

Notices • Document in table everyone who was noticed.  

Search Results /History 
 

• Provide updated search information on any missing 
parent(s)/guardian. 

• Efforts made to locate and notice missing parents as 
required by law. 

• Complete and attach the Due Diligence Report for any 
missing parent/guardian. 

Legal History • Provide any new justice involved history that is 
substantially related to the welfare of the child/youth or 
the parent/guardian’s ability to exercise custody and 
control of the child/youth.  
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Status Review 
Hearing Court 
Report 
Requirements 
(cont.) 

 

Review Hearing Court 
Report Heading 

Required Information to Provide 
Additional information and examples can be found in the Status Review 

court report template resource. 

Reason for Hearing State the type of hearing being held.  

Parentage • Provide new information obtained or updates to 
previously reported information.  

• If the Court made a paternity determination at a prior 
hearing, state when the finding was made. 

Family Assessment 
Update:  
Current Family 
Circumstances 

• Provide the current conditions of the family and any 
significant changes since the last review hearing; living 
circumstances, household changes, updates to marital 
history and/or other significant relationships, 
employment status, and/or law enforcement 
involvement, etc. 

Evaluation of Children  • Provide an assessment of the child/youth’s: 
o Medical  

 Current health and dental information, 
medical history received, reproductive 
and sexual health rights for children 10 
years of age and older.  

o Developmental  
 DSEP evaluation, developmental status, 

child’s interest/abilities, San Diego 
Regional Center status. 

o Educational  
 School information, independent 

education plans, if there are limitations 
of educational rights.  

o Mental & Emotional status  
 The child/youth’s personality, 

behavioral health services, CANS 
assessment, JV220 information.  

Out of Home 
Placement/Family 
Finding Efforts 
 

• Current placement 
o Provide the current placement type/location, 

duration of current placement, any changes 
during this period of supervision, adjustment to 
placement, continued necessity for and 
appropriateness of placement.  

• Sibling placement (if siblings are not placed together): 
o State why the siblings are not together, and 

efforts being made to place them together or 
why placement together is not appropriate. 

o An assessment of the sibling relationships.  
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Status Review 
Hearing Court 
Report 
Requirements 
(cont.) 

 

Review Hearing Court 
Report Heading 

Required Information to Provide 
Additional information and examples can be found in the Status Review 

court report template resource. 

Out of Home 
Placement/Family 
Finding Efforts (cont.) 
 

• Consideration of Relative Placement (Family Finding 
Efforts) 

o Per Assembly Bill (AB) 2929, provide all efforts 
made to find family members and to identify 
relatives that may be available for placement 
and/or as a family support, permanent 
connection, and any relationships which are 
important to the child/youth. 

o Describe permanent connections to the 
child/youth and efforts made to support these 
relationships.  

• Independent Living Services 
o All youth in out-of-home care must be referred 

to the ILS program no later than the youth’s 
16th birthday. To meet this requirement, social 
workers are required to refer youth by age 15 ½ 
yrs.  

• ICWA cases 
o Summary of active efforts to provide remedial 

services and rehabilitative programs designed to 
prevent the separation of the Indian family. 
Services should include all relevant cultural 
activities and restorative and/or healing 
practices provided to the parent(s)/guardians 
and the child/youth including consultation with 
the tribe and whether the tribe agrees with the 
placement, case plan, and/or services.   

Services 
Provided/Family 
Compliance 

• Summary and adequacy of all services provided or 
offered to the parent(s)/guardian to assist in the safety 
and /or return of the child/youth. Include: 

o Parents’/guardians’ participation and progress 
with the case plan, services, and any need for 
further services or barriers to participation i.e. 
the parents are minors, transportation, work 
schedules, having limited services due to 
custody status, etc.  

o For youth 16 years of age or older, outline 
services provided to or offered to assist in 
making the transition from foster care 
successful adulthood.  
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Status Review 
Hearing Court 
Report 
Requirements 
(cont.) 

 

Review Hearing Court 
Report Heading 

Required Information to Provide 
Additional information and examples can be found in the Status Review 

court report template resource. 

Visitation Include the following types of visits: 
• Parent/guardian 

o Summary of parent/guardian visits with the 
child/youth. 

o Quality of visitation. 
o If visitation is not occurring, state the 

reason(s) why. 
• Sibling 

o Status of sibling visitation, the location and 
length of the visits and any plan to increase 
visitation between the siblings.  

o If the visitation is supervised; why are they 
supervised and what needs to change so 
they can be unsupervised.   

o If sibling visitation is not occurring, state 
the reason(s) and what needs to change for 
visitation to begin.  

• Grandparent 
o Per California’s Manual of Policies and 

Procedures (state regulations) Section 31-
345, in FR cases the SW will arrange for 
visits between the child and grandparents 
as determined in the case plan. 

o If child/grandparent visits are not 
appropriate, the SW will clearly document 
the reason(s) in the Case Plan. 

• Other 
o Other relatives, NREFM’s permanent 

connections, may be considered for 
visitation if the SW finds it appropriate and 
in the best interest of the child. 

Family’s Perception of 
their needs 

• The family’s perception of what they need to do to 
overcome the circumstances that brought them to the 
court’s attention.  

• If child/youth is 12 years or older includes child/youth’s 
specific desires.  

Detriment & Prognosis 
of Returning Child  

• The risk of detriment to the child/youth if the 
child/youth were returned home 

• Review the SDM Risk Assessment and discuss the key 
risk factors that make it necessary for the children to 
remain out of the home if that is the recommendation. 

• The need for continued court jurisdiction, if any. 
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Status Review 
Hearing Court 
Report 
Requirements 
(cont.) 

 

Review Hearing Court 
Report Heading 

Required Information to Provide 
Additional information and examples can be found in the Status Review 

court report template resource. 

Detriment & Prognosis 
of Returning Child  

• If the child/youth was under 3 when the petition was 
filed, and the recommendation is to continue the 
matter until the 12-month Permanency Hearing, the 
court report must show that within that extended time 
period there is a substantial probability of returning to 
the parent(s)’ custody within six months. 

• The probability of the child/youth being returned home 
by the 18th month date which is 18 months from the 
date the child/youth was removed from the custody of 
the parent/guardian. 

Continued Necessity for 
In-home services  

• Information regarding continued risk to the child/youth 
if dependency was terminated at this time. 

Concurrent Planning • Efforts made on services provided to achieve alternate 
permanence for the child if efforts to reunify fail. 

Assessment/ 
Evaluation 

• Social worker’s ‘opinion’.   
• Do not repeat facts previously included in the report, 

rather, assess and evaluate those facts in a way that 
lends itself to the logical conclusion of the 
recommendation.  

• Include a discussion of the need for continuing court 
intervention and/or placement, as appropriate. 

 
NOTE: Permanency Planning (PP) Review Hearings will include additional headings, see 
Types of Hearing-Permanent Planning policy for more information.  
  

 
WIC 366.3 Status 
Review Hearings 
and Court Report 
Requirements 

 
A WIC 366.3  is a status review hearing, where as a WIC 366.26 Selection and 
Implementation Hearings are held to determine an appropriate permanent plan for a 
child/youth.  
 
A WIC 366.3 review hearings is held when: 

• the WIC 366.26 implementation hearing is continued to a date more than six 
months from the date of the permanency hearing (reunification services are 
terminated or bypassed). Refer to the 366.3 status review hearing timeline 
resource for more information. 

 
WIC 366.3 review hearings are held to ensure the child/youth’s status is timely reviewed 
every six months and the required Title IV-E post permanency findings and orders are 
made.  The WIC WIC 366.3  review hearing court report must include information to 
support the Title IV-E findings and post permanency efforts.  
  

  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=366.3.&lawCode=WIC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=366.3.&lawCode=WIC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=366.3.&lawCode=WIC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=366.3.&lawCode=WIC
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WIC 366.3 Status 
Review Hearings 
and Court Report 
Requirements 
(cont.) 

 
The following must be included and addressed in a WIC 366.3 status review report (refer to 
the 366.3 status review court report template for additional guidance): 

• Appropriateness of the child/youth’s current placement 
• Efforts to finalize a permanent plan 
• Transitional Independent Living Plan (TILP) for youth 16 years and older.  
• Per Assembly Bill (AB) 2929, all efforts made to find family members and to identify 

relatives that may be available for placement and/or as a family support, 
permanent connection, and any relationships which are important to the 
child/youth. 

  

 
Alignment with 
SET 

 
This policy aligns with SET Value 1:  Relationships with Children, Youth and Families Are the 
Foundation by focusing on ongoing permanency and Value 3:  Helping Children and Youth 
Achieve Their Full Potential and Develop Lifelong Relationships by valuing the most 
permanent option for the child/youth including reunification, adoption, and guardianship. 
  

 
 

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/cs/cws/CWSResourcesandGuides/SafetyEnhancedTogetherSET/SET%20Family%20Brochure

